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5 EI poſſibly may, and I doubt 
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prove matter 
of admiration, eſpecially a- 
mongſt thoſe of my own ſex, 
what ſhould induce a young 
lady to engage in a narrative of her own 
foibles, which almoſt every one elſe is ſo 
ſtudious of concealing, and which cannot 
2 Bk B be 


L 
be made publick, without ſubjecting the 


author to the ſevereſt cenſures, and im- 


putations. 


Tur prudiſh dame, will probably be 

ready to pronounce me the diſgrace of my 

ſpecies, and with up- lifted eyes, and head 
aſkaunt, iſſue forth her ſurpriſe, at the exiſt- 


ence of ſuch a creature as I ſhall make 
no ſcruple to acknowledge myſelf ; whilſt 
the coquet will bleſs her ſtars, that her 


innocent freedoms have never yet hurried 
her to the lengths that I have run. The 
grave matron, will condemn my impru- 
dence ; and only the-girl of good-nature, 
experimentally pity my unhappy deſtiny, 
for ſubjecting myſelf to the violence of a 
paſſion, it was not in my power to ſub- 
due. 


1 Au not inſenſible, whilſt I write, that 


write under theſe diſadvantages; but as 
there is a ſort of balm diſtilling through 
the ſoul, upon every repetition of our 
misfortunes to a private confident; ſo 
with me a recapifulation of paſt facts, 


though 
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NN Y. 3 
though poſſibly ſome of them erroneous, 


proves the gentleſt emollient to my un- 
eaſy reflections. 


Tu E paſt ſcenes I have engaged in, for 
number and variety, are ſuch, as have 
diveſted me of thoſe little female artifices, 
under which moſt girls ſcreen or diſguiſe 
their real diſpoſitions; and as a citizen of 


the world at large, have left me uncon- 


fined, to the ſet modes, either of ſex 
or country : infomuch, that I can in the 
face of the world profeſs I loved, extra- 
vagantly, and paſſionately loved ; nor 
take I, or ſeem I to mylelf to take, the 
lealt ſhame from the publick declaration of 
it. No, I pride myſelf more in the com- 
bats I have ſuſtained, on the account 
and for the ſake of the man I loved, 
than in all the ſpecious ſhew of falſe 
modeſty, wherein other ladies curſe the 
reſtraint that faſhion has confined them. 
to, with hearts as fraught with deſires, if 
poſſible, as mine ever was, 
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Trar I may no longer detain my 
reader with bare ſpeculations only, I ſhall 
enter upon my narrative without further 
preface. 


Mu father, Charles Graham, was the 
third of ſeven ſons, of George Graham, 
Eſq; a gentleman of plentiful fortune ; 
but my grandfather having alſo five daugh- 
ters, and far the major part of his eſtate 
being intailed upon my eldeſt uncle, my fa- 
ther was placed out to a merchant, and 
ſpent the laſt three years of his time in fo- 
reign parts. 


Soo after his return to England, my 
grandfather dying, bequeathed to him 
four thouſand pounds for his fortune ; 
which he ſo well improved in the mer- 
cantile way, that his wealth increaſed an- 
nuaily, to a very large ſum; which, to- 
_ gether with a great fortune he had with 
my mother, enabled him_ to make the 
purchaſe of a fine eſtate in the weſt of 
England; to which, by the time he 
| had 
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had arrived to his forty-fifth year, he re- 
tired with his family : for having been 
married ſeventeen years, without proſpect 
of more iſſue than myſelf, who was then 
in my fourteenth year, he wholly left off 
trade, purpoſing to paſs the remainder of 
his days meerly as a country gentleman, 


M y mother and he having been pecu- 
liarly exact in my education, there were 
few accompliſhments neceſſary for a young 
lady of the fortune I then had in expectan- 
cy, but | had attained : for being adored 
by both my parents, I had my own pe- 


culiar man and maid ſervant ; the cha- 


riot ever at my command, and an exceed- 


ing fine pad wholly appropriated to my 
uſe, with another for my man ſervant ; 
nor could I invent any convenience in 


nature, that was not as ſoon ſupplied as 
6 


In this happy ſtate paſſed my time, 
till my ninetcenth. year; nor could any 
thing on earth, in my apprehenſion, have 
ruffled the tranquility I enjoyed, ſave the 

+ death 
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death of, or other calamitous accident 
befalling to my parents, whom J loved, 
far ſurpaſſing the common love of chil- 
dren. But though my father was the moſt 
indulgent creature to me; yet, the tinc- 
ture he had received in the few of his 
juvenile years that he had paſſed in Spain, 
was fo grounded in, and interwoven in his 
conſtitution, that he could no ways throw 
off that ſtate and ſtiſfneſs he had there 
contracted; which though it ſeldom or 
never diſplayed itſelf towards me, the reſt 
of his family, at times, had participated 
of in no ſmall proportions : yet, pay him 
bur reſpect, and give him but his way, 
and no man breathing was more courteous 
or affable. 


Ho ſlippery are the heights of fortune! 
how inſecure the foundations of the mot 
alluring proſpects! let no one project his 
future happineſs from inſtant cauſes and 
advantages; left, whilſt hz imagines his 
| footing moſt ſecure, he ſhould be precipi- 
tated {rom the ſummit of his jcys, to the 
abyſs of deſpondency and miſery. 
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Ir was one Chriſtmas, at which good 
time, each family takes its turn for en- 
tertaining the reſt within its neighbour- 
hood, during the twelve days, that we 
chanced, in the rotation, all to meet for 
a merry evening, at a gentleman's about 
three miles diſtant from us, on twelfth- 
night; when, according to antient .cu- 
ſtom, ſo ſoon as tea was ended, and a 
glaſs or two of wine were gone about, 
we engaged over the plumb cake, at the 
choice of king and qucen; in order, that 
a proper decorum might be maintained to 


the royal perſonages, for the remainder 
of the entertainment. 


Ix the diſtribution of our fictitious ho- 
nours, that of queen fell to my lot, as 


did that of his majeſty to a young gentle- 


man, a ſtranger to moſt of the company, 
who had attended a ſon of one of the 


family from Oxford, for the holy-days. 


No ſooner were we veſted in our ima- 
ginary honours, than according to the 
B 4 | tumul- 
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tumultuous mirth of the time, ſome one 
propoſing it as expedient, for our ma- 
jeſties to be crowned, it was received 
with ſuch general applauſe of the whole 
company, that a ſolemn proceſſion was 
inſtituted, under the direction of one 
who had been an old courtier, and thrones 
were erected for our accommodation. 


Ha vIN o paſſed through the ceremony, 
we were preſented on the knee all ſup- 
per time; ſat at a table by ourſelves, and 
were ſerved by others of our companions. 
We opened the ball after ſupper, and in 
ſhort, every mark of diſtinction was paid 
to our mock majeſties, as if we had been 
really crowned heads. 


THz young gentleman, my conſort, 
was about one and twenty; but a finer 
perſon never met my eyes, both as to his 
addreſs, ſhape, and countenance : inſo- 
much, that proud as I was of my new 
dignity, I was no leſs ſo of my partner 
in it; nor could my companions behold 


. 9 
me, without envious glances at my ima- 
ginary advancement. 


No ſooner were we all tired with danc- | 
ing, than leſt anz portion of our time 
ſhould paſs in idleneſs, we agreed upon 
queſtions and commands; when it be- 
coming neceſſary, that we ſoveraigns 
ſhould deſcend from our majeſty to the 
rank of plebeians; we again ſubjected 
ourſelves to the precepts of the reſt of the 
company, 


SURELY, no ſtate ſubjects the ambiti- 


» ous mind to more anxiety, than that of 


temporary honours ; the dread of priva- 
tion flattening all reliſh for the enjoyment 
of them. And thus, though it fared 
with me, yet I was ſubje&t to more diſ- 
mal apprehenſions, from the departure of 
a man, fo every way agreeable to me as 
his majeſty, whom I could have no 
certainty of ever beholding again, after 
the breaking up of the preſent aſſembly. 
For how long he might continue on our 
Hde the country, or where he might re- 
| B 5 x: ſide 
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fide at his departure, fave that I had beard 


he was a ſtudent at Oxford, 1 neither 


knew, nor dared to inquire, 


I now began to be ſenſible of the 
force of love, if one ſo newly ſmitten 
as I then was, may be ſaid to be a julge 
of her own condition; nor could it be 
any otherwiſe; for my eyes were ſcarce 
ever withdrawn from him, nor paſſed that 
word, or ſentence from his lips, which 


fixed not on my heart by the molt lively 


and laſting impreſſion. 


How far the breaking up of our com- 


pany, and diſperſing to our ſeveral abodes, 


might enervate my paſſion for his ſo- 


ciety, under the preſumption of ſeeing 


him no more, I could not anſwer "Day 


But my fate prevented the experiment, by | | 
granting ſuch an opportunity of proclaim- 


ing his paſſion alſo for me, as ingratitude 
inclined me to a perpetual conſtancy and 


fidelity to him: for few rounds of our 
= diverſion had paſſed, before a young lady 
of our party, who was then in the 
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ſeat of authority, giving Decius (for ſo I 


had ſtiled this ſtranger to myſelf, being 


then unacquainted with his true name) 
a command, to withdraw with the lady 
he moſt admired in the whole circle, into 
the next room, and give her one ſalute 
there; he immediately ſeizing my hand, 
conducted me to the appointed place, 
where though he exceeded not his com- 
miſſion, as to number, his lips were ſo 


ri veted to mine, as ſcarce to admit a ſe- 
paration; nor had I either the will or 


power to disjoin them. 


I xxyEcTED ſome compliment would 
have ſucceeded, and had/ prepared myſelf 
for a modeſt reply; bùt his dialect ex- 
ceeded the ſignificancy of words, when 
graſping me in his arms; miſs, ſaid he, 
and ſighed fo deeply, and with ſuch in- 
tenſneſs, that it ſtill dwells upon my ima- 
gination : but our time was ſhort, nor 


would decency permit our longer ſtay 


where we were; ſo that in compliance 
with that, rather than our own diſpoſt 
tions, we returned to the company again. 

Tur 


22 FP ANN Y. 


THe ſport proceeding; after twenty 
other vagaries, one of the company, of 
no ſprightly invention for novelty, as it 
frequently happens at thoſe games; re- 
collecting, that Decius had drawn me 
aſide for a ſalute, but a little before, and 


being at a loſs for a proper command, 


now ordered me to conduct him to the 
ſame place, and repeat the ſalute, think- 


ing thereby, ſhe had behaved moſt gal- 
lantly : but the blunderer, though it was 


a good jeſt when ſhe heard it, had ſplit 
the joke in the carriage, by omitting in 
her command, the man I moſt admired, 
ſo that, though I know not how I ſhould 
have behaved, had the command been 
rightly iſſued; yet, as this omiſſion had 
happened, I was now under no difficulty 
of inviting Decius to our late rendezvous; 
where we thought ourſelves happy in our 
companion's error; but the opportunity 
was too ſhort to be improved to any great 
pleaſure or advantage. | 

| q ABOUT 


NN 13 
ABourT two o'clock in the morning, 

our amuſements were ended, and having 
taken our leave, we all retired ; but what 
a wretch did I depart, compared to the 
creature I arrived there but a few hours 
before! I ſat mute in one corner of the 
coach, wholly loit in coatemplations on 
the object of my fond affection. I was 
the ſame ſtupid creature at home, till 
falling on my bed, rather for reflection 
than repoſe, my diſtracted ſpirits hurried 
my conſenting frame from fide to ſide, 
with perpetual toſſings and „ 
till J heard the family all ſtirring for 
breakfaſt; nor had I then gained power 
for removing myſelf from my uneaſy ſitu- 


ation, had I not been ſummoned for tha 
purpoſe. 


Mx chagrin was too apparent to be con- 
cealed all breaktaſt-time from the curious 
eyes of my parents; the leaſt diſcompoſure 
in me ruffling them beyond expreſſion : 
ſo that I was almoſt peſtered to death for 
| replies to their numerous queſtions relat- 
ing to my health; but all centered ulti- 
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have deſerred my ride till the next day, 
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mately in the fatigue of the laſt night, 
which was not gone off yet, and in a pro- 
poſal for a ride, ſo ſoon as I had dined, 
to refreſh myſelf ; the weather, for the time 
of the year, being excceding pleaſant, 
though ſomewhat froſty. 


My father, who would by no means. 


ſuffer me, not being well, to go under 


the guidance of my ſervant only, offered 
to accompany me, which my mama pro- 


moted all that was poſſible, for fear 1 


ſhould be worſe by the way ; which ten- 


derneſs of theirs, ſo abominably timed, 


intirely broke all my meaſures ; which 
were, to have made Decius in my way, 
if poſſible, by calling upon the family 
where he reſided, to inquire how the young 
ladies got home the night foregoing : but 


now my papa was to be of my party, I 


could expect no leſs than a difappoint- 
ment of my view, ſince I could no ways 
avoid purſuing his pleaſure, 


I nap once therefore an inclination to 


and 
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dle; longing, every moment, for the re- 
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and ſhould certainly have done ſo, could 
but have hoped for ſatisfaction at home; 
but the reſtleſsneſs of my mind, not en- 
during a confinement to-one ſpot for three 


minutes together, finally prevailed for an 
airing. | 


Wx waſted as much time after we were 
mounted, in ſettling the rout we ſhould 
take, as I ſhould have required to have 
found myſelf at my defired haven ; nor 
durſt I propoſe the way leading to my 
friend's houſe, my guilty conſcience aſſur- 
ing me, that my papa muſt have gueſſed 
the true cauſe of my determination ; than 
which, though (as I have often ſince 


thought) nothing could have been more 


improbable ; yet durſt not I have ſtrained 
it through my lips, to have gained an 
empire. 


My father then taking the lead to the 
direct contrary rout to my friends dwel- 
ling, my ſpirits were ſo ſunk, that I had 
ſcarce ability to keep my ſeat on the ſad- 


ceſs 
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ceſs of day, that we might return home 
again, where I might deliver myſelf over 
to the pleaſing inquietudes of my paſt me- 
lancholy : for though I would fain have 
indulged over them as I rode, and under 
the permiſſion of that, could have made 
my journey agreeable enough; yet the 
too frequent interruptions of my papa, by 
_ perpetually inquiring into my health, how 
I bore my ride? whether I found my- 
ſelt better? and many other triſſing queſ- 
tions, to each of which, my duty compel- 
ed me to make ſome anſwer; ſo disjoined 
the clue of my conceptions, as to create 
me abundant new uneaſineſs. 


Wr had rode about four miles, as the 
ſun was ſetting, and my papa propoſed 
our return, leſt we ſhould be benighted ; 
when two horſemen to our right, came 
galloping over a common towards us. 
My papa was under no ſlight ſurprize, leſt 
they ſhould prove robbers; and demanded, 
whether I had any thing. of value about 
me? Whilſt I was conſidering, whether 
by ſome means or other, I could not pro- 
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cure them to carry me off, that I might 
at any rate, by myſelf, purſue my own 
meaſures : for in the mind I then was, I 
could have quitted parents, fortune, and 
every thing elſe that was dear to me, for 
the conſtant viſion of my beloved Decius. 


I nap ſcarce formed my romantick 
ſcheme into the leaſt regularity, before 
the horſemen came up with us; when 
the tranſition of my imagination, from 
the gloomy ideas it laboured with, to the 


moſt delightful ſcene on earth, is not to be 


deſcribed: for who ſhould theſe direful 
robbers prove, but,Decius and his compa- 
nion. After ſome compliments paſt, my 
father ſoon falling into diſcourſe with his 
neighbour, left me at liberty for the _ 
verſation of Decius ; till his engaging be 
haviour, the eye he viewed. me with, nd 
the modeſt deference he paid to every ſyl- 
lable I uttered, had ſo enſlaved my heart 
to him, that I reſolved, at all events, to 
make him happy in my perſon and affec- 
tion, and ſubject to my fathers will, in 
my fortune alſo : but this, I could no 
| ways 
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ways then aſſure him of, my father being ſo. 


clofe before, and my ſerva t behind us; 
nor indeed, would his ſeeming modeſty 
have permited him to require it : though 
I muſt confeſs, I longed for the happy 
moment, when he would not only have 
offered me his, but have beſought my 
love for him : for I know not whether his 


college education had inſtructed him to 


read my eyes; but I could underſtand the 
language of his to a nicety. 


BEING ſo near home, within the no- 


tice of my father, and the day deſerting 
us, all contributed to the concluſion of 
our further interview: for ſurely, never 
paſſed time ſo imperceptibly, as that which 
brought us to our own gate, which had 
but my papa been of my opinion, neither 
of the young gentlemen ſhould have paſ- 
fed by, without alighting ; but I not hav- 
ing the conducting of the affair, no more 
paſſed than the hat, and gentlemen good 
night to you. 
| S E C- 
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| os delighted myſelf for my whole 


ride home, under a notion that I was 
the moſt fortunate girl alive, in being ſo 
luckily met by Decius; whom had I 


ſtudied to avoid, I could not have taken a 


more probable way of doing it, than my 
papa had accidentally led me : nor could 
I aſcribe it to chance only, but to an over- 
ruling fate, that had directed us into each 
others beat; but no ſooner was his back 
towards me, than all thoſe. joyous ideas 
diſappearing, I denounced 1 the moſt 
abject of all mortals. 


Wu was this freſh fuel added to the 


flame, that already had too far conſumed 


me! ſaid I. Time might have defaced the 
former traces of ſo novel a paſſion, and I 
might again have returned to my natural 
ſprightlineſs and tranquility ; but what 

| can 
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can now poſſibly disjoin my heart from 
ſo much amiableneſs, as Decius has teſ- 
tified himſelf to be maſter of, in theſe laſt 
moments of my converſation with him ? 
Surely, I never knew Decius before; or 
was it impoſſible for him to act the true 
Decius, ſave to me alone? All that I beheld 
ſo engaging in him the laſt night, was 
but as the ſhadow of Decius, confined and 
limited under awe of the ſurrounding aſ- 
ſembly; the few unobſerved moments I 
have now enjoyed with him, have exhi- 
bited him to me, as far above all compa- 
riſon with the former Decius, as I doubt 
not, the late Decius, unreſtrained from 

utterance, unlimited in action, and in 
proper place, for the exertion cf his ta- 
lents, would appear, from what I am yet 
able to conceive of him : for that much 
ſtill reſts concealed from my conception in 
Decius, I am as well aſſured, as that what 
I already have diſcovered of him, excels 
each individual of the whole ſpecies. 


Wurxer then this mine of happineſs 
for me! (I would retort upon myſelf) 
How 
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How durſt my preſumption urge me to 
appropriate, what not the ſex can merit ! 
Submit then Fanny, to thy cruel deſtiny ! 
It is enough for thee to pride thyſelf in 
having humbly, at a diſtance, admired all 
that is admirable in man. Say, that thou 
lov'ſt; thy paſſion is honourable : but 
virgin modeſty denies acceſs to cloſer 
familiarities, till firſt invited by the proper 
object. It may be, he may love; if not 
as thou doſt, he ſtill may be prompted 
to reveal his paſſion, and then, unblame- 


ably thou may'ſt conſent, and render both 
thyſelf, and him, completely happy. 


Ups theſe reflections I would grow 
calm again; but that proved of no long 
continuance : for all the ſoft expreſſions 
that he vented, I now thought were but 
words of courſe, fit compliments for 
every new acquaintance ; nor carried any 
other meaning with them, than a youth- 
ful gaiety, to which ſmart fellows accu- 
ſtom themſelves, to render themſelves ac- 
ceptable to the female world. Perhaps, 


| ſaid I, this melting elocution, which finds 
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ſo ſmooth a paſſage to my heart, by fre- 
quent uſage, and repeated cuſtom, may 
have been his conſtant practice; till learnt 
by rote, for want of other matter, it iſſues 
undeſignedly to all alike. Then, as to 
his general behaviour, it is habitual; nor 
varies with the object it engages; and 
whilſt I languiſh for his gentle love, he 
himſelf may harbour nothing leſs for 
me. 


TES, and the like conjectures, would 
again ſet me to raving, like one diſtracted; 
nay, ſo reſolutely was I bent upon indulg- 
ing the full ſwing of my delirium, that I 
even refuſed to go down to ſupper when 
ſent for, or to give any account to my 
mama of my diſobedience ; but retiring to 
my bed, no perſuaſion could draw me 
from it for three whole days. During 
this time, no family upon earth could 
ſuffer under more confuſion than ours did; 
for all the advice of the country round us 
was had for me, and conſultation upon 
conſultation ; but neither was my caſc to 
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be reached by medicine, nor was I to be de- 
ſerted as an incurable: though the pre- 
vailing opinion was, that J had a fever in 
my brain, and would i in all probability 
lole my ſenſes. 


IT is no difficult matter for a parent 
to conceive the conſternation of my good 
father and mother upon this report; for 
the phyſicians giving ſentence, that ſome 
uneaſineſs of my mind muſt moſt pro- 
bably have given the firſt riſe to my 
diſorder, my mother applied both day 
and night to me, inceſſantly, for a diſco- 
very of the ſecret; whilſt all on my ſide, 
was either abſolute ſilence, or a total de- 
nial of all cauſe for it. 


On the fourth evening, unable longer 


to endure the pangs of my tormented 
| heart, I began to argue with myſelf, that 


had Decius but once made profeſſion of 
his love for me in poſitive terms, by 
hinting at the words wife, or matrimony, 
in any part of his diſcourſe with me, I 


had 
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had then, having arrived at a ſort of moral 
certainty of his intentions, had a juſt foun- 
dation for eſtabliſhing my hopes upon, 
and might patiently wait the opportunity 
of his gaining future acceſs to me, and 
of his demanding me in marriage of my 
father; which indiſputably would prove 
the caſe, ſhould he turn out a man of 
importance, ſufficient in life for obtain- 


ing his conſent ; or at leaſt, that he would 


aim at procuring mine ; when the affair 
would be reduced to a criſis, of which 
I then might make my proper advantage; 
but hath any thing like this happened, 
as yet? ſaid I, no: or hath any thing more 
than bare compliments paſſed between us; 
and thoſe, perhaps, wholly unmeaning on 
his part? or poſſibly, were they real for the 
inſtant, the ſlender proſpect he may have 
of ever reviſiting either theſe parts, or 


myſelf again, may ſoon efface them, with 
myſelf, from his memory. 


SOMEWHAT was of neceſlity to be done, 
for the reeſtabliſhment of my tranquility : 


for in the condition I then was, there 
| | would 
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r 
1 


ere 


ANN TY. 25 
would be no poſſibility of continuance ; 
nor was it long, before I had fixed my 
reſolution for an elopement from my 
fathei's; that by caſting myſelf in the 
way of Decius, I might, if poſſible, re- 
vive his paſſion for me, or at leaſt grati- 


fy my own, in the bare ſight of, and near- 
neſs to, his perſon. 


THovGH this was one of the moſt ran- 
dom ſchemes that ever young creature 
had engaged in, yet being but little ac- 
cuſtomed to a breach of my own projected 
meaſures, I proſecuted it with all imagi- 
nable vigour; and having ſpent two 


whole nights in my preparations for the 


undertaking ; on the third, ſoon after the 


family were at reſt, I ſet forwards upon 
my enterprize. 


I Have often ſince reflected with 
myſelf, how it ſhould be poſſible for me, 
who had been fo tenderly brought up, 
as ſcarce to have croſſed the publick road 
without my chariot ; for me, I ſay, who, 


had ever ſervants at my command, for 
Vor. I. "5h all 
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all the neceſſary occupations of life, and 
even at my pleaſure, to attend ſuch as 
were not ſo: for me, whoſe arms had ne- 
ver as yet graſped the wearyſome burthen, 
which others had almoſt cracked with ſuſ- 
raining, 'or whoſe legs, had ever before 
fapported any other load than of my 
own body, and its adventitious finery; for 
me, I ſay, in contradiction to what I had 
ever hitherto avoided, with ſuch tranſport 
to ſally forth, loaded like a flave; to the 
full pitch that I could well ſtand under, at 
the dead of night, in the bleak winter 
weather, helpleſs, friendleſs, and without 
any other guide, than an intrepid refolu- 
tion; theſe things, have often ſince, prov- 
ed amazing to me; but yet I puſhed on, 
without the leaſt regret, or difficulty; 
till towards morning, I arrived at a kinſ- 
woman's, about ten miles from my fa- 
ther's ; to whom, her mother being lately 
dead, I thought I might the better diſco- 
ver both my perſon and purpoſes; ſhe 
having been for nine years my companion 
and intimate; during which time, our 
friendſhip had ariten to that ſtandard, that 
: 3 | 43 
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4. if one ſoul only had actuated us, not 
the leaſt privacy of either, was ever re- 
ſerved from the other of us. 


ARRIVING here very early in the 
morning, I had lodged my bundle at a 
publick houſe near at hand, whilſt I 
knocked at my kinſwoman's gate. I de- 
fired to be admitted to mifs Croſs; but 
tne ſervant, (who was a ſtranger, and 
Knew me not) replying, ſhe was not yet 
ſtirring, was about to have ſhut the 
door againſt me; with a call another 


time. This, I bore with the moſt impa- 


tience of any thing that had befallen 
me hitherto; nor had I courage to rate 


the maid for her treatment to a relation 
of her miſtreſs; till plucking up my 
- ſpirits, I charged her, up or in bed, to 
| let her lady know, that Paddy, (a name 

I had uſed to go by, between us two only) 


nuſt ſpeak with her inſtantly. 


TRE maid obſerving me ſo peremps 


; tory, departed upon my meſſage, it is 
true; though the ſhut me into the yard, 
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whilſt ſhe delivered it; but then, to have 
{cen the many compliments ſhe paid me, 
and the ſudden alteration of her beha- 
viour, upon her return to me again, it 
was ſurpriſing ;--Would my ladyſhip pleaſe 
to walk in? her lady begged of me to 


proceed directly to her bed-chamber, 


where ſhe rather choſe to receive me, 
than occaſion my ladyſhip's ſtay alone 
below, till ſhe was up. — Nor lay the crea- 
ture's tongue ſtill for a moment, whilſt 
ſhe was conducting me up ſtairs. Her 
miſtreſs ſitting up in her bed to receive 
me, claſped me in her arms, ready to 
have devoured me; which, when the poor 
maid had been witneſs to, and to other 
the fondneſs of our expreſſions for each 
other; when ſhe had heard me ſay that 
I was alone, and had travelled all night 
to her; and when her lady intreated me 
to come to bed to her and refreſh my- 
ſelf; ſhe trembled every joint, at the re- 
flection of her late treatment to ſo boſom 
a friend of her miſtreſs, as ſhe could not 
Put then perceive me to be; and would 
dien have entered upon apologizing for 
her 
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her error, had not we put a ſtop to it, by 
requiring her abſence. 


No ſooner was the coaſt clear, and I 
had laid me down by her, than at her re- 
queſt, I unboſomed my whole griefs to 
her : why I had deſerted my father's houſe, 
and the reſolution I had formed for my 
future proceeding ; adding my intreaty, 
that however ſhe might condemn the 
ſtep I had taken, ſhe would not offer at 
the leaſt diſſuaſive from my purpoſe : for 
as it would be in vain to attempt it, ſo it 


could avail to no other end, than to cre- 


ate a diſagreement between us, which it 


ſhould ever be my concern, moſt ſtudi- 
ouſly to avoid. 


Miss Croſs confeſſed, that had I not 


been fo early with my warning, ſhe had 


ſtored up numberleſs arguments, not only 
in oppoſition to my reſolves, but abſo- 
lutely contradictory to my whole pro- 
ceedings ; but as I had then entered my 
proteſt againſt the receipt of her counſel, 
and as that amounted with her to a com- 
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mand of ſilence, ſhe heartily wiſhed me 
ſucceſs with my project, and hoped ſhe 
might, at leaſt, be permitted to adviſe 
me, ſeriouſly to weigh, and deliberately 
to conſider all conſequences, before I em- 
barked too far tor retreating with ho- 
nour. 


Hap any thing on earth been capa- 
ble of diverting the current of my inten- 
tions, the hint ſhe gave me of their diſa- 
greeableneſs to her, would have done it; 
but I was fo. obſtinatcly bent upon my 
point, that her diſlike found no weight 
with me, or had any other effect upon 
me, than that I longed to be parted trom 
her, leſt by any means, ſhe might plot 
my diſappointment. 


Tre fatigue I had undergone in my 
laſt night's travel, together with the ex- 


hauſtion of my ſpirits, during the rela- 


tion of my affairs to her, had at length 


ſunk me into a ſweet lumber, which my 


dear mils Croſs rejoicing at, ſlipt geatly 
from me, and dreſſing herſelf, prepared 


for 
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for my reception at the tea table, when 
ſhe ſhould perceive me awake again; 
but it had ſtruck three o'clock, before J 
once lifted up my head trom tne pillow, 
when it was a long time, before I could 
conceive where I was, under the fluſtra- 
tion of my then imagination. 


Miss Crols hearing me ſtir, had juil 
entered my room with a diſh of chocolate, 
and was inquiring whether I would not 
riſe; for ſhe told me, her dinner had wait- 


ed above an hour for me; when we heard 


ſuch a thundering at the gate, as in no 
little degree ſtartled us both; then de- 
livering the cup into my hand, ſhe ran to 
the window, for intelligence who it ſhould 
be, in ſuch a violent hurry there ; but 
no ſooner had ſhe removed the edge of 
the curtain, than ſhe diſcovered my ta- 
ther's head over the wall on horteback. 
Paddy, ſaid ſhe, my dear, here is your 
father; what ſhall I ſay to him? He muſt 


know you are here. Howwill you receive 


him? in bed; or ſhall J defire him to 
walk in till you are ſtirring ? 
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O uiss, my dear miſs, replied J, if 
you ever bore me the leaſt affection, or 
ſtudy to preſerve the life of her you once 
loved, give but your maid orders to deny 
my being here, and leave the reſt to me. 
I had ſcarce time to require this, but it was 
executed; which however, prevented not 
my father's alighting ; and walking into 
the houſe, where he deſired inſtantly to 
ſpeak with miſs Croſs. 


Hap I not at that time ated with the 
cooleſt deliberation imaginable, it would 
have been impoſſible for me to have eſ- 
caped him; but having no opportunity 
for dreſſing myſelf, and recollecting a 
large clothes-cheſt, which ſtood in my late 
aunt's ſtore-room, I intreated miſs to lock 
me therein, before ſhe deſcended to my 
father, and at all events, as ſhe valued my 
life, obſtinately to perſiſt in not having 
ſeen any thing of me. With this, ſhe re- 
luctantly complying, IT whipped up every 
rag of my clothes in my arms, and with 
them, was depoſited as I had required; 

| which 
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which tranſaction was ſo inſtantaneous, 
that miſs was preſent with my father, be- 


fore he was well ſeated. . 


H would have ſpoke to her, but in- 
ſtead thereof, burſt into tears; till re- 
claiming his paſſion, he began. Alas 
miſs, you, perhaps, may be confounded 
at this behaviour of mine before you ; but 
hearken to the complaints of a diſtracted 
father, and if poſſible, adminiſter to my 
conſolation. I had a daughter miſs, your 


friend, your ſelf, for intimacy, I had, 


I fay; but heaven only knows if I am 
ſtill a father; let me adjure you, by the ſa- 
cred tyes of love, affection, and friend- 
ſhip for my daughter, to anſwer me, when 
laſt you ſaw her? what is at preſent be- 


come of her? and whether to your know- 


ledge ſhe is living ſtill or dead. 


Pook miſs Croſs was ſo hampered 
between her engagement to me, and my 
father's demand upon her, that unable to 
utter a reply, ſhe faultered fo in her as- 
tempt, as gave him ſome diſtruſt of her 
| C5 ſincerity; 
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ſincerity; till gaining more reſolution; I 
Profeſs Sir, replied ſhe, your anguiſh, and 
the ſudden ſurpriſe of the demand you 
make upon me, have fo confuſed me, 
under the uncertainty of the occaſion of 
it, that I was never more than at preſent, 


under a failure of words to expreſs my- 


ſelf. Whence can this real ſorrow, that 
now engroſſes your whole man, proceed ? 
You inquire, when] ſaw her laſt? and that 
ſo unexpectedly, as puts me to a nonplus 
for an exact anſwer; alſo, whether ſhe be 
living, or dead? What can J reply to this? 
Better known to yourſelf, no queſtion, 
with whom ſhe ever lived, than to ma, 
at ſuch a diſtance from her; but my con- 
cern for theſe-your diſmal apprehenſions, 
Sir, relative to my dear Fanny, rouſing 
an intereſt in my breaſt for her well-be- 
ing, urges me to. requeſt the cauſe af 
theſe your demands on.me, ſo peremp- 
torily. Re, | 


Excus# me, dear lady, ſaid my father, 
if my ſurmiſe is unjuſt; nay, the nature 
of my affliction, will ſufficiently plead for 

my 
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my dubiouſneſs, whilſt I queſtion the ſin- 
cerity of your dealing with me; having 
hitherto replied to my demand, but with 
other queries of your own; which had I 
been able to have anſwered, no cauſe had 
exiſted, for my requeſting them of you. 
My daughter, hath either voluntarily 
eloped from me, or hath violently been 
borne from my dwelling ; if the former, 
to whom ſhould ſhe reſort,, but to her 
ſecond ſelf, in you madam; if the latter, 
my infelicity 1s ftill augmented, by my 
not knowing where to recover her : But as 
you would (poſſibly at her deſire, for 
how far may not friendſhip hurry you) 
plead ignorance of her deſtination, I muſt 
inſiſt upon the belt ſatisfaction I am able 
to receive, and by my own methods too, 
that ſhe lurks not within theſe Walls ; nor 
can you reaſonably refute that gratification, 
to the anxiety of ſo tender a parent, as 
yourſelf can teſtify, my Fanny has ever 


tound in me. 


H then defired her not to leave him, 
but to attend him into every apartment 


in 
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= in herthouſe; nor to conceal any private 0 
| place from his ſight and knowledge,; 
1 which miſs aſſuring him ſhe would not, | 
they firſt traverſed the whole ground floor; 
| | nor was a cloſet, cupboard, or other place 
| whatever, concealed from him. Then 
| aſcending the ſtair-caſe, they foot by foot, 
3 ſcrutinized every bed- chamber, cloſer, 
| dreſſing- room, and even the very garrets 
| too; nor was there the leaſt hole unpry'd 
8 into, by my inquiſitive father; but all was 
1 equally a blank, as to the prize he ſought 
after there. Miſs now concluding, that 
the ſearch was ended, boldly told him, 
ſhe hoped, that he had received the fulleſt 
ſatisfaction in her power to afford to his 
curioſity; to which he replied, with ſome 
little demur, he thought he had; ſave 
that he had not as yet examined the con- 
tents of a large cheſt he had paſſed by, 
in a little room on the ſtairs-head; deſir- | 
ing, that as ſhe had indulged him ſo far, 4 
ſne would alſo agree to his ſurveying 
that. 
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Miss Croſs was ready to ſink at this 


unexpected demand; but hoping to put 


him by his purpoſe, ſmilingly replied, that 
ſhe now took him to be joking with her; 
for certainly, he could have no ſuſpicion 
of her intending to ſmother her couſin 
in that confined apartment. My father, 
far from declining his petition, but the 
more preſſed her for the key of it; till 
no longer able to refuſe, ſhe produced it 
to him, in horrible dread of the ap- 
proaching conſequences ; having abſolute- 
ly relinquiſhed all farther hope of favour, 
or credit with the old gentleman, and was 
blaming herſelf, for conſenting to the 
chimerical deluſions of her dear Fanny; 
when my father lifting up the lid, and 
beholding nothing but clean family linen, 
lying promiſcuouſly therein, he clapped 
to the cover, and turning to miſs, ac- 
knowledged himſelf to be content with 


his inquiry; for that his daughter had 


moſt certainly made her eſcape to ſome 


other lodgment, where it might be im- 


— for him to find her; but intreated 
miſs, 
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miſs, in caſe I ſhould arrive there, or ſne 
ſhould otherwiſe obtain the leaſt know- 
ledge of me, that ſhe would not fail of 
giving him immediate notice of it. Then 
drinking a ſingle glaſs of wine, and mils, 
for a feint, preſſing him to take a lodg- 
ing with her that night, it growing late, 
he declined it, and took horſe again, 
leaving miſs, to all appearance, as much 


overwhelmed in melancholy, as himſelf 
Was. | | 
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\ /FISS Croſs, though in my father's 
preſence, ſhe had braved it out 


with the beſt reſolution ſhe was able, 


was nevertheleſs, under as much ſurpriſe 
at his not finding me in the cheſt, as 
himſelf was at the loſs of me; for what 
could have become of me, and alſo of al 
my clothes, which ſhe was moſt certain 
ſhe locked into the cheſt with me, ſhe 
could not imagine; having all along re- 
tained the key in her own pocket : But 
now my father was departed, ſhe deter- 


mined to remain no longer in ignorance of 


it : ſo that poſting up to my receptacle, 
ſhe turned the key ; when upon raiſing 
the lid, neither any thing of me, or my 
clothes appearing, ſhe was going to cry 
out; but obſerving more confuſion in the 
diſpoſition of the linen than ſhe expect- 

ed, 
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ed, ſne called Paddy? when being aſſured 
ſne muſt be alone, or ſhe would not have 
called me, I raiſed up my body, like a 
corps in its coffin, and caſting aſide the 
ſeveral things that had overwhelmed me, 
came forth to her. Though ſhe knew it 
could only be me, and that herſelf had 
placed and left me there; yet the poor 
girl was ſo terrified, at the manner of 
my appearance to her, that I had much 


ado to keep life in her; till having ſhed 


a few tears, and given vent to her ſur- 
priſe, ſhe recovered again. 


Su began to inquire, how I had diſ- 
poſed myſelf ſo, as to have avoided the 
penetrating eye of my father ? But I re- 
plied, there was ſomewhat more immedi- 
ately material for my purpoſe, than ſtory- 
telling : for I heartily wiſhed I had not 
caught my death, in my late dark lodg- 
ing, having felt ſuch cold all over my 
body, from the touch of the damp linen, 
that I could ſcarce ſtir a limb about me; 
and that with her leave, as I was already 
naked, I would ſtep into bed, till I had 

regained 
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regained a circulation of the vital heat : 
for that I felt to myſelf like a ſtatue of 
ice, or marble. i 


Miss adviſed me to ſtay till her maid 
had warmed the bed for me; but I de- 
clined that favour, and went into it as it 
was; however ſhe ordered the pan, for 
warming the contrary ſide, that I might 
remove myſelf into it, which I ſoon found 


from experiment to have been a moſt ne- 


ceſſary caution; for not having heat 
enough in my whole body, to raiſe the 
leaſt warmth, in the cold ſide I went firſt 
into, I might as well have lain in the yard, 
for the comfort I received from it; but 
upon my removal into the warm fide, I 
ſoon became fo ſenſible of its influence, 
as to deſire the ſame operation might paſs 
upon the other ſide, as that cooled, which 
occupied; ſo that by alternate warming, 
and ſhifting from fide to fide, my blood 
at length began to circulate freely, and 
I felr the vigour of a living body return 
again; or I might moſt probably have loſt 

the 
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the uſe of all my limbs, if not of my life 
too, by the bargain. 


Borꝝ miſs and myſelf having loft 
our dinners, I aroſe much about time 
enough for an early ſupper; which having 
made, ſo ſoon as miſs had given me an 
account of my father's behaviour with her, 
I proceeded to inform her how,” and for 
what reaſon, I had diſpoſed myſelf as ſhe. 
found me: for that hearing a mighty 
buſtle in the family, I ſurmiſed no leſs, 
than that my father was upon the hunt for 
me; then imagining with myſelf, that 
ſhould he cauſe the cheſt to be opened, 
what a wretched figure I ſhould exhibit 
in my ſhift there; my fears put me upon 
placing all the linen on an heap, on one 
ſide of the cheſt, and laying myſelf flat 
upon the bottom, upon my own clothes; 
then with much ado covering up my feet, 
and drawing the reſt of the linen, piece 
by piece over me, till it aroſe to my 
face; I was the moſt peculiar in obſcuring 
that, and my hands; for that my ſhift 
covering the reſt of my body, would but 
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appear as linen ſtill, ſhould any inter- 
ſpaces be left elſewhere. 


I was ready to die with fear, ſaid I, 
upon your fiztt entrance into the room I 
lay in; but upon your ſecond approach, 
hearing you unlock the cheſt, I would 
have given my lite for a nutſhell, from 
the apprehenſion I was under of being de- 


tected ; but the fall of its lid, ſoon ſhook 


off all my terrors, which with the relock- 
ing, intirely vaniſhed ; and now, my dear 


Betſy, added I, I ſhall ſpend another day 


with you, fearleſs of that worit of evils, 


the falling into my father's hands again. 


Poor Betſy, wica the time came, 
was very loth to part with me; but go 
I muſt, and would, having firſt agreed, 
to ſettle a mutual correſpondence between 
us, and conſtantly to give each other an 
account of every turn and alteration in our 
affairs; and this I came into chiefly, by 
that means to gain an early knowledge of 
all tranſactions of my father's, that I 
might manage myſelf accordingly. 
I was 
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I was now upon the road to Oxford, 
and was arrived within two days journey 
of it, having indured the fatigue of the 
way, far better than I could have ex- 


pected ; which demonſtrated to me, that 


little more than reſolution is wanting, 
for conducting us pleaſurably, as well 
as profitably, through life; for had any 
man, but a few weeks before, inſiſted 
that it was barely poſſible, for me to have 
travelled on foot, with a bundle as large 
as I could well graſp, either always on 
my head, or under one arm, for twenty 
miles, in the twenty-four hours; and to 
have held the ſame rate for ſome days, 1 
ſhould have ſuſpected him for a madman; 
but this I did, and was now arrived with- 
in a day and half's length of my ſtage ; 
when paſſing by a very fine old ſeat, about 
noon, as I was leiſurely riſing over a 
ſtile, with my eyes fixed moſt intently on 
the building, and ſeating myſelf on the 
little eminence for a moment, the better 
to indulge my proſpect; a large maſtiff 
from the yard ruſhing out upon me, with 
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an hideous growl, I jumped from the ſtile 
to avoid him; but ſome how, falling 
with my legs bent under me, I was im- 
mediately in ſuch exceſs of pain, that 1 
could conceive no leſs, than my leg itſelf 
to be broken: for attempting to riſe, 
I received neither the leaſt ſupport or aſ- 


ſiſtance from it. 


My fear of the maſtiff, who ſtill ſtood 
growling, with only the partition of the 
ſtile between us, excited my cries for re- 


lief, in my helpleſs condition; when a 


ſervant or two were ſo humane, as not 
only to rate off the dog, but to raiſe me 
on my ſeat, upon the bare ground: For 
could not have ſtood, to have gained 
the world: theſe, perceiving me to have 
received much injury, called out for 
ſome of the maid ſervants, to take care 
of me; who examining my leg, found 
my ankle joint prodigiouſly tumified; 
but whether it proceeded from a diſloca- 
tion of the joint, or only from a ſprain, 

Was 
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was unknown to them ; however they re- 
turned for ſomewhat to apply to it. 


By this time, my diſaſter had reach 
ed to the ears of the heads of the family, 
and had brought the old lady, the miſ- 
treſs, and two of her daughters to view 
me; when conceiving me to be worſe 
than I had been repreſented to them, they 
ordered me to be placed on a couch, and 
brought into the houſe to them. The 
old Jady, whoſe benevolence to her 
poor neighbours had qualified her from 
long experience to judge of ſuch caſes, 
after having handled and examined the 
part, pronounced that there was neither 
any fracture or diſlocation, but only a 
prodigious ſtrain, which in its conſequen- 
ces, might even prove worſe than either 
of them: then having fomented the part, 
and applied a ſtrengthning plaiſter and 
bandage, ſhe ordered me to bed, where 
J was attended as one of the family. 


Tnovecn the pain I endured in my 
limb was immenſly ſharp; yet it gave 
me 


TS. 
+ 
A 


* 
* 
Wb 
\ * 
4 
4 
5 


F AN N V. 47 


me not a tythe of the diſquietude that 
my mind combated with, at the dread of 
poſtponing my journey: for how ſoon T 
might be able to proſecute that with ef- 
fect, was a difficulty T could no ways re- 
ſolve to myſelf: ſo that concluding it was 
the will of fate, to oppoſe my deſires, I 
received ſmall relief but from my tears. 


I wouLD fain have given my couſin 
Betſy ſome account of my misfortune ; 
but as I muſt have truſted the letter into 
hands, whoſe curioſity I was not ap- 
priſed of; and had gone all along by the 
name of miſs Conſtance there; my doubts 
prevailed, for their opening it, in order 
to a diſcovery, not only of my true name, 
but of who I was, and from whence I 
came: for I could plainly perceive, that 
the inferiors of the houſe were ſubject 
to no ſlight ſpeculations on that head; 
I neither ſupporting the character of a 
perſon of mean rank, in my apparel, or 
behaviour : ſo that having duly weighed 
both ſides, I wholly declined writing. 


THERE 


. 
THREE tedious weeks had elapſed, 
before I was able to leave my chamber; 
nor could I then move about the houſe, 
but by the help of two ſticks, and in the 
acuteſt anguiſh. The old lady and her 
daughters had, from my diſcourſe and be- 
haviour to them, imbibed ſuch preju- 
dices in my favour, that I was forbid the 
kitchen, and taken intirely into the par- 
lour, as a companion for them; ſo that 
no ſituation could have been more elig- 
ible, had it happened in the right place; 
but Oxford being engraven in capitals in 
my heart, was ever ſo predominant in my 
mind, that the whole globe, to that, 
would have been a dungeon to me. 


My gentle benefactreſs, beſides three 
daughters, almoſt women, had alſo two 
ſons; Mr. George, and Mr. William 
Hervey; the elder, about twenty three, 
and the younger, fifteen, who was at a 
boarding- ſchool. Their father being dead, 
the elder was eſteemed maſter of the fa- 
mily; he was one of the ſobereſt young 
gentlemen I ever met with, for his years; 


and 
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and being a great lover of home, and ex- 
tremely fond of piquet, which none of 
the family delighted in but himſelf; 
having fiſned out my knowledge of the 
game, he was ſeldom eaſy, but when I 
was playing with him; for whenever I 
aimed at excuſing myſelf, he would re- 
ter it to his mamma, whether it was not 
much more beneficial to her patient, 
to keep my mind eaſy, and under em- 
ployment, than to fit languiſhing, and 
hemoaning my misfortune. 


Tax good lady his mother, out of 
indulgence to her fon, as well as in com- 
paſion to me, was ever of his opinion; 
nor was ſhe ever better pleaſed, than 
when ſhe had ſet us together, having 
made it her remark, ſhe would ſay, that 
at whatever time of the day we engaged, 
ſhe was certain of finding us till the next 
meal- time. 


Tuts conſtant intercourſe, drew on 


no little familiarity between us; inſo- 


much, as to have excited a paſſion in 
Vo L, ; D a Mr. 
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Mr. Harvey's breaſt for me, which he was 
unable, at pleaſure, to diſcharge. I not 


only perceived it myſelf, but it was far 
from being hid from his fiſters and mo- 
ther; till at length he put the queſtion to 
his mamma, of her approbation of me, tor 
a daughter in law; nor was he long in 
inducing her to the moſt favourable ſen- 
timents of me; as indeed, (though ſhe 
valued her ſon's ſatisfactions beyond every 


other conſideration) ſhe had imbibed * 


moſt unmerited eſteem for me. 


Tur time being arrived for venting 
his inclination to me, he did it with that 
becoming grace and ſincerity, which even 
compelled me to regret my prior engage- 
ment; but ſtill, I was too cloſely attached 


to Decius, to permit the incroachment of 


any other inmate to my heart; nor could 
Mr. Hervey's profeſſions work other ef- 
fect on me, than to increaſe my longing 
for a departure from that family, to 
whom I could not but make the moft un- 
generous returns, for the numberleſs ob- 
ligations they had conferred upon me. 
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MR. Hervey's repeated demands of me 
for a wife, could not but inſpire me with 
the moſt favourable regard for him, as 


a friend and acquaintance; but it ex- 


ceeded my power to proceed further with 
him; nor would my lameneſs, which was 


far from being perfectly reduced yet, ſuf- 


fer me abruptly to leave the family, after 
the care they had employed on my re— 


covery; which occaſioned my time to 
glide very heavily; for not a day paſſed, 
or ſcarce an hour, wherein I received not 


the moſt expreſlive tokens of Mr. Hervey's J 
regard for me. 


AT length, meeting with ſuch con- 
ſtant repulſes; he one day told me, that 
though he had flattered himſelf, I would 
not ſo ſtrenuouſly have withſtood his de- 
ſires ; yet, not perceiving he had hither- 
to been ſo ſucceſsful as to have made 
the leaſt progreſs in his ſuit, but had ra- 


ther obſerved me painfully to have ſuſ- 


tained his attacks; he was reſolved, ra- 
ther than create to me the leaſt uneaſi- 
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neſs, whatever himſelf might ſuffer un- 


der the reſtraint, never more to men- 


tion it to me; provided, I would but 


admit him to the rank of a friend in my 
eſteem, and behave as unreſervedly to 
him as I was uſed to do, before he had 
declared his mind to me: For that, as it 
would be an abſolute impoſſibility for 
him not to love, ſo he could harbour ho 
conception of my declining his converſa- 
tion, ſo long as he abſtained from every 
tendency to what he had found to be ſo 
ungrateful to me. 


Hap not the image of Decius ſo con- 
ſtantly dwelt in my mind, as to have 
made him ever preſent with me, I could 
not have refuſed the publick profeſſion of 
my regard for Mr. Hervey; or indeed did 
I abſolutely conceal it; but as we were 
now upon the terms of friendſhip only, 
excluſive of thoſe ſubtile niceties that love 


requires, I cloſed with his propoſal of 


amity, as the moſt felicitous turn my af- 
fairs were capable of taking, by acknow- 


ledging how happy I ſhould ever eſteem 


myſelf, 
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myſelf, in his friendly regard for me; 
nor was there any other cauſe for the re- 
pulſes he had received from me, than 

(as he laboured to aſſure me, he could 
not ceaſe to love me) that of my being 
indiſpenſibly attached, by a prior engage- - 
ment, to another object. 


By this free declaration of my mind 
to him, I perceived that I had gained 
his confidence prodigiouſly ; and from 
taat time forward, we converſed under 
far leſs reſtraint; nor did he abate a whit 
in his earneſtneſs for my company; for 
either at cards, by the fire-ſide, when 
we could ſteal an opportunity of being 
alone; or in the garden, ſo ſoon as I was 
able to bear a walk, were three in four 
of our wakeful hours ſpent together; 
nor was there ſcarce any occurrence 
within his knowledge, either relative to 
himſelf, or family, that he had not freely 
communicated to me. 


ONE day, as we were taking a turu 
together; Fanny, ſaid he, -prithee, who 
D 3 is 
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is this happy man, on whom you have 
thus firmly ſettled your affections? For 
I am no ſtranger to the ſmothered ſighs, 
you veil under a hem, or cough, as fre- 
quently as occaſion requires. Would you 
have me anſwer you ingenuouſty? ſaid J. 
I would, replied he. Then, ſaid I very jo- 
coſely, you know juſt as much of me, as 
I am able to inform you of him; his name 
only; fave that you have been much 
longer acquainted with me, than I with 
him. Am I then ſo unamiable, faid- he, 
in your eyes, as to loſe that ground by 
length and frequency of intercourſe, which 
a ſtranger can retain by a glance or two 
only. 


I REPLIED, that our wills were not in 
our own power; nor could the ſoundeſt 
judgment actuate them, as that directed; 
for I believed happineſs to be no reality; 
but a meer fiction of the brain; an in- 
clination for ſomewhat ſtill unattainable; 
but nevertheleſs deſirable: And that man, 
having fixed upon any ſingle point for 
obtaining it, could not deſert the purſuit, 
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till he miſled it there; when his natural 
propenſity to the good itſelf, would di- 
vert his views to ſome new object, which 
as little anſwering his expectation, his 
race was generally run, before he could 
enter upon his hoped fruition: And that, 


I told him, I verily believed to be my 


own caſe; but it being joyous in the 
idea, impelled me to graſp at the reality; 
which though I had the judgment to 
conceive againſt me ; yet I could no ways 
decline attempting, 


Ovnr diſcourſes uſually turned upon 
theſe ſort of ſubjects ; till growing capa- 
ble, as I thought, of profecating my 
journey, after due acknowledgments paid 
for the exceſs of favours I had received, 
I took my leave ; but why was the fe- 
male breaſt incumbered with that fiend 
compaſſion! that dire tormenter of the 
tender boſom ! Mr. Hervey's big ſwolen 
eyes, that glittered with tranſparent gems, 
whilſt his faultering tongue pronounced 
the valediction, diſtreſt me above meaſure. 
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SECTION. Iv. 


URELY, never was any creature be- 
fore ſo racked between contending 
paſſions, as I was during the journey. Iwas 
in purſuit of a man, who, for aught I knew 
to the contrary, might contemptuouſly 


_ diſregard me. I had fled from the man, 


whom from my ſoul I believed adored 
me. I had irritated a kind father againſt 
me, and had brought diſtreſs and anguiſh, 
both on him and a tender -mother, by 
withdrawing myſelf from their know- 
ledge ; nor could I, for my whole walk, 
attend to other ideas, than of one or 
other of them ſucceſſively taking place 
in my breaſt. Whenever my imagina- 
tion was intent on my parents, I con- 


demned my proceedings as erroneous, 


and my deſigns as unaccountable folly ; 
till reflecting, for whom I had engaged 


in this uncertaing, I was reduced. to 


confeſs, 


„ 37 
confeſs, that nothing upon earth could 
appear in competition with him: But 
then, ſhould he ſlight my proffered per- 
ſon, or my paſſion for him; what had I 


Toft, in abruptly forſaking the valuable 


Mr. Hervey, whom I could have com- 
manded, and whoſe affection for me I 
had already proved to a ſcruple. 


Wir a full freight of theſe dolorous 
reflections, did I enter Oxford; but 
where I ſhould fix my quarters, I was as 
yet uncertain; having never ſeen that 
city before. To ſome place it became, 
however, abſolutely neceſſary that I ſhould 
retire, for the recruit of my exhauſted 
ſpirits, and the relief of my limbs, too 


ſorely fatigued with my journey. I put 


in therefore, to one of the ſecond rate 
publick houſes there, for the night; that 
from my cooleſt reflections, I might c. 
gulate my future proccedings. 


I Har not as yet wrote, nor indeed 


did I find it convenient, or agreeable to 


me upon the road, to write to my couſin 
D 5 Betſy; 


r. 

Betſy; but the next morning, having 
taken me a decent private lodging, I 
wholly ſpent in a literal detail to her, 
of all that had befallen me, from my 
ſetting out from her houſe, till that in- 
ſtant of my writing ; excuſing myſelf for 
the reaſons I have already mentioned, for 
her not hearing from me before, and in- 
treating her to direct for me as ſoon as 
poſlible, by the name of Mary Conſtance, 
which name I had afſumed at Mr. Har- 
vey's, to be left at the Poſt-houſe in Ox- 
ford, till inquired for: But as the epiſtle 
itſelf contained no other matter than the 
facts above related, I ſhall omit tranſ- 
cribing it, though I purpoſe from hence- 


forwards, to deliver to my reader only my 


literary correſpondence; the originals 
themſelves being more expreſſive of the 
facts, at the times they happened, than 
any narrative collected from thence can be, 


though ſupported by a retentive and faith- 
ful memory, 
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MiG BzeTsy CRross to Miſs Mary 
 ConsTANCE at Oxford. 


Frampton, April 27th 1729, 

Ours of the 24th, my ever deareſt 
Paddy, both found and left me, 
under a world of anxiety; for indeed, my 
dear friend, I have ſcarce ever looked 
upwards ſince you parted from me; but 


ſtill boyed myſelf up, under the hopes of 
a line from you, till I had bewildered 


myſelf, in the apprehenſions of what 
might have befallen you. I will not re- 
peat my thoughts of the ſcheme you had 
embarked in, becauſe I am but too ſen- 
fible of their ungratefulneſs to you ; but 
give me leave, to tremble at the conſe- 


quences. 


I NEED no more urge the ſincerity of 
my ſorrow for your accident, than of the 
joy I received at the ſame inſtant, for 
your preſent recovery ; but Paddy, could 
any other of my ſex have delineated the 
perfect exemplar of a man you met with 

in 
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in Mr. Hervey, in the advantageous terms 
you have exhibited him, and yet have de- 
clined his proffered affection? To me, ir 
ſhould ſeem a contradiction : For none 
but the head and hand, belonging to the 
heart that peculiarly eſteemed him, could 
have painted him in your colours. Nay, 
methinks, I am already in love with him 
myſelf, from your character; not only of 
himſelf, but that good Samaritan his mo- 
ther, and the humane young ladies, his 
ſiſters; a family, one would glory in an 
alliance with. 

Lr me then, with my whole ſtock 
of amazement, reflect on the ſuperior 
proſpect, that hath withdrawn you from 
that moſt worthy family; and where ſhall 
I take my ſtand, for a moſt happy view 
of it? Decius, as you call him, is a fine 
gentleman ; for that I will not diſpute 
with you ; but why was Decius made for 
you? Or how circumſcribed muſt be his 
opticks, that amidſt the female world, 
they muſt tranſmit to his ſoul your per- 
fon, for its inſtant admiration? Words, 
is though 


N. ol 
though the heart accords not, are the 
tokens that allure the female heart; nor 
is ſhe to be blamed who credits them, 
when delivered in a ſhew of ſincerity, al- 
though ſhe ſhould too ſoon find herſelf 
deceived by them; but what are we to 
think of her, who yields without a word, 
to invite or delude her. 


Has Decius profeſſed his ardour for 
your perſon, or perfections? Has he ſup- 
plicated for permiſſion to caſt himſelf for 
life at your feet, and adore you? Has he 
requeſted you for his bride? Not one of 
theſe, or to the like effe&t ; but Decius 
can talk, and Decius is a fine gentleman. 
Conſider, my dear Paddy, before you caſt 
yourſelf into the path of Decius ; who 
for aught that he has yet aimed at, for 
gaining your credit to the contrary, may 
conceal a devil under the guiſe of a fine 
gentleman. | 


Your father - hath been here twice, 
and 1 have received three meſſages from 
him, conjuring me, if I know it, to diſ- 
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cover where he may find you : For ſurely, 
no man can ſuffer more for the abſence 
of a child, than he does; belicving alſo, 
as he tells me, the loſs of you will ſoon 
break the heart of your mamma. Why 


then am I intruſted with that privacy, 


that I durſt not reveal, though nature 
itſelf goes to wreck around me, for the 


want of it? But there is ſomewhat ſo 


forcible in the ſacred name of friendſhip, 
that, in ſpite of nature and humanity, 
prevails for its conſervation. 


Lr me hear from you, by every 
opportunity; for I long to know how it 


will go with my deareſt Paddy. Par- 


don therefore the obtruſion of my preſent 
Thoughts upon you, nor eſteem me leſs 


your friend, for the freedom of my ſen- 


timents ; for whilſt life endures, no inte- 
reſt will lie nearer to my heart, than that 


of my dear Paddy, to her 


(I cfectionate kinfwoman, 


E. CRoss. 


9 
| 
| 


| 
1) 
| 
[ 
a 


„„ NEO 


err Canan to Mb 


ELIZABETH CRoss at Frampton. 


| May 3, 1729. 

My deareſt BeTsy, 
1 F you received a tranſcendent pleaſure 

at the receipt of mine, aſſure yourſelf, 
you have no leſs a power to pleaſe: For 
ſhould I laviſh out the exceſs of ſatisfac- 
tion yours of the 27th of laſt month gave 
me, I might waſte my whole time and pa- 
per in acknowledgments; even thoſe 


parts, wherein you are moſt ſevere upon 


me, delight whilſt they ſting. The more 
importunately you require the employ- 
ment of my conſideration, the deeper ſenſe 
I am to have, and will conceive, of your 
friendſhip for me; but, deareſt Betſy, 


ſuffer me to judge a little for myſelf, till 


you ſhall hear that I act erroneouſly ; for 
be aſſured, that I am determined, you 
ſhall be my mother confeſſor, let what will 
happen to me here. 


As 
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As Iam certain, whatever befalls me, 
agreeably to my inclination, will create 
fome joy to my friend, I ſhall hope, from 
a relation of the progreſs I have hitherto 
made, (which for the time, I truſt you 
will judge to be no mean ſtep to the 
furtherance of my views) you will join in 
my exultation. 


AFTER I had wrote my letter to you, 

I then ſet forth upon my inquiry after 
Decius; but there being ſeveral of his 
name, of ſeparate colleges in this univer- 
ſity ; unleſs I could have pointed out his 
ſtanding, his degree, and ſeveral other 
ſpecial marks of him, I might poſſibly 
have made many wrong applications, be- 
fore I had hit upon the right man; 
which proved moſt adverſe to my way 
of thinking; not that I purpoſed to 
have delivered myſelf point blank into 
his arms; but by a conſtant attendance 
about the college he was of, to have left 
him inexcuſable, had he not ſoon diſco- 
vered me. In my preſent dilemma, I 
was doubtful what - courſe to take, till 
| hearing 
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hearing accidentally, in the houſe I lodg- 
ed at, that the ſtudents were all to meet 
the next ſunday upon ſome ſpecial occa- 
ſion at St. Mary's, I reſolved to poſtpone 
all further ſearch, till that day; when I 
purpoſed either to lay myſelf in his way 
at the church, or by keeping a watchful 
eye for him at his departure, to have 
tracked him home to his chambers ; ſo 


that my next ſtep might have been taken 
upon ſome certainty. 


I was early at the church, and had fo 
planted myſelt, as both to ſee, and be 
ſeen, by all who entered at the great door; 
nor had I been ſtationed there more than 
a quarter of an hour, before Decius came 
in; but though I turned myſelf fronting 
him, he (not expecting me there) never 
once ſo much as caſt an eye towards 
me. By this my dear, pardon my re- 
mark, though I was purpoſely dreſt in 
the very clothes that he firſt admired me 
in, you may plainly perceive him to be 
no wanderer : For ſuch men never want 
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an eye for but the figure of any new 


thing in petticoats. 


As J had eſcaped his notice before 
ſervice, I was reſolved to place myſelf ſo 
as to catch his eye after it was over, and 
ſtood careleſly looking about me at the 


door, till he came out; when purpoſely 
_ oppoſing his paſſage, but ſeemingly in- 


tent upon ſomewhat elſe; I found him 
ſtruck with reminiſcence of me. Havi g 
made ſo fair a beginning, I thought to 
have followed him to his chambers, that 
I might no longer remain in ignorance 


of his dwelling; but my dear Betſy, if 


you have never been in love, or at leaſt, 
to the degree I am, it will be endleſs 
recounting to you every littie turn and 
flutter of my heart, during this interview; 
nor can you poſlibly comprehend them 


from my relation. 


Now, my dear, came on the trial, 


for obſerving which way he moved, I 
took the direct contrary, that he might 


not ſuſpect I was ſetting him; but till 


with 
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with intent (you underſtand me my dear) 
of turning after him, when he ſhould leaſt 
ſuſpect me, in ſhort I had no ſooner 
faced about for purſuing him, than I 


perceived him at the ſame ſport with me 


too; and in the ſpace of a trifling walk, 
we met again, and paſſed ; but he ſeeming 
to view me more intenſely than before, 
I could not forbear turning my head, 
to know whether he till looked after me; 
when I caught him in the very fact, and 
to my thinking, he was again following 
me. 


Blame me not, my dear, when J 
confeſs, that I ſhortened my ſteps, that 


I might occaſion him no unneceſſary trou- 
ble, m overtaking me. This he ſoon did, 


and eying me with a fide glance, paſſed 
me; turning his head, at every two or 
three ſteps, for recollecting me; till hav- 


ing gained further acquaintance with my 


face, he made a full ſtop, till I came upto 
him; then taking off his cap, pardon 
me madam, for being ſo bold, ſaid he; 


but will you give me leave to crave your 


name © 
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name: for moſt certain I am, that I 
have ſomewhere ſeen you before, though 
the place has eſcaped my memory. I 


replied, Graham Sir, I am of W—ch—ch 
in Dorſetſhire. 


I nap the honour, laſt Chriſtmas, ad- 
ded he, to be incircled by ſo many of 
the fineſt creatures I ever beheld, and in 
that country two, that I profeſs myſelf 
deficient in recollecting the names of the 
ſeveral objects. What leſs could J do, 
my dear, obſerving the dear man to have 
forgotten me by name, than to refreſh his 
memory by circumſtances? If I am not 
much miſtaken, Sir, ſaid I; your voice 
beſpeaks you of no mean dignity in that 
country. Dignity ! madam, retorted he : 
No leſs than majeſty, replied I. O ma- 
dam! ſaid he, I now recal paſt ſcenes 
to mind. I was intitled ſoveraign there, 
tis true, and recollect you was one of the 
company. I was lo, Sir, ſaid I, nor one 
of the lower claſs there. What! my 
queen ? demanded he. To which I replied, 
that neglecting the more deſerving, the 

lot 
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lot had conſtituted me his royal con- 
ſort. 


Wx then fell into a flow of compli- 
ments; he inquired after my family ; 
who had accompanied me to Oxford? 
how long I had been there ? With twenty 

' Ether common queſtions, and concluded 
with begging my company at his cham- 
bers, that he might have the honour of 
ſhewing me the univerſity; and, in fine, 
mvited me to breakfaſt with him next 
morning. 


HERE, my dear, I ſhall break off; 
having led you through the buſineſs of 
the day; and ſorry I am, that I cannot 
this night ſend this to you; for I would 
not detain you a moment from the know- 
lege of the proſperous iſſue my affairs are 
| likely to take here ; but you may depend 

upon an account of to morrow, with it, | 
by that night's poſt. 
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| May 4, 11 at night. 

I Tpy1s morning, my dear, breakfaſted 
with Decius. His manner is abſolutely in- 
chanting, I am in raptures whilſt I relate 
it. He loves me, Betſy, immoderately ; 
and this I am aſcertained of, by every 
inſtance of his behaviour to me. Had you 
but ſeen the extaſy he was in, at the re- 
port of my being alone; that, as he ſaid, 
he might be ſo happy as to provide for 
me during my ſtay, in a manner ſuitable 
to his own inclination, and my merit, you 
would confeſs, with me, that I am one of 
the luckieſt creatures breathing. 


I SHALL not be over prolix in my report 
of this day's tranſactions; for as it was 
chiefly ſpent in viewing the remarkables 
of the place, it would be uſeleſs to fatigue 
you with a catalogue of names of colleges, 
halls, churches, theatres, and ſo forth, 
unleſs I meant to deſcribe their ſeveral 
apparatus to you, which I have neither 
time nor capacity for at preſent; but 
ſhall only hint, that having paſſed the 
morning in the above amuſement, that 
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ſweet man expreſſed his delight in my - 
preſence by the moſt elegant dinner for me 
that you can imagine, at the very top 
tavern in the city; nay, ſo exceſſive 
fond was he of ingroſſing me wholly to 
himſelf, that I could not perſuade him 
to quit me, till the ſhutting up of the 
college gates; though we had agreed, to 
have made a further progreſs about the 
town, in the afternoon ; but that was now 
deferred to the next day : For neither was 
my hand freed from his, or my lips at 
reſt for a moment, the whole atternoon ; 
and ſuch a profuſion of love iſſued for me, 
that I am now ſuperlatively happy. You 
ſhall hear farther by the next poſt, from 


Your moſt affectionate, &c. 


F. Granan. 


p. g. 1 breakfaſt with him 
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Miſs BeTsy CROSS, to Miſs 
Mary CoNsSTANCE at Oxford. 


| | May 7, 1729. 
ParTICIPATE, my ever dear Paddy, 
in every ſtage of your felicity, wiſh- 

ing you from my ſoul an honourable | 
concluſion to your amour ; but mult ac- | 
knowledge my ſurpriſe at both the time | 
and difficulty it coſt Decius for recollect- 
ing you; on which I foreſee -you have 5 
taken care to anticipate my reflections, 
by the gentle excuſe you make for him: 
Far other, I ſhould have imagined, (from 
the ſlight engagements myſelf have had 
that way) than a paſſionate lover would 
dare to have framed for himſelf, whoſe 
ſoul ſhould have been ever ſo full of his 
miſtreſs, that her juſt pourtrait ought ne- 
ver to have been from before his eyes, | 
in her moſt becoming attitudes ; but it 
might be, he might not know you. An- 
ſwer me, could he love that face he 
knew not? Yes, you may reply, when 
you had publiſhed your name, and family 
ro 


N T. 7 
to him; but till, I ſubmit, whether in 
ſuch caſe, theſe were not, rather than 
your perſon, abſtracted from theſe, the 
ſpurs for reviving his affection? And if 

ſo; is it poſſible, it ſhould not originally 
have ariſen from thence ? | 


| Tusk, my dear, are. but neceſſary 
| queries for a by-ſtander; no otherwiſe 
concerned in the game, than by the pro- 
foundeſt wiſhes for your proſperity. Was 
the caſe my own, and Decius's real cha- 
rater as much unknown to me, as I 
take for granted it is to you; in order 
to penetrate the depth of his deſigns, and 
the unfeignedneſs of his profeſſions to me, 
perſonally ; I ſhould inform him of the 
breach between my father and me, and 
of the lender expectation I had of ever 

| receiving a fortune from him; that J 
looked upon myſelt as an unworthy wife 
to a man of figure; and that, as beſt 
ſuiting my preſent circumſtances, I could 
have no hope, but of ſettling in ſome 
low way of life, unleſs I ſhould be fo 
Vol. I. E fortunate, 
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fortunate, as ever to prevail for a reconci4 
liation with my father. 


i By ſome methods like the foregoing, 

| you may probably probe his ſoul, and 
diſcover the true Decius; nor need you 
doubt of ſucceſs either way : for ſhould | 
he ardently love you, he will rejoice at | 

the opportunity of demonſtrating it, at 
that time, preferable to all others, when 
not the leaſt ſurmiſe of mercenary views 
can be attributed to his ſuit, and when 
he can lay you under the ſupremeſt ob- 
ligation; and then, on the other hand, | 
ſhould your fortune alone be his aim, 
how happy may you eſteem yourſelf, in 

the opportunity of diſcarding a worthleſs 

wretch, who ſought not you, but yours, 

* to your undoing ? 


My dear Paddy, be cautious how you 
proceed ; know him as thorougly as you 
can, before you marry him: tor remem-_ 
ber, that you will never know the worſt 

of him, till he is your huſband. My 
8 . prayers. 
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prayers attend you, and ever ſhalt ; for 
no one will ever be dearer, to 


Your affectionate 


E. Cro5ss. 
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Mi FAN NY GRAHAM, to Miſs 
EL IZ. CROss. 


My deareit Betly, Oxf. May 6, 1729. 
told you in my laſt, I was to breakfaſt 
with Decius, as yeſterday. I went ac- 

cordingly; when being grown familiar 
with each other, by the perpetual inter- 
coule between us, that dear man, after 
numberleſs ſalutes, both of my hands and 
eyes, in an eaſy and jocoſe manner, ſwang 
me round upon his bed; at which inſtant, 
before I could recolle& myſelf, ſome one 
wrapt hard at his outward door. You 
never in your life, beheld any poor in- 
nocent creature ſo terrified as Decius, 
left I ſhould be apprehended with him; 
not upon his own account, as he aſſured 
E 2 mez 
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me; but for fear it ſhould prove diſa- 
greeable to me: ſo that intreating me 


to retire into his ſtudy, and compoſe my- 


ſelf, he went to the door. 


IREARD him talking, in a little out- 
ward paſſage, for ſome time; till at length, 
he brought a gentleman into the next 


room to that where I was: when I could 


hear, now and then, a word that was 
ſaid from whence I collected, that the 


gentleman came to adviſe with him, about 


ſome abuſe that his daughter had receiv- 
ed; inſiſting, that he ſhould marry her; 
but had you heard with what ſeeming ab- 
Horrence Decius received his tale, pity- 


Ing the poor man, and aſſuring him, that 


if he would call upon him the next week, 
he ſhould not fail of ample ſatisfaction; 
you would have been aſtoniſhed, at the 
tenderneſs he expreſſed, for him and the 
Poor young woman. 


Hrs viſiter having left him, 1. al- 
moſt flew to my arms, and releaſed me; 
| but 


NN Y "oo 
but during our tea, a ſeeming cloud 
hovered over his brow, which obſtructed 
his natural gaiety. I took notice of it 
to him, and deſired to know what he 
| had inet with ſo diſagreeable to him? 
| When ſurely, ſuch humanity, modeſty, 

and gentleneſs of diſpoſition, never diſ- 
played themſelves, in the deportment of 
any one man before, as now, in Decius. 
He then entered upon his relation, that 
a young gentleman of the ſame college, 
with whom he had a moſt peculiar 1n- 
timacy, had made too free with a 
tradeſman's daughter; inſomuch that her 
diſgrace was no longer concealable z the 
father, after ſeveral fruitleſs applications 
to his fellow-collegian for redreſs, had 
at length intreated him, as the gentle- 
man's friend, to intereſt himſelf in the 
affair, on the poor girl's behalf, which in 
compaſſion for the injured, he had under- 
taken ; and was reſolved, either to com- 
pel him to repair the damage by mar- 
rying her, or never more to admit him 
in the roll of his acquaintance. | 
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You may imagine, my dear, that I 
was not ſilent on the head, nor omitted 
my influence, for urging him 'to a per- 
{ſeverance in his purpoſe ; ſuch an abuſc 
to one's own ſex, not being lightly to be 
paſſed over; and this he having engaged 
to do, we finiſhed our tea, and then took 


our round of the colleges; but poor 


Decius, was ſo full of the ſtory he had 


heard, and ſo ſhocked, as he told me, 
at the barbarous uſage of his companion, 
to the poor girl, that he could ſcarce 
raiſe a ſmile for the whole enſuing day ; 


breaking out, every now and then, as. 


we walked under the ſhade, of one or 
other of the college gardens; © Inhu- 
„ man wretich ! not marry her! Could 
ever man be ſo ungenerous, as to en- 
„gage with the lady he did rot love! 


and if he loved, what can retard his 
„ nuptials? — The niceſt virtue will 


<« ſometimes admit the favour, on proſ- 
* pet of ſucceeding matrimony ; and 
© being one in affection, the crime is al- 
&« leviated, provided marriage proves the 
e reſult; 
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ee reſult; but the man muſt be aban- 


& doned to the dregs of baſeneſs, that 
c after the favour aranted, ſhall decline 
all further alliance.“ 


In ſhort, my dear Betſy, never man 
declared himſelf more indulgent to the 


foibles of our ſex, than Decius; or more 


languine in the condemnation of his own, 
for their villanous baſeneſs in deſerting 
us in ſuch a caſe : but the affair of his 
friend, having ſo much ruffled his ſpirits, 
we parted ſoon aſter dinner, that he might 
that evening have an opportunity of 
rating him into a compliance with the 
diſtreſſed father's requeſt, as he told me: 
for, my dear, he is to take me over to 
Blenheim with him to-morrow, and then 
can have no time for it. 


Mr next will give you an account of 
my journey, till when I remain, 
Your moſt affectionate, 


F. GRAH AM. 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM to Miſs 
ELIZABETH CRoss. 


Oxford May 10, 1729. 

ORD! what is it, that can make my 
dear Betſy ſo queer of late? We were 
uſed to talk of the men and lovers, in 
quite another ſtrain formerly. Why 
ſhould it ſeem ſtrange to you, that Decius 


ſhould, after ſo long abſence have for- 


gotten my face, which he had never ſeen 
more than twice before ? And as to your 
argument about dwelling in his ſoul, and 
being ever before his eyes; upon my 
word, Betſy, there is nothing in it but 
romantick fancy : for you can't imagine, 
but he might doat upon my perſon, which 
he had left behind him, though he might 


not minutely remember my foot or my 


fingers; and why not, then, without re- 


collecting my very features:? 


IN DE ED Betſy, you are, ſince the 


death of my aunt, grown as formal as an 


old maid; pardon che expreſſion, my 
| 18 


FF ANT a 


dear, and have formed your queries on 


maxims better ſuiting my grandmother, 


than my dear Betſy : for what could firſt 


put it into your head, child, that after I 


had taken ſuch immenſe pains to gain the 
man I delight in, I ſhould imbitter his 
reliſh for me by every the moſt nauſeat- 
ing-icruple, I could poſſibly e to his 
taſte? 


WovLD you, my dear, have replied to 
a man of fortune, ſuing for your favour, 


that you was qualified only for ſome low 


way of life ; and have deſired him to have 
left you to your proper ſtation ? Believe 


me, child, when I ſay I doubt it; or 


rather, when I tell you, you neither 
would, nor could have ſaid any ſuch 


Forc1vE my proving ſomewhat jo- 
cular, my dear, when- I preſume you 
have taken upon you my good aunt's late 
motherly employment of probing; but 
her- ſkill, - child, extended only to the 
: nor pretend I, as a greater adept, 
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to probe the ſoul. Bleſs me! my dear, 
you make one even ſhudder at the 
thought; but never do you fear, let me 
once make ſuch a man as Decius my own, 
I ſhall have little reaſon to commend my 
preſent ability to diſcard him; nay, as 
all ſucceeds with me ſo charmingly, I 
mult call you a little to order for giving 
him ſuch ſevere appellatives. 


CavTriovus, I ſhall be, my dear 
friend may aſſure herſelf, conſiſtent with 
good manners, and the man of honour I 
have to deal with; but let no girl, I ſay, 
fruſtrate her own happineſs, by an ill- 
timed diſtruſt of her beſt friends ; unleſs 
herſelf has a mind to be neglected. 


Havins anſwered yours of the ſe— 
venth, I come now to inform you, as I 
promiſed in my laſt, of our journey. We 
were mounted, my dear, on a phaeton, 
wherefrom we might be ſaid to have 
overlooked the world beneath us, and but 
for the tickliſnneſs of our ſituation, might 


have commanded an whole hemiſphere 
. "ll 
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all round us; but having never been ſo 
highly elevated before, I muſt confeſs, 
the whole pleaſure of my journey was ab- 
ſorbed in reflections, on what would 
ſooner, or later, be the iſſue of it: for 
my attention was altogether employed, in 
looking out how I might fall with the 
leaſt diſadvantage to myſelf, whenever 
the rockineſs, or unevenneſs of the way, 
inclined me either to the right or left of 
the wheels beneath me: ſo that though it 
was a cool morning, and a bleak north- 
welt wind we ſat out in, which would 
have chilled me almoſt to freezing in a 
coach or a charriot; I had not rode half 
a mile on this whirligig, before I was in 
ſuch a ſweat, you might have wrung my 
clothes on my back; and this I remained 
in till my alighting at Woodſtock. 


We viewed the ſtupendous fabrick 
with vaſt delight; dined moſt elegantly, 
made love, and received it in the park, 
till exhauſted rather than fatigued with 
the exerciſe, we again clambered up to 
our eminence, and drove back to a gen- 
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. 
teel ſupper Decius had ordered for me at 


our old rendezyous. 


I HEARTILY with, my dear, I had 


| you with me here ;- what elſe on earth 


could be wanting to the gratification ot 
my every deſire : for in the abſence of a 
female friend, one has no body to com- 
municate ones fancies to, as they ſucceſ- 
ſively ſtrike one, or to confer with on 


the progreſs I make in my amour; where- 


by at leaſt one half of the delight of it 
is ſunk to me; but it will be trifling to 
aim at enlarging your notions of the 1a- 
tisfaction that redounds to the amorous 


ſoul, from a communication of its pro- 


ceedings in that paſſion. I have tired 
your patience already, ſo no more, but I 


ſubſcribe . 


Your affectionate 


F. GRAHAM. 


Min 
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Miſs BETSY CRoss to Mis Mary 
Co NSTANCE at Oxford. 


487. 0 Frampton May the 13th, 1729. 
pew can I but rejoice, dear Paddy, at 
your ſatisfactions! Pray heaven they 
prove real: for I am of that phlegmatick 
diſpoſition, as not to take all for gold that 
glitters. My dear, if you cannot peruſe 
my miſtruſts pleaſurably, caſt theſe lines 
into the fire unread; give me notice of 
your impatience at my ſcruples, and I will 
aſſure my deareſt Paddy, this ſhall be the 
laſt time ſhe ſhall be troubled with them; 
but if you can permit me ſo far, for 
the peace of my own mind, as to give 
them a patient reading, let me intreat 
your attention; and though they cauſe no 
alteration in your proceedings, yet being 
the iſſues of an heart ever faithful in your 
ſervice, accept them candidly, and pub- 
liſh your pleaſure for my future proceed- 
ing, or not, in the ſame way, as occaſion 
ſhall offer to me. 
vs bf 


J mvsT 
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I Mus confeſs, yours of the ſixth 
inſtant, at firſt ſight, having in the be- 
ginning raiſed my indignation againſt 
Decius, completed abſolutely my pre- 
judice to him in the concluſion : for what 
pretence hath a ſober and diſcreet lover, 
whoſe poſt intitles him to every decent 
freedom with his miſtreſs, (none of 
which, I have as yet heard you have been 
fo obdurate as to deny him ) what pre- 
tence, 1 ſay hath he, or can he have, 
to caſt his virtuous lady upon his bed ?— 
I am aſhamed of it land for the very 
name of the thing, it ought to have been 
avoided ; it gives a man liberty for diſ- 
courſe injurious to her character, and 
may have been intended as a prelude 
to nameleſs purpoles. 


Tre ſtory of the tradeſman's daugh- 
ter, related by her father, (the perſon in 
life, you may eventually ſtand moſt in- 
debted to for the preſervation of your ho- 
nour) hath ſomewhat in it not near fo 
ſtriking to me, as you ſeem to conceive 
e of 


a) 
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of it; nor ſhould I (pardon me, my dear) 
have given ſo implicit faith to it, had I 


been in your place, as you ſeem to have 


done; leſt, inſtead of his friends (as it 


was but neceſſary you ſhould believe it) 


the caſe ſhould. prove his own; and eſ- 
pecially, after I had heard Decius pro- 
miſe ſatisfaction; wherein, till he knew 
his friend's: opinion of the affair, I 
ſhould judge, he acted prematurely. But 


to wave conjectures, and proceed to 


facts: I can ſtudy no reaſon, why De- 
cius his friend having committed an 
ungenerous act to another perſon, ſhould 
have had ſuch effect upon Decius, as to 
have rendered him incapable of the en- 
joyment of his miſtreſs's ſociety; unleſs 
he preferred him to her; but was the 
caſe, as I ſaid before, the caſe of Decius, 
(nothing yet in the ſtory having force 
to convince me of the contrary) I muſt 
needs ſay, Decius's perplexity was but 
too juſtly founded : now what above all 
weighs with me is, the levity with which 
Decius ſpake of the action, provided the 
falve of matrimony was but timely ap- 
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plied to the wounded honour of the 
party; nor can I for my life, eſteem 
that man a friend to the ſex, who in 
ſpite of every thing valuable that belongs 
to them, can be ſo indulgent to their 
foibles; the only means of rendering 
them odious in the eye of all ſober peo- 


ple. 


My prejudice to this late act of De- 
cius may have hurried me beyond the 
limits of that good underſtanding, I ſhall 
ever pride myſelf in preſerving with my 
dear Paddy; but ſtill, I truſt, I ſhall 
keep within thoſe of a ſteady friendſhip 
for her; nor doubt I, my dear, but you 
will accept it as ſuch. 


I cou now to anſwer your laſt of 
the 10th inſtant, wherein you inform me 
of the tour you took with Decius. I 
am pleaſed with the. deſcription of your 
vehicle, but very little ſo with your Jour- 
ney, and alone too, with a man you know 
but by name. I would Mill recommend 

caution 
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caution to you; the unthinking are un- 
guarded, and theſe are not ſeldom ſnared, 
when it will be to late to complain of 
male treatment. No; caution may Pre- 
vent that at firſt, which the world can't 
perry: — 85 once over. 


1 lr with, as much as yourſelf 
to be with you, Betſy, though I might 
but be a clog upon ſome of your amuſe- 
ments; and ſhould equally enjoy every 
of your reaſonable ſatisfactions with your- 
ſelf; which, though you ſeem at preſent 
to riot in, I wiſh a day may not come, 
when, unleſs you can reconcile yourſelf 
to my uncle, you may lament your 
having ever parted from that eſtimable 
huſband, you might have had of Mr, 
Hervey. 


I pts1R2E, in your next, you will 
acquaint me what ſettlement Decius has 
propoſed to you; and when the time is 
appointed for your marriage: as methinks, 
1 could wiſh that was well over. In ex- 

pectation 


N . 
pectation of which, waits with longing 
impatience, 

Your Affectionate 


ELI::. Cross. 
AAAAVAPERVAAPAEERAPPAPAAPAVEANRARY 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Nils 
ELIZABETH CRoss 


= dear loving Betſy, 

Oxf. May 18th, 1729. 

HY fo vapouriſh ! I am atraid child, 
thou art turning methodiſt: thy 
letters abound with ſuch lectures of mo- 
rality, as are only fit for the pen of a biſhop's 
widow, who has over lived all hopes of a 
future conſort; but I hope, my dear, this 
is not your caſe; nor doubt I, though at 
preſent your epiſtles ſavour of the Nor- 
wich crape, and bambazeen, but when a 
proper ſuitor makes his addreſſes, to find 
you again the ſame ſpritely girl as ever. 


Bur ſay, dear Betſy, what has wy 
poured thee thus, that thou judgeſt ſo 
- hardly 
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hardly of ſingle people? Is it impoſſible, 
that a ſingle gentleman and lady ſhould 
converſe, eat, travel, or any way aſſociate 
together, but fornication muſt be the 
end of their meeting ? For ſhame ! child, 
ſubſcribe to the innocent enjoyments of 
life ; think no miſchief thyſelf, nor will 
any befall thee, take my word for it. 


You judge too cenſoriouſly of Decius 


for his benevolence, and let me tell thee,. 


my dear, were you to be ſo ſevere upon 
each as generous lover of your own, as. 
you have been upon poor Decius, lord 
have mercy upon you, child: for I 
pronounce you to be cut out for an old 


maid. No man can ever conform to the 


rigour of your rules, till he becomes paſt 
the conſideration of every other woman. 


Mx dear, you recommend thinking. 
Why, child, I had thought myſelf half 
crazy before I came hither; and now 
think, that in abſence of thought all. 
things flow moſt ſmoothly : but think not 
from this, that I act unguardedly, as you 

| call 
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call it. No, my dear, you ſhall ſoon ſee 
me flouriſh according to my beſt expect- 
ations with Decius. We ſhall be mar- 
ried in an heat, child, whenever the hu- 
mour takes us; without the dull ceremo- 
ny of a fixed day, or the tedious unmean- 
ing eibberiſh of ſettlements : for though 
J perceive you could, I have not the front 
to aſk a man for ſomething, who bring 
him nothing but myſelf ; nor indeed, hath 
either that, or matrimony, been as yet 
diſcourſed of between us; for, child, as 
the whole beauty of wedlock conſiſts in 
the preliminary courtſhip; ſo it is too 
early days with us as yet to think of con- 
finement, till we have wearied ourſelves 
with the round of freſh delights we are 
engaged in. 


Wx are to make a trip by water for a 
few miles on Wedneſday, to fiſh for our 
own dinners. If we get nothing, we muſt 
faſt, he tells me; but if we are ſucceſs- 
ful, we are to have our fry dreſt moſt 
elegantly, at the hut of a fiſherman, by 
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the water ſide, whoſe wife is remarkable 
for fuch cookery. 


0 BE TSE] chat you, and your ſpark 
were but with us! how like petty queens 
we ſhould be entertained, if he was but 
as noble ſpirited as my Decius, who is 
actually, my dear, one of the politeſt men 
that way, I ever met with. 


WEIII adieu, dear Betſy, till my 
return, when you ſhall hear of our ſport, 


from : 


Your affectionate 
F. GRAHAM, 


F 


Miſs Fan Ny GRAHAM to Miſs, 
ELIZABETH CRoss. 


Dear couſin Betſy, 
Oxford Tueſday May 19, 1729. 


Vo U had not heard from me a- 

gain ſo ſoon, but that 1 have 
been tormenting myſelf all day, over a 
letter I received this morning, whoſe 


contents 
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contents I cannot gueſs. the meaning of; 
neither from whom it comes, unleſs it 
ſhould prove an hint from you, through 
your abundant-concern for me, to alarm 
the heedleſs girl, you take me for, into 
more ſolidity; and if fo, I adjure you, 
for the ſake of our inviolable friendſhip, 
that you reinſtate my tranquility, , by an 
ingenuous confeſſion of it, at the return 
of the poſt: for I ſhall not be myſelf, till 
I receive your anſwer. It was left for 
me at my lodging, ſo ſoon as it was 
day-light, by a labouring man, as he 
ſeemed to be, who ſtayed not a mo- 
ment; not even till he could be aſked 
whether it required an anſwer or not. 
As it is but ſhort, I ſhall give it you, 
word for word; though I am in great 
hopes, you are as well apprized of its con- 
tents, as I am. It runs thus. 


Maran, 

Tx juſt eſteem I have for youth, 

beauty, and innocence, cauſes this ſhort 

warning, that you fiſh not in troubled 

waters. There are ſharks in the freſh, 
| as 
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as well as in the ſalt waters; theſe prey 
ſolely on the body, thoſe on the innocence 
and honour. Beware! mankind are 
various; nor dare the true venture, where 
the falſe too oft ſucceed. Be not too ſe- 
cure. Adieu. | 


I s HALL not know what to think of 
this, till I hear from you; but at all 
events, I will poſtpone my fiſhing voyage 
to-morrow z nor will I, in the mind I am 
in, ſtir out of my lodging till the return 
of the poſt. If you really had no hand 
in it, ſend me your free thoughts of it : 
for I ſhall remain in the utmoſt per- 
plexity, till I hear from you. I am 


Your uneaſy, but affectionate 


F. GRAHAM, 


Miſs 


* 
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Miſs BETSsY CRoss to Miſs. MARY 
CONSTANCE. 


Frampton, May 23, 1729. 
Gi me leave, my dear Paddy, whilſt 
I am to anſwer both your important 
epiſtles, to return the demand upon you; 
Why ſo vapourith ! Why ſo hipped ! Some 
things I perceive can diſturb the heart of 
even the giddy themſelves. 


I Au neither methodiſt, nor biſhops 


widow, nor perhaps, may I make my 


election for the ſtate of celibacy, rather 
than miſs Graham; but I profeſs my 
choice for a man of approved worth and 
fidelity; nor will I fo far pleaſe my eye, 
as to contemn my judgment in him. 


You ſeem to gingle very prettily up- 
on the word thought, which has ever 
found its due weight with me ; nor would 
J adviſe you to diſpiſe it, leſt its fellow, 
after - thought, proves an unwelcome in- 
mate to you at laſt: for my dear, Paddy, 


I am 


2 


„„ 
T am ſurpriſed you can acquieſce in a 
courtſhip, wherein, as you confeſs, nei- 
ther matrimony, nor ſettlement hath ever 
been once hinted yet. Excuſe me, my 
dear, if I ſhould ftill be ſo cenforious, 
as you call it, to conceive your court- 
ſhip may have been commenced, and ſtil! 
be proſecuted, for worſe purpoſes than 
matrimony : not that I can imagine yow 
believe ſo; but your confidence in De- 
cius's diſinclination to ſelfiſh views, be- 
tore you know more of him, than it is 
poſſible you yet ſhould, is what condemns 
you in my opinion. 


I A0 REE with you in the agreeable- 
neſs of courtſhip to our ſex; it is our 
holliday time, and perhaps the gayeſt too 
we may ever meet with. 


You know I highly diſapproved your 
land tour, nor' can I concur with your 
fiſhing voyage, as you pleaſantly call it: 
tor what may not happen child, to a 
young creature alone, defenceleſs, and 


conducted ſhe knows not whither ? Nor 
Vor. I. F can 


6 . 


can I judge the advertiſement, ſent you 
by your unknown well-willer, to be ad- 
vice in the leaſt to be ſlighted; though 
let my deareſt Paddy reſt aſſured, I am 
ignorant both of the fact and the au- 
thor. 


I am perſuaded that ſcrip was not ac- 
cidental, but the act of a friendly bene- 
factor. It falls in with my ſentiments 
of things, though poſſibly I may not 
produce ſo good foundation for my fur- 
miſes, as the author of that notice. Let 
me therefore add once and: again, cau- 
tion; beware ! my deareſt Paddy, be- 
ware! for be afſured; that whatever ad- 
. verſe fortune befalls you, aims equally 
ar the heart of 


z * 


Your moſt affectionate 


Eziz, Cross. 


Mig 


is 


} 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHA M, to Miſs 
ELIZABETH CROSS 


| | Oxford, May 2, 1729. 
W Har ſhall I do, my deareſt Betſy? 
am one of the moſt unfortunate 
creatures in life. Decius has forſaken 
me, and that in ſuch a paſſjon too, as 
almoſt rent my heart aſunder, but to ſee 
him in: nay, my dear, I have never once 
ſeen, or heard from him, theſe two days; 


and whether ever I ſhall more or not, is 
uncertain. | | 


5 | * 
IsSsE N him word on Tueſday night, 


that 1 was out of order, and could not 
poſſibly attend him to fiſhing the next 
morning: for as I had received the warn- 
ing I ſent you, I was ſettled in my reſo- 


lution, right or wrong, not to quit my 
ellambet all that day. 


In the morning, comes Decius, in- 
ſiſting to ſee me (though my landlady 


Informed him of my being in bed, and 


my deſire of privacy;) nor would he be 
i debarred 
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debarred the freedom of entering my 
chamber; but inceremoniouſly ran up 
ſtairs to me. 


My landlady, a good grave widow, 
and the mother of ſeveral children, fol- 
lowed him, as ſhe told me afterwards, 
for fear of any indecency, from a man in 
ſuch a rage as he ſeemed to be in, toa 
young lady in her bed; nor ſtirred ſhe 
out of the room, all the while he ſtayed 
with me. | 


Hz ſtormed and raved like a madman, 
at my refuſing his company. He had 
| hired his fellows, | his boat, laid in provi- 
fions, and prepared in every ſhape for my 
reception; and at | laſt to be fobbed off 
with a meer pretence of illneſs, when he 
was certain I was as well as himſelf, he 
- ſaid, proclaimed ſuch a temper in me, as 


. 


was highly diſtaſtful to him; but it might 


be long enough ere he proffered his fa- 
vours to any of my ſex again, whoſe ca- 
pricious airs were his abomination. 


N 


In ſhort, my dear, finding me obſti- 
nate, and my landlady in a humour to be 
preſent till his departure, he left me; 
dut overwhelmed ſo with tears and ſob- 
bing, that I was unable to riſe all that 
day; nor indeed had J much heart for it 
the next: for concluding that. he would 
have waited upon me in excuſe of his 
rudeneſs, I lay till afternoon; but nei- 
ther Decius, nor any meſſage from him 
arriving ; the woman within me fluſhing 
into indignation, I then roſe fully de- 
termined, neither to receive him again, 
nor to accept the ſevereſt teſtimonies of 
his ſubmiſſion, and in this reſolution have 
J hitherto (though in ſpite of my heart 
ſometimes) continued. 


Apis E me, deareſt Betſy, what is 
to be done in my circumſtances ; or what 
can become of me, abandoned by my 
own family, if I am deſerted by Decius 
alſo. My affairs grow more and more 
intricate daily, nor have I any adviſer but 

F 3 you, 
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you, my dear; tranſmit then ſome gleam 


of comfort by the next poſt to 
Lour affectionate ? 


SELERELEEERENSERELENEEEEEEEASHAS 


Miſs BerTsyY CR 05s, to Miſs, 
May CONSTANCE... 


Frampton, May 25 1729. 
W fy you thus, my dear Paddy, 
in diftreſs, to that council your 
proſperity deſpiſed! ?- But not to defert. 
the title 1 have ever moſt efteemed, of 
friend to my dear Paddy, no ſooner ſhall 
the demand, than obtain, all that is in 
my narrow capacity to beſtow upon her. 


I coMMeEND to the very ſkies the vi- 
gorous reſolution with which you with- 
Rood the requeſt of Decius; may it ever 
continue againſt each future aſſault of his, 
incompatible with the virgin character: 
for not to urge the check it muſt have 
given to every his improper future pro- 

poſals. 
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poſals to you; it has introduced what, in 
my opinion, may prove infinitely more 
ſerviceable to you, in the direction of your 
conduct for the time to come; I mean 
the ſample of his natural temper, which 
if it can be wrought up to ſuch a fer- 
ment for a trifle, whilſt an humble ad- 
mirer only; what may you not hereafter 
have in expectation from the leaſt oppo- 
ſition to his will, as an huſband ? 


*T1is this I tremble at for thy ſake, 


Paddy; nor am I without my hopes, that 
this quarrel between you may, from the 


ſteadineſs of either party not to ſubmit, 
be at length heightned into a thorou gh diſ- 
regard for each other ; which, unleſs you 
were more intimately acquainted, I can- 
not but think would be moſt commodi- 
ous for you both. 


My uncle, upon yoyr ſubmiſſion, I 
doubt not, would ſtill receive you to his 
breaſt; or at wort, you have ſtill an 
anchor left in that unparallel'd man Mr. 
mene though not 2 Paddy, 

F 4 I can 
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I can promiſe you; for ſhew me the wo- 
man, that can credit his qualities, and 
not admire his perſon. This, my dear, is 
the only comfort I can adminiſter to you; 
purſuing which, you will for ever eſta- 
bliſh yourſelf in the good graces, of 


Your affectionate 
ErL1z. Cxoss. 
. 
Miſs Fanxy GRAHAM, to Miſo 
| ELIZABETH CROSS. 


My dear Betſy, 
Oxf. May 25, 1729. 

ATE again ſmiles upon your friend. 
Decius and I have compoſed the 
breach, and are both ſo much more 
loving than ever, by how much each 
_ regrets the paſt torment of the other, 
for our fooliſh , ſeparation. We ſupped 
at the tavern laſt night; where I pro- 
| diced to him the very credentials that 
prevented my fiſhing with him ; and ex- 
— merry he made himſelf at the ſu- 
perſtitious. 
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perſtitious follies of us women : - however, 
we have appointed - another day for our 
diverſion at the ſame place about a week 
hence; when my Betſy ſhall ſoon hear 
what a murderer I have been ;. nay, I 
wiſh from my. heart, I could but meet 
with a proper. conveyance, that I might 
ſend you ſome of our ſport: for my dear, 
Decius will purchaſe me a ſpick and ſpan 
new angle-rod, lines, reels,. and ſuch a 
number of tackle for the exerciſe, he tells 
me, that you would be amazed which 
way we ſhould make uſe of them all. We 
are to ride out together on Monday upon 
a charming pad he has promiſed to borrow 
for me; and you know, my dear, I am 
ſo good an horſewoman, that if the fur- 
niture he procures proves anſwerable to 
my wiſh,, I ſhall make a nn figure 
wach! N. 


1 o be plain my dear, I ghd not 
have eſcaped the late little tiff between 
us upon any account whatever: for now 
Lhave been able to form a judgment of 
his diſpoſition, both pleaſed and diſpleaſed; 

F 5 but 
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but as it is remarkable, that all yout 
beſt-natured people are moft paſſionate; 
or at leaſt, that the moſt paſſionate are 
the beſt tempered, after the fit is over; 
ſo have I experimented Decius to be 
the moſt gentle man breathing, ſince his 
late fit of indiſcretion, as he calls it: for 
ſo far is he from imputing the leaſt blame 
to me in the affair, that he ſtudiouſly takes 
the claſh between us all upon himſelf. 


How happy then muſt T be with him, 
my dear, whoſe very frowns. tend only 
to a ſucceeding ſunſhine. 


You may burn the laſt letter I ſent 
you, my dear, that it may never more 
appear to either of us, as a part of opir 
correſpondence ; teft "ourſelves, obſerv. 
ing our ſettled future felicity, ſhould even 
diſcredit the contents of it. You ſhall. 
hear of my ride by Wedneſday” $ poſt, and 
by the next following, of my fiſhing; 
but I muſt leave off, eing this evening 

EF aj 
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to ſup with Decius again, and have almoſf 
mm my time. So dear couſin, 


Your affectionate 


F. GAA. 


SO SSISOOS000 2006259009 


GEORGE HERVEY, Eſq; to Miſs, 
ELIZABETH CROSS. 


M ADA My 
Oxford, May 26, 1729. 


T becomes me to apologize for the 

freedom I now uſe, in troubling you 
with the reading this from an utter ſtrang- 
er; but let it plead my excuſe, that 
though not with your perſon, I am in 
ſuch meaſure acquainted with your prin- 
ciples, as to give me hopes you will eſ- 

teem theſe lines as the iſſues of a friend 
| to virtue and injured 1 innocence, 


RELvVING chierefbre upon your -inte- 
grity not to expoſe me, or make further 
uſe of this my remonſtrance, than to the 

benefit 


Te k. 
benefit of a moſt valuable relation of 
yours, | proceeding, I fear, with haſty and 
unguarded ſtrides to the precipice of diſ- 
honour ; I ſhall inform you, that miſs 

Conſtance, in purſuit of one in this uni- 
_ verfity, for whom I diſpute not the value 
ſhe bears, will, if not inſtantly prevent- 
ed, yield that jewel, ſo ineſtimable to moſt 
young. ladies, a ſacrifice to one of the moſt 


licentious and debauched | yung tellows 
in the creation. 


Wovrp my meaning amount to 
marriage, it might be excuſable; but 
L am perſuaded from juſt grounds, that 
nothing is leſs intended by him. Nay, 
madam, IT am convulſed with horror, at 
the recollecting of the diſcourſe I the laſt 

night overheard, relative to. this young 
ladies undoing : for the day is ſet and 
time appainted for her diſgrace and con- 
fuſion, in ſuch manner, as no ſmall num- 
ber have already ſuffered before her, by 
che ſame curſed inſtrument. 


} 
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Far be it from me to tax her, whom 
of all other ladies 1 glory to eſteem, with 
levity in her nature, or a deſign to be 
acceſſary to her own ſhame; no, madam, 
I deteſt the thought; but the want of a 
due reſerve on her part, and a too impli- 
cit dependence upon an artful and perfi- 
dious villain, may ſubject that intentional 
innocence; I doubt not but ſhe abounds 
with, to ſuch ſnares and violence, as ſhe 
may with difficulty be redeemed from. 
Give me leave to add, madam; that 
' my ſouPs delight centering in her benefit, 
though all the world oppoſe, no injury 
againſt her ſhall ſucceed, whilſt my arm 
can prove her protection; bur "this I: ſay 
not with a view of prevention to other 
aid (for mine may fail, and ſhall, e'er 
I live a ſpectator of her indignities;) but 
to implore your influence over her, to 
keep no more company with Sir J—r—d 
M—c—s's for; but above all, not to pro- 
ceed in her deſign of fiſhing with him; 
too many unwary girls having been pro- 
N ſtituted 
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ſtituted in that notorious brothel they 
are deſigned for; wherein ſhe will meet 
with no aſſiſtant hand to protect her 


virtue. 


Tu value I have for the young lady, 
would not permit my ſilence, in an affair 
ſo intereſting to her future welfare; and 
though I bear not the weight in her eſ- 
teem, as to influence her to avoid him 
for my ſake; yet a young lady ſhe pays 
that deference to, as to yourſelf, may 
by ſpeedy and proper application work a 
reformation.. As you tender my future 
intelligence, and the real intereſt of your 
friend, madam, let my name be ſecreted; 
and then, as to ſuch part of my report as 
you ſee proper, make every uſe of it, 
that may turn to the advantage of the dear 
abuſed lady, I ſhall be content, being 
Tour maſt obedient ſervant, 


Co. Hirvev, 


Miſs 
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Miſs BETSVY CRoss, to Miſs Mary 
CONSTANCE. 


Frampton, May 28, 1729. 
N 0 ſooner had I receiyed your laſt of 
the 25th, than I ſnatched up my pen 
for an anſwer; leſt a moment ſhould be 
loſt to my dear Paddy's preſervation. My 
dear, my time is too ſhort for argument; 
but for heaven's ſake perſevere in your pri- 
or reſolution of relinquiſhing your fiſhing 
ſcheme. Inquire not into my motives now 
my ſpirits are in too violent an agitation. 
to offer more, than barely my prayers, 
my entreaties, my moſt ſolemn Inſtances, 
for foregoing that deſtructive fiſhing. I 
ſhall have time hereafter to tell you more, 
but my fears for you diſtratt me; nor 
ſhall I fleep, eat, or reſt, till J have your 
poſſtive determination, let what will be the 
conſequence, never to accept the fiſhing. 

invitation, Would you ſtab me to the 
Heart, my dear, then comply; but O 
. 
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at all events, fly it, if you would contri- 
bute life and-peace to, at preſent, 


Your moſt unſettled but affectionate 


ErL1z. Cross. 


Miſs Bet su CRoss, to GEORGE 
HEeRvey, Eſq; to be left at the 
ug of Merton-College OxF o Rp. 


sia, | 
May 29, 1729. 
HE obligation of your favour of the 
26th from Oxon, I hereby do moſt 
gratefully acknowledge; fince it could 
flow but from an heart replete with angelick 
virtues: for next to innocence in ones: ſelk, 
the protection and conſervation of it in 
others muſt needs be honourable and 
praiſe-worthy. I am but too ſenſible of 
the unheeded ſtep my kinſwoman - hath 
already taken, after the man you men- 
uon; and though I muſt acknowledge 
the irregularity of the whole proceeding 
on her part; yet I have ever excuſed it 
10 
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to myſelf, ſhe being under the prevalen- 
cy of a paſſion, againſt which even the 
molt manly reſolution is not always of 
ability to ſuſtain the combat. 


Wu ar TI have chiefly held culpable in 
her conduct is, the laying herſelf too 
open to his wiles, fhould: he abound that 
way; even to the expoſing herſelf at 
times, and in places where no. releif 
might even be expected: nor have I ſcru- 
pled to give her my unreſerved ſentiments, 
with all that freedom which our mutual 
friendſhip hath given me a title to; but 
ſuch thick miſts are apt to ſhade the lover's 
eye, when turning to aught undeſire- 
able in the object of her adoration, as ei- 
ther totally to obſcure, or convert his 
_ failings into virtues. 


I RECEIVED one from my coulin, by 
the ſame poſt with yours, which myimpa 
tience for her ſafety obliged me to anſwer 
yeſterday, in the moſt coercive and dehor- 
tatory terms my ſlender {kill could deli- 
DEAE 3 but as you value innocence in my 

ſex, 
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ſex, dear Sir (wherewith I am perſuaded 
my coufin as yet abounds) afford her your 
protection, or the muſt ſubmit to fall a 
victim to her perfidious paramour ; with- 
out friend, relation, or even acquaintance 
near, to defend her from it. 


As you was pleaſed to enjoin me ſecre- 
ſy as to your name Sir, give me leave to 
intreat the ſame as to our correſpondence, 
which I prize too highly to wiſh for its 
concluſion ; and if ever I am fo honour- 
ed, as again to hear from you Sir, if it 
is not too nice a demand, pray inform 
me, whence your knowledge of me, and 
of my correſpondence with my coufin 
aroſe, I am Sir, with all due reſpect, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


ELI Zz. CRoss. 


Miss 
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Miſs rant Gets to Miſs 
Brrsv CAE: 


Oxford, May, 28 1729. 
H AD I not been a girl 1 7 ſpirit, thy 
laſt, dear Betſy, had plunged me 
over head and ears in the vapours. Why, 
child, thou wilt turn ſoothſayer. Don't 
you remember Cæſar's ides of March? 
What! thou haſt had ſome dream, dear 
girl, or other, and I am to be overſet, 
boat and all I ſuppoſe; or are the bones 
of my fiſh to ſtick in my throat, and 
choke me 8 N] none of theſe ; but any 
thing will teed the lamp of fuperſtition, 
when once it as fet on burning. What a 
long ado have you made with your pray- 
ers, intreaties, and inftances, nay ſolemn 
ones ; about a cack and a bull, to deter 
me from the deſtructive fiſhing? Now I 
ſhould have thought you might have given 
a body ſome reaſon for all this parade of 
negatives; and ſo thou wouldit, no 
doubt, but for the ſhortneſs of the time, 
which would not admit of an argument : 
for 


116 F ANN Y. 


for as to eating, drinking, and ſleeping, 
neither of them could have prevented 
you, yourſelf having diſclaimed them, till 
you hear my poſitive determination. Now, 
though I muſt allow your faſt, till the 
receipt of this, will be ſomewhat of the 
longeſt; yet, my dear, you hereby re- 
ceiving my poſitive determination for 
fiſhing, may forthwith go to ſupper, and 
from thence to bed, and lep lire other 
Ohriſtiam. | | 


| Bur now to Ye e mip FIG ; 
which I profeſs I ſcarce know how to be, 
every thing ſucceeding ſo to my wiſhes: 
if I have as yet rattled you out of your 
dullneſs, pray from whence aroſe this 
portentous diſcovery ' you have made 
of the occult myſteries of my fate ? and 
what can have occaſioned the earneſtneſs 
wherewith you preſs me to ſtay at home, 
when ſo innocent an amuſement as fiſhing 
is going forward ? Art thou an. Indian fa- - 
quir, my dear, that from thy faith in the 
tranſmigration of ſpirits, art fearful leſt 
I kill and eat thy grandmother 1 in form af 


a dace or gudgeon? 1 
Chear 
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Cur Ax up then, my deareſt Betly, and 
prepare for an account of the pleaſufes of 
that day, which now thy Pry. ideas 
frown ſo at. | 


= JusT alighted from my horſe, as thy 
ſhort epiſtle was put into my hands, 
which how I have ſpared ſo much time for 
anſwering, I know not; for Decius waits 
for me at the tavern, where we ſup to 
night; but let me- firſt tell thee, that an 
hour paſſed in his company is worth pay- 
ing ſix ages of the pains I took to procure 
it I am, dear Betſy, | 


Your affeRionae, 


F. GRanan, 


1 Miſs 


7 10 FS. | hs. 42 
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Miſs BET SY Cxoss, to. Miſs Mary 
| . at Oxford. 


May 30, 1720. 
; AH Paddy ſince no intreaties of mine 
can prevail, for a thoughtful mo- 
ment, permit me, at leaſt, to lament 
thy unbridled appetite for the man born 
ro prove your ruin. Believe me, dear 
Paddy, he is a villain; the worſt of vil- 
lains; who under the ſhew of affection 
plots thy deſtruction. Woe! woe! to that 
deadly paſtime, you ſo ſtrenuouſly perſiſt 
toengage in. I have proof my dear friend, 
when I charge Decius as a'debauchee, as 
a peſtilent viper, not to be aſſociated 
with by koneft women. I heartily wiſh 
you pay not too great a price for your 
entertainments. If I am dull, am vapour- 
1h, a ſoothſayer, or any refuſe name 
you can apply to me, whilſt I adviſe you 
ſoberly and reaſonably; what then can 
you conceive vile enough for that wretch, 
who for his own gratification, regardleſs 
of your future fame, ſhall glory at your 
undoing : ? Still let me aim to avert the 


dreadful 


eg. — 
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dreadful doom, and as you credit your Bet- 


fy, as you love your Betſy, avoid him. 
J tremble every joint to think this is the 
laſt word of adviſe I ſhall be able to add, 
to protract your fate; fly Devius. I am 


Vour affectionate 


EI IZz. CROss. 


Oro. 1 Eſq; to Miſs 
Bx TsY CRoss. 


| Oxford, June 1, 1729; 
Map AM, J 


. II was with! conſummate pleaſure, I 


received from you the moſt humane 
anſwer to my letter, relative to your kinſ- 


woman; nor can I deny to ſo much me- 
nt, the ſatisfaxtion you require, as to my 


knowledge of you: I would hope the 
thing was providential, and that my arm 


will prove the happy inſtrument for re- 


deeming the moſt valuable of women 


from the jaws of her deſtroyer, 


1 | THE 
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Tx occaſion that brought me to Ox- 
ford, after having quitted the univerſity 
for about two years before, will be too te- 
dious to mention here; but ſitting with 
a gentleman, an old companion of mine 
when at college, as we were drinking a 
glaſs at the tavern one evening, we heard 
fome company introduced into the next 
room, which was divided from ours only 
by a thin ſliding partition. 


Tux had not long been ſeated, be- 
fore my ears were gladened with that 
voice which of all others ſounds to me 
moſt muſically; that, madam, of miſs 
Conſtance. Pardon, dear madam, the 
attention (none of the moſt gentleman- 
like acts) I paid to their diſcourſe, even 
to the imbibing every particle of it. My 
friend far better acquainted. with Mr. 
_ M--c--s than I was, from his voice defin- 
ed the man immediately; and obſerv- 
ing me to ſeem ſerious, and catching at 
every ſyllable of the lady, aſked me, whe- 
ther I knew her or not? I replied, I did, 
| : 5 with 
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with ſome additions, no ways derogatory 
to the character of the beſt of women. 
He then entered into ſuch a diſadvan- 


tageous tale of M--c--s, as chill'd my 


blood at the hearing. 


Ix ſhort the day was then propoſed, 
and agreed to, for their fiſhing, and en- 
tertaining themſelves upon their prey at 
the moſt notorious houſe, and beſt ſuited 
to the purpoſe, for the oppreſſion of in- 
nocence, of any one dwelling in due diſ- 
tance of Oxford; at which by- place more 
women had been debauched, not only by 
Mr. M--c--s, but by others of his ſtamp 
in the univerſity, than in the whole ci- 
ty of Oxford. 


Mabau, I muſt own, I both had and 
have the moſt favourable opinion of that 
young lady; then judge the commotion 
of my mind on this occaſion ; but now 
ſupper being ended, they ported, and I 
hearg him offer to attend her home. 


IT is impoſſible for me ro conjecture 
from what motive it aroſe, ſave from the. 
Vo. I. RA reſtleſs 
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reſtleſs peturbation of my mind; but 
no ſooner were they gone, than ſtepping 
into the room they had quitted, I thought 
I ſaw a white handkerchief lying under 
the table, for which I ſtooped ; and judg- 
C ing it might moſt probably be the lady's, 
> was with rapture ſnatching at it, to con- 
N vey even that light remnant of hers to 

my breaſt; when at the touch it proved 
a bundle of papers. 


I sTroweD them in my pocket, and be- 5 
fore I went to bed, (Iwill not ſay to reſt 
for I enjoyed none that night) I made 
myſelf maſter of your correſpondence, 
by that means, of your name, and re- 

lationſhip to her; the parcel I found con- 
ſiſting of your original letters to that lady, 
with the rough draughts of ſeveral to you; 
and though none of theſe were ſigned by 
her, their contents ſufficiently diftinguiſh- 
ed the writer to me. 


I ALREADY knew where ſhe lodged, but 
never durſt attempt a viſit to her; nor 
will I conceal from you, madam, that 
tower her tranſactions ſince her arrival at 


Oxford 


) 
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Oxford have eſcaped my penetration. 
However, as it would have been impoſ- 
ſible for me to have ſuffered the leaſt diſ- 
honourable action by any one to that la- 
dy, where my power could extend to the 
prevention of it; I wrote her a line or 
two to warn her of her danger, couched 
in terms, though eaſily comprehenſible 
by her, yet were not ſo plain as 
might have rendered the author ſuſpect- 
able. This I preſume put a ſtop to her 
intended entertainment; for I myſelf at- 
tended at the appointed place all day, but 
they never came. Anxious {till for her 
welfare I could not reſt here; for under- 
ſtanding that ſhe ſupped with him moſt 
nights at the ſame houſe, and common- 
ly in the ſame room, I conſtantly occu- 
pied my formerſtand, till again hearing this 
wicked houſe was nominated for their ren- 
dezvous, and that at a diſtant day too, 
I reſolved to make my application to you 
madam, whoſe: affection for that lady, 
your letters had moſt effectually proclaim- 
ed to me. | a 
Ds S TA 


Tuis, madam, is the true ſtate of the 
caſe. Now it any thing in nature can oc- 
cur to you, Within the extent of my capa- 


city, wherein I may benefit that dear la- 
dy, give me but notice, and it ſhall be 


forthwith executed; till when, I remain, 


Madam, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


GEO. Hervey. 


bas: >---+ 00-27 boar ie darhmdmdaebnins 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Mi 
BETSY CRoss. 


Oxford, June 3, 1729. 
my dear friend my guardian an- 


gel! the avowed protectreſs of your 


loſt Paddy! O]! O] my heart is fo con- 
vulſed; my circumſtances ſo deplorable ; 


my mind ſo tortured, I can no more for 


weeping. O! my dear Betſy! when I 
ſhall be able, you ſhall hear more. O 


Mr. Hervey ! but enough; I cannot pro- 
ceed. 
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ceed. My ſight fails me, I muſt caſt my- 
ſelf on the bed. I can't ſupport my ſpi- 
rits under it. Pray for me. Alas! I was, 


O Betſy! dear Betſy! forgive 


Your wretched but affectionate, 
F. GRAHAM. 


CEDEEEEEIIAELLLETEEE ESE AIEE EG 


GeropGe HERvey, Eſq; to Miſs 
BETSVY CRoss. 


Ma vo a vt, | 
Oxford, June 4, 1729. 
O U will excuſe me more words than 
ſignify, your friend is ſafe by acci- 
dent, more than deſign. When better 


able, may tell you the caſe by the hand 
that ſaved her. 


Geo, Hervey. 


G 3 Miſs 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
N 
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Miſs BeTsy CRoss, to Miſs Mary 
ConNsSTANCE. 


Frampton, June 6, 1729. 

Har, O what, my life, my deareſt 
Paddy, am I to conclude, or rather 
not to conclude, from your diſconſolate 
account of the third inſtant ? How could 
you reſerve me on a rack of torments, 
Tor ſo long a time, as till your ſtory 
reaches me? Why detained you me not 
in ignorance of your,cataſtrophe, till you 
was qualified for divulging the very worſt 
of what has happened? For my own ap- 
plication of a meaning to your interrupt- 
ed flights diſtracts me above meaſure. 
Say, in your next, if nothing elſe, your 
honour is preſerved; I'm ſatisfied. If 
otherwiſe, the fact has made us both the 
wretchedeſt of mortals : for not the loſs 
of my own innocence could ſting my foul 
with more acute reflections, than that of 

thine will. | 


Bur hold! it may not yet have 
| ** ſo dire a fact; then ſtate it punc- 
| tually, 
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tually, with every concurrent circum- 
ſtance, in your next; that my anxiety 
may either be completed, or abate from 
the report: for aſſure yourſelf, my dear 
Paddy, no diſtance of place can mitigate 
the pangs I muſt conjointly ſuffer with 
you, and for you, ſhould my ſurmiſes 
but be verified. Delay not your anſwer 
tor a ſingle moment, to | 


Your nate and comfortleſs, 


E. Cross. 
nennen 


Miſs BETsYy CRoss, to GEORGE 
HE RVE Y, Eſq; 


Frampton, June 6, 1729. 
V Ouns of the 4th, Sir, which I re- 
* ceived ſoon after one from my 
couſin Graham, but both wrote under 
the moſt ſeeming ſurpriſe and conſterna- 
tion, have confined: my thoughts ever 
ſince to the blackeſt ſer of ideas my brain 


G 4 is 


128 N. 

18 capable of harbouring. Firſt for my 
friend, whoſe ruin, methinks, I can de- 
cypher from every her moſt incoherent 
paragraph; and next for you; but yours, 
Sir, ſtill the more perplexes me, if yours 
it ie, ſo different in appearance, from 
the writing vou before honoured me 
with. 


May heaven ſoon reſtore you Sir, to 
that ability you fay you now want, for 
my further information; as I can de- 
pend intirely on what you ſay, rather 
than on what my couſin (who poſſibly 
may act more partially as to herſelf) may 
relate to me. 


Ir I may ſtill be bold to hope the 


punctual truth from you, Sir, O] let it 
be with all convenient ſpeed; be it either 
to depreſs, or elevate, the hitherto but 
too much dejected heart of 


Your unknown correſpondent, 


E. Cross. 
Miſs 


1 
) 
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Miis Fanny GRAHAM, to Mais 
ELIZABETH CRoss. 


My dear friend, | 
Oxford, June 6, 1729. 


F you can allow me that name longer 


than till you have peruſed my fatal 
cataſtrophe; what folly muſt I charge 


myſelf with for the contempt of every 


your prudential cautions? Nay, what a 


ſuperiour light muſt I view you in, when 


in competition with myſelf, for the no 
leſs than oracular inhibitions you de- 
nounced againſt my over much credit to 


that vileſt of all degenerate brutes, De- 


cius ! O! that I had confided in your ad- 
vice! O! that I had never ſeen the man! 
O! that I had neyer known Decius ! But 
why diſturb I your repoſe, my dear, with. 
my perplexities ? And yet, I know thou 
loveſt me; thou longeſt, though for that 
account, which muſt and ought to drive 


me from thy breaſt : but not to indulge. 


my melancholy, and diſtreſs thy patience 
| G 5 too 
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too far, my dear, I will now enter upon 
my narration. 
You know, dear Betſy, I had pro- 
miſed myſelf abundant ſatisfaction in 
fiſhing with Decius, even to the contemn- 
ing your advice for declining it. I 
had, I ſay; and down the water we went 
for the exerciſe. We caught, I muſt 
own, ſome few fiſh ; but the indifference 
of their kinds was to be heightened into 
delicacies, by the elegant manner of dreſ- 
fing them. 


We retired to the fiſherman's hut a- 
bout noon, gave orders for our dinner, 
and were ſhewn into a little upper room, 
from whenee our landlady inſiſted we 
ſhould enjoy a much finer proſpect, than 
below ſtairs. We dined, we drank of the 
liquors: of the houſe, beſt ſuited to its 
proper cuſtomers; nor was I, I muſt con- 
feſs, uneaſy at ſeveral of Decius's little in- 
nocent familiarities; till growing too im- 
petuous in his requeſts, he even urged 
me to the moſt intimate embraces with 
| Ei 8 
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him, proteſting that my refuſal would 
but confirm him in the notion he had 
ever dreaded, of my abſolute diſregard 
for him. | 


Coup any thing have forced me to 
yield, that cutting ſpeech of the man I 
ſtill loved, would have effected it; but 
to abate the edge of that reflection (for 
I was ſtill the fool to believe his love real) 
I replicd, that though he had already re- 
ceived too many teſtimonials of my regard 
for him; if his affection for me was as 
ardent as he inſiſted it was; to obviate the 
leaſt ſurmiſe of my diſregard for him, I 
was ready to become his wife the next 
morning; when every objection, either 
relative to his fears, or my ſcruples, would 
be removed in a legal way. 


Tuis no ways pacifying him, but ra- 
ther raiſing than damping his deſires; and 
fearing that force upon me, which I per- 
ceived it was with difficulty he had ſo long 
reſtrained himſelf from, I ftruggled to the 
door, and called landlady once or twice, 

P as 
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as loud as I could bawl; which preſently 
brought her up to me.. 


SHE is one of the moſt maſculine wo- 
men, my dear, you ever ſaw; excelliyely 
red, and broad faced, ſpeaks hoarſe, and, 
in ſhort, on her arrival appeared even 
more terrible to me than Decius; bur 


being of my own ſex, I intreated her to 


take me under her protection; for that 
the gentleman who had brought me to 
her houſe, contrary to my expectations, 
had by endeavouring to be rude with me, 
ſo terrified me, that I was afraid to re- 
main longer in his company. 


INE VER interfere with my cuſtomers, 


child, ſaid ſhe; it is enough for me to 


dreſs them victuals and ſell them drink; 
my maſter looks like a worthy gentleman, 
never fear he will deal honourably by 
vou; you had better much be quiet, for 
no one in my. houſe has ears but myſelf 
and if this is all you want with me, I need 
not return upon your next call, having 
already heard your buſineſs. Come, come, 


be 
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be good-humoured and agreeable to my 
maſter, and I ſhall hear no more of you. 


Uſe her gently, maſter 5 e Phe 


GOOD God! thinks I; whither has. 
he brought me to? How ſhall I eſcape 
him ? When in the bittereſt anguiſh of my 
heart, I cried out, O! Betſy ! Betſy ! why 
was I not ruled by thee? What, my 
dear, ſaid he, is miſs Betſy a confident in. 
our amour? My landlady's maid, I ſup- 
poſe; and ſo ſhe adviſed you to ſtay at 
home again this morning, my love, did 
the,? One of your virtuous girls, I pre- 
ſame, who hate that any man ſhould paſs. 
their own door.. 


Ss, faid I, why play you thus upon 
my diſtraction? Either leave me, or ſuf- 
fer me to relinquiſh your company; for 
he was then ſitting with his back againſt. 
the door. 


PERCEIVIN c him about to have ſeized 
me in his arms, I then dropt upon my 
knees, and beſought him to let me leave 

| him, 
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him, or at leaſt to behave otherwiſe to 
me; aſſuring him, that I would forgive 


him all that was paſt, and marry him the 
next morning, if he would but deſert 
every tendency to miſuſing me, and be- 


have decently and ſoberly to me; but 


making a piſh at my marriage, he re- 
plied, that he was the moſt aſtoniſhed 


man upon earth at my then preſent be- 


haviour to him; had I not ſpent any 
time, both night and day, at home and 
abroad with him; and now at length 16 
refuſe admitting him to any favour he 
demanded of me? What, did I think 
to make him my ſpaniel, ever to attend 


my ſteps ? and was his time, his perſon, 
and his purſe, ever to be at my nod; and 
that without the leaſt gratification too? 


No, he ſaid, he ſhould ever after ſuſpect 
himſelf pointed at far a fool, not only by 
myſelf, but all mankind who ſhould 


hear his ſtory; and therefore, as he was 
then properly provided for his purpoſe, 


he determined not to omit the opportu- 
nity. Then ſeizing me in his arms, he 


forcibly threw me acroſs the bed, and 


had. 
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had certainly ruined me, had not my ex- 
ceſſive cries and ſhrieks brought me the 
moſt unexpected deliverance. 


| PexmIT me, deareſt Betſy, to caſt 
a veil over my face to hide the crimſon 
that confounds me, even whilſt I relate 
to thee, that my deliverer was Mr. Her- 
vey. O! my dear, why was my obli- 
gation doubled to him ? Could no man 


elſe, among the miriads our ſpecies con- 


fiſts of; could no man elſe, I ſay, have 
offered his aſſiſtance, and preſerved my 
perſon, honour, reputation ? No, in or- 
der to ingroſs my whole fund of acknow- 


legements, nor leave a ſingle cauſe for a 


participant with him, that ſame Mr. Her- 
vey, who had diſtinguiſhed me from the 
whole ſex for the object of his affection, 
he, I fay, it was, that now redeemed my 
life, my fame, my innocence, with the 


every future conſequence I may ſtill be of 


in life ; and that from the hands of my 
raviſher, my deſtroyer, who was volun- 
tarily reducing me to the diſgrace of my 
| 55 e 
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ſex, and the contempt of my whole ſpe- 
cies. 8 | 


Ars] my Betſy, how did he re- 
deem me? Why with his own blood: 
for hearing my cries, (but how he came 
there, I am ignorant) he forced the door, 
and ſeizing my aſſailant, drew him from 
off the bed from me, to the floor; then ſtep- 
ping to inquire after my injury, whilſt he 
was compoſing me again, Decius, aim- 
ing (I doubt not) at his heart, ſtabbed 
him through the right arm, with a caſe- 
knife then lying on the table; nor would 
it have ended here, had not Mr. Hervey's 
two watermen, who attending him there 
followed him up-ſtairs, (as Decius was 
recovering his weapon for a more fatal 
thruſt) diverted the paſs, and diſarm- 
ed him. 


Mx. Hervey, then kicking Decius 
down ſtairs, fat bleeding as he was, by 
me, till I was ſufficiently recovered for 
riſing ; when I own the confuſion I was 
in, at the reflection of ſome paſt ſcenes, 

almoſt: 
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almoſt overcame me; but we were at too 
great a diſtance from help to wait there 
for it; ſo that Mr. Hervey, placing me 
in his own boat, under the care of the 
men he could confide in, took another 
for himſelf, and with only an handker- 
chief tied about his arm, accompanied me 
home to my own lodging. 


My dear Betſy, what thanks were 
too much to offer to my generous bene- 
factor; though thoſe, the neceſſity of the 
thing obliged me to deter till morning; 
But above all, my dear, what utterance 
was ſufficient to ſignify my ſenſe of his 
concern for me? O Betſy ! the heart can 
never be too full for praiſe, though it 
may for prayer; for couldſt thou then 
have ſeen, and heard my voice, action. 
and diction, thou wouldſt have judgec. 
thyſelf in heaven with me ; for I never in 
my life was ſo rapturouſly moved before. 


June 7, 1729. 
E exerciſe of the foregoing evening 
procured me a ſweet repoſe till next 
morning, when I feat my compliments 


of 
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of inquiry after the health of my wounded 


champion; but would not obtrude myſelf 
upon him, unrequired; nor would the 


nicety of his behaviour permit him to re- 
queſt it of me. He returned, that his 
arm had been dreſſed; that he hoped it 
was not ſo dangerous, but in a few days 
he might be out again; hoped I had 
caught no cold, and was perfectly re- 
covered of my fright. : 


Trus, my dear, ſtand matters be- 


tween Mr. Hervey and me ; but what is 


become of the villain Decius, I neither 


know, or ſhall ever more inquire. 


1 HAVE 2 thouſand things to add, but 
having tired both your patience, and 


| waſted your time upon my follies ; though 


the fund is ſo large as to be near inex- 
hauſtible, I will break off here, with my 
requeſt of your anſwer, as the Jole com- 
fort applicable to | 


Your afflicted but e 
F. GRAHAM. 
GEORGE 
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GEORGE HeRvey, Eſq; to Miſs 
ELIZABETH CROSS. 


Mayan, 
Oxford, June 11, 1729. 


| I Dou x not at your wonder at the li- 

berty I took, of charging you with the 
payment for a letter, of two almoſt un- 
intelligible lines; which but for the im- 
portance of the ſubject, and the pleaſure 


I propoſed to convey to you thereby, I 
had wholly omitted. 


I am now much better qualified for a 
ſcribe, than I then was, and as ſuch, 
little doubting your friendly acceptance 
of my labours, ſhall without farther pre- 
face acquaint you of my preſence at 
one of the moſt barbarous ſcenes of ini- 
quity that ever was projected. 


I NEED not now tell you, madam, that 
the moſt ſhocking. act that can be com- 
mitted on the whole ſex, muſt have beer 
completed againſt your kinſwoman, whoſe 

name, 
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name, ſince my receipt of your laſt, I 
am at a loſs to comprehend.; you men- 
tioning the ſame lady, by the name of 
Graham, whom I have ever known by 
that of Conſtance, and no other; but 
whatever reaſon there may be for this, 
nor that, nor any thing elſe, not moving 
from her, can ever alter my inclination 
for her ſervice. | 


Your kinſwoman, I ſay, madam ; 
(tor I ſhall give her no other appellative 
till better informed) had fallen into the 
hands of a raſcal, fo far declining all 
thoughts of her. happineſs in the marri- 
age ſtate, that to debauch her was his 
only glory ; nor had he miſſed his purpoſe 
at the very houſe 1 before hinted at, had 
not I properly, unknown as yet to her, 


attended there for no other end, than as 


her protector. I effected my deſire, un- 
der the inconſiderable prejudice of a 


ſtab through my right arm, which 


was the occaſion of my writing, in the 
legible manner J laſt wrote to you. 


FAR 
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Far be it from me, to aim at raiſing 
an opinion of my merit in her breaſt for 
the fact; let it content me, that I have 
relieved that aggregate of youth, beauty, 
good ſenſe, and complaiſancy, which in 
my judgment are combined in her, pre- 
ferably to the whole ſex, from the moſt 
conſummate ſhame and infamy; nor ſhall 
I repent it, (though ſhe never admits me 
to nearer acceſs to her) ſo long as I can 
but live, though diſtantly, to behold the 
trueſt gem in nature, through my means 
unſullied, and unpolluted. ; 


I sHovLD hope, madam, that a word 
from you, might occaſion a ſenſe of her 
folly, and poſſibly withdraw her from the 
reach of thoſe toils, licentious men are 
ever applying to the unwary inno- 
cent: for notwithſtanding her late eſ- 
cape, I ſhudder to imagine, how many 
covert trains may ſtil] be laid, by that 
diſappointed bloodhound, to betray her. 
Theſe moles work in the dark, and by 
ſuch numberleſs unſuſpected agents, that 

f it. 
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it would demand the moſt prying eye, 
and penetrating genius, to counterplot 


them; nor is a lady, ſo debonnaire as 


your kinſwoman, at any rate a match 
for them. 


Ir is not uſual, nor proclaims it the 
courage of my ſex, to give any informa- 
tion, before-hand at leaſt, of his affairs 
of gallantry; but, madam, the good ſenſe 
I have found you miſtreſs of, will acquit 
me for hintmg at the challenge I have 
this day ſent to Mr. M—c—s, for his 
inſult upon that lady's honour ; which 
touches me far nearer than whatever per- 
ſonal injury he had aimed at myſelf. If 
I fall, it is in defence of the juſteſt cauſe 
the ſword can be unſheathed in; if not, 
I ſhall at leaſt have this favourable cir- 
cumſtance attending me, that I ſhall have 


demonſtrated my efteem of her honour, 


and that (though in ever fo remote a 
degree) I claim a title to the ſervice of 
the moſt adorable individual of the fe- 


male world. 
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I Have been far more prolix, madam, 
than I intended ; nor doubt I the irkſom- 
neſs of my tedious epiſtle to you; but 
the ſubject proving what all my thoughts: 
are interwoven with, how ſhould I plea- 
ſurably vary it? Therefore, dear madam, 
indulge me, not only at the preſent, but 
in whatever elſe you may hereafter re- 
ceive from me; tor till your kinſwoman 
quits Oxford, here, and here only, will 
her guardian be found for her preſer- 


vation. 
Jam, madam, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Geo. HERVRE. 


SHES SEESSELEPECSSISEESSESESS | 


Miſs . Cs to Miſs 
Mary ConsSTANCE. 


Frampton, June 9, 1729. 
I Drlichr not, my deareſt Paddy, to 
add to the weight of the oppreſſed; 
you ſeem to take ſo much blame to your- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, and ſo ſincerely to repent of paſt 
tranſactions, that I ſhall no more men- 

tion them; believing, I can add no new 

matter, as yet unexcited in your breaſt, 


by your own reflections. Let me only 


remind you of the ſuperiour generoſity 


of Mr. Hervey; for it can be no light 


matter, or diſregardedly to be paſſed 
over, for a neglected lover to venture 
his life for you; nor will I exiſt without 
hope, that his merit will be one day 
oraced, on your part, with the moſt grate- 
ful and affectionate return to his fincere 
affection for you. My dear, he is inva- 
luable, and ever ought to be eſteemed by 


you, as the ſole preſerver of every thing 


that a woman can pride herſelf in, her 
fame, innocence, and honour; all which, 


but for him, and the regard he has for 
vou, had been irretrievably loſt, and ſunk 


in that worſt of characters, an harlot; 


which trade, that villain Decius having 
once taught you, you muſt have drudg- 


ed on in through the courſe of an whole 
life of infamy. 


I $HoOULD 
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I $HoULD think, my dear, you had 
much better leave Oxford; for fear of 
the future ſtratagems of Decius, carry- 
ing on, perhaps, whilſt you leaſt dread 
them; and might I adviſe, make ſure 
of Mr. Hervey, whom I am certain you 
may make happy, and yourſelf too with 
him. If not, remove ſomewhat nearer 
me, that we may not for ever be thus 
deprived of the ſight. of each other. Mat- 
ters may then be made up with your fa- 
ther, and all go happily yet; forl can 
never perſuade myſelf, you will have any 
farther communications with the man 
who would undo you. 


I am your affectionate, 


E. cxoss. 


Vol. I. H Miſs 
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Miſs BETSY CRoss, to GEORGE 
 HeRvey, Eſq; 


SIR, 
Frampton, June 13, 1729. 
THE many valuable qualities, I have 

(though unknown) diſcovered in 
you, relative to Miſs Graham, give me 
no little concern for your ſafety, which 
I hope is ſecured as well as poſſible. 


I MvsT acknowledge my miſtake, oc- 
caſioned by an over hurry of my ſpirits, 
when I had the honour to addreſs you 
laſt, in giving my kinſwoman her true 
name, contrary to her requeſt for con- 
cealing it ; but as I eſteem you a man of 


too nice honour, to divulge whatever 


may be diſagreeable to her, I ſhall leave 
it as I find it, without endeavouring to 
ſtifle the truth ; and though that lady's 
name is now accidentally changed to you, 
Sir, neither her anceſtry, nor expectations 
in life, are ſo; which, I can ann you, 
5 12004 an 
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claim rank with the foremoſt in the county 


of Dorſet. Perhaps, I may have launched 
out further than may be agreeable; but 
the compliments you have on ſeveral oc- 
caſions made her, incline me to imagine 
my intelligence no ways diſtaſteful to you. 

What I have only farther to add is, that 
the obligations wherein ſhe ſtands indebted 
to you, Sir, are ſuch, as in my own caſe 


I ſhould deſpair of ever diſcharging. 


I am moſt certain, Sir, from her own 
confeſſion to me, that ſhe is already as 
ſenſible of the folly ſhe hath been guilty 
of, as the moſt forcible of my, arguments 
can render her. I have adviſed her to 
leave Oxford, for the reaſons I have given 
her, founded on your laſt judicious re- 
marks. 


ad 1 


B UT, * ff Vibe you hom _— me 


a confident of your intended ehcounter 


with Mr. Ms, ſuffer me to pre- 
vail for . your Jaying all- ſuch thoughts 
aſide; as it will be better, and more for 
your honour, to connive at the eſcape of 

H 2 a worth- 
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a worthleſs wretch, by delivering him 
over to the pangs of his own conſcience, 
than to put a life to the hazard, moſt 
valuable to all men, and the glory of the 
community which harbours it. I hope, 
Sir, you will duly conſider this betore 
you engage, and truſt me, you will here- 
after find no occaſion. for condemning 
the advice of | 


Your moſt humble ſervant, » 


E. CROss. 


Kas a ᷣ eee 


GEORG HEeRvEYy, Eſq; to Mer: 
THoMas Mes. 5 

5 | 1 

| June 11, 1729. 
FHE indignity by you offered the 
other day to a defenſeleſs lady, with 
whom I have the honour of being ac- 
quainted, not only by introducing herito 
a notorious brothel; but by your attempt 
to treat her in a manner I am aſhamed to 


mention; ſetting aſide RS) injury 
| 7-9 


SIR, 


„„ 149 
to myſelf, demands from you a gentle- 


man-like ſatis faction to be given me on 
her behalf. 


Tur wound you fo baſely gave me 
unprepared, is mending, which will en- 
able me to meet you on Monday next, 


behind St. John's, at ſix o'clock in the 


morning preciſely, where you will not 
tail of meeting | 


Your humble ſervant, 


Gro. Hervey. 


made 


Mr. Ea to Miſs Faxxny 
4 GRAHAM. 5 


Deareſt miſs Graham, 
June 10, 1729. 


Our behaviour to me the other 
day was fo perplexing, that I have 
ſcarce enjoyed myſelf ever ſince, for re- 
flecting on it. My deareſt Fanny, for 
what purpoſe is it that young people meet 
| 5 at 
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at all, if a little innocent mirth and romp- 
ing, ſo natural to both ſexes at our years, 


is to be conſtrued into attempts to be 


vicious? 


My heart was ſplitting within me, 
when I ſaw that tall fellow (I know not 
who he was, nor ever deſire it) run away 
with you to the. water- ſide, and put off 
with you ; for what could I then imagine, 
but that fome quondam admirer of you, 
ſeizing the opportunity of your childiſh 
outcry, had run away with you to my 
prejudice? 


Tov may imagine (when you reflect 
with what a paſſion I have ever courted 
you for my wife) the diſtraction of my 
heart, till I gained intelligence of-your 
being ſtill in your own lodgings, difen- 
caged from that daring, ill-looking ruf- 
fian that aſſaulted me. Nay, my dear, 


he had never raviſned you from my long- 


ing arms, ſo ſucceſsfully as he did, had 
it not been, that having in my paſſion 
wounded him, and not knowing how 


dange- 
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dangerouſly, I was glad at any rate to 


be rid of him; leſt, had he dropt there 


through loſs of blood, I might have been 
ſecured, impriſoned, and tried for his 
murder. 


SURELY, my love, thou couldit ne- 
ver be ſo weak, as to conceive it ſhould 


enter into the heart of the man who- in- 


tended you for his wife, to diſhonour 
you ! Why, my dear, it implies a con- 
tradiction in expreſs terms: but as you 
had engaged to be married to me the 
next morning, what could my fond heart 


rather ſuggeſt to me, than ſome little a- 
morous dalliances, whilſt we were upon 
the bed together. Nay, Fanny, you might 


plainly obſerve, by what the good mo- 
therly woman of the houſe ſaid, upon your 
call to her, that I could be only in ſport 
with you. She diſcerned it plain enough, 


and ſmiled at your ſimple terrors; for 


ſhe knew me ſufficiently to convince her, 


that I ſhould have attempted no real inde+ 


cency. ny | 
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THEN, dear charming creature, let i 
not thy blooming cheeks glow with re- \ 
ſentment; nor thoſe celeſtial lamps thy [. 
eyes, loſe their luſtre by dejection on \ 
my account; for aſſure thyſelf, no heart | 
was ever more conſtant than mine to you. 

Bat why would I behold thee weeping and J 
not redreſs thee ? Why would I detain thee, | 
atter thy repeated requeſts to leave thee ? 
I know thy little female heart ſtarts ſeve- 
ral ſuch ſuggeſtions. O Fanny! would 
you know the cauſe, then read my ſoul, | 
Such lovelineſs on the bended knee be- ! 
fore me; the pearly bubbles trickling 
down thy cheek; what, even more than 
man would not have gloricd to have been 
bleſt with the fight of this, for eternal 
ages? Not wantoning in thy pain, my 
Fanny, bur coveting the diſplay of ſuch 
a glare of beauty, as woman, whiltt com- 
poſed, has not the power of diſpenſing , 
than for a man to imagine it in his power 
to allay the ſtorm,” and ſmoth the ruffled. | 
ſurface, by a free conceſſion to the craving [ 
maid; my love, it is tranſporting. It 
Wraps 


. 


JT 
wraps the ſoul in extaſy and love; for 


when all is huſh, then yielding to his 


arms, he melts upon her boſom, and re- 
ceives the ſentence of his future peace. 


Ir was to this, my deareſt Fanny, I 
was driving. To rouſe your paſſions into 
female fears, only to enjoy the ſweets of 
recompoſure ; in which, thou well know- 
elt no miſchief could have enſued, eſpe- 
cially as we were 17 8 upon marriage 
the next morning. 


How vk, as you left me ſo angrily 
at your departure, I dare not ventute to 
wait upon you, till I have your com- 
mand for it. Then let my ſmiling charm- 
er diſpel her childiſh fears, and order me 
to her preſence; for all nature combined 
in oppoſition to my wiſhes, ſhall never 


diſunite me from the treaſure of my ſoul, 
laid up in thee, my Fanny. You know 


how to direct me an anſwer; then let it be 


ſpeedily, to the revival of 


Your otherwiſe loſt, 
M—c—s. 
H g Mr. 
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Mr. M—c—s, to Miſs Fanny 
GRAHAM. 


Dear Fanny, | h 
| June 11, 1729. 
Was m hopes I ſhould have received 
your commands for admiſſion, as ye- 
ſterday; but whilſt I was pleaſing my- 
ſelf under the vain expectation, comes one 
with a letter, from that raw-boned fel- 
low, that diſpoſſeſſed me of you the other 
day. I own upon fight of it in the bear- 
er's hand, my heart kaped in my boſom, 
tc graſp the declaration of your ſubſiſting 
affection for me; but opening it, would 
you think it, I had unfolded a challenge 
for Monday morning, to meet him by 
Tix o'clock, to give him gentleman-like 
ſatisfaction for an indignity (as he calls 
it) to you, my love. | 


_ B&ess mel! child, I never riſe by fix 
in the morning, unleſs i happens upon. 
a a party of pleaſure, or ſo: then what ſa- 
tisfaction the fellow craves, I know not; 


but 
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but preſume he would fight me with 
ſwords, Surely, the puppy might have 
been long enough at Oxſord, to have ſeen 
that ſcholars wear no ſwords. I have one 
it's true; but whether it will draw or 
not, or whether it may be proper for 
pinking, I am as ignorant as the child 
unborn | 


Wuar the Devil would the man have 
more? 'I ſtuck him, and he's upon the 
mending hand, he ſays, and hopes to be 
well enough by Monday. What then 
- ſhould he ſtab me for ? Who knows when 
I may be well again? Had I been in his 


. caſe, I ſhould have had full enough of it 


already; then why can't he be content 
with what he has got? Nor indeed, does 
he ſeem to inſiſt much upon that; but 
charges all to your account, and ſays, he 
muſt have ſatisfaction on your behalf. 


Now, my good dear Fanny, ſend 
him word the thing was all a miſtake; tell 
him there was no indignity meant, and 
that you are already perfectly ſatisfied. 


S' blood 
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S'blood, here may be the Devil to pay 
elſe. Let me have your orders for at- 
tending you, or I ſhall come without 
them; but be ſure ſend to the man, and 
let him know all's well. 


EF sKaztL languiſh for an anſwer, my 
dear Fanny, and am 


Your molt conſtant ee; | 


T. M—c—s. 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Mit 
ELIZABETH CRoss. 


My dear Betſy, | 
N Oxf. June 11, 1729. 
YESTERDAY received an epiſtle from 
Decius, excuſatory of his late tranſ- 
greſſion; but am reſolved to afford it 
no anſwer, till I have firſt received thy 
opinion of its propriety : it being ſome- 
what long, and myſelf low-ſpirited, I 


could not think of the trouble of copying 


it, ſo have incloſed it for your peruſal. 
5 ir 
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Pray, my dear, weigh it impartially, 
in all its diviſions. You ſee what he pro- 


feſſes, and what a turn he gives to his 


meaning in what he did. I have ſo much 


of the true woman in me, as fully to re- 


ſent an intended injury; but not of the 
fool, as to perſiſt in the wrong. A looker 
on, they ſay, often ſees more of the 
game than a player; then prithee, my 
dear, give me thy undiſguiſed thoughts 
of this affair, and how far it ſeems pro- 
bable, that T may have been miſtaken in 
his behaviour: for we mult allow, that 
a woman's fears, eſpecially in ſuch a caſe 
as is before us, may bias her too favour- 
ably to her own fide; and then you will 
again duly deliberate upon the ſincerity 
of his repentance. 


I was juſt entering upon a new para- 
graph, my dear, when I received a ſecond 
letter from the ſame hand, whoſe ſtile be- 


ſpeaks the writer under no ſmall conſter- 


nation. Had it contained lefs, I would 


have copy'd it; but ſhall trouble you 


with 
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with both together. I am more at a loſs 


how to behave ſince my receipt of this, 


than I was before, and ſtand in more need 


of thy judgment. 


Mv dear, ſhould murder enſue upon 


this challenge, what may not be imputed 


to me, by the malicious world ? What 
pangs may. not perpetually haunt me, as 
being committed for my fake ? Death is 
a terrible thing, child, and one, nay both, 


may fall. Take that into the account in 


your anſwer, together with the uncer- 
tainty, to whole lot it may happen. Nay, 
for a man to be crippled all the days of his 
life; reflect alſo on that, my dear, and 
don't determine ſo partially, for or againſt 


either, as to ſuffer the loſs of both. I 


know not how I may be able to ſuſtain the 
ſhock. Be ſpeedy, my dear Betſy, for 1 
am reſolved to ſtand. neuter, till I receive 
your opinion. I fear it will come late 
enough to prevent miſchief ; which once 
done, I leave you to conſider what muſt 


prove 
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prove the furure circumſtances of, my 
dear Betſy, 
| 113 Your affectionate 
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Mr, M—c---s, to Miſs Fanny 
| |  Granam. | 


5 | Jour 14, 1729. 
. CAN any thing in nature be more ſur- 
+ priſing, my deareſt Fanny, than for 
a lady to ſtand mute, where the life of 
her lover is at ſtake; and that of ſo ex- 
travagant a lover too, as for thy ſake, 
would not heſitate at annihilation ? But, 
my dear Fanny, when one reflects that 
this is not for thy ſake, as to thy pre- 
fent preſervation, (for nothing elſe can 
Juſtify the act) ſhews it not the utmoſt 
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; -obduracy to deliver up one, who adores i 
| your perfections, to but the chance of 
0 laughter? 
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I DouBT not, but you may by this 
means, hope to be freed from that bul- 


lying fellow who interrupted our ſatis- 


factions the other day; leſt the humour 


ſhould feize him, for giving us a ſecond 


diſappointment : but then, my dear, every 
thing may not abſolutely correſpond to 
your deſires. No, no, Fanny, the chance 
of war is to be aſcertained only by the 
event; and ſhould it turn out contrary to 
your expectation, I flatter myſelf, my 
deareſt angel would be ſo far from ever 
forgiving her acquieſ-ence in the deed, 
that ſhe would run 9 upon the 
reflection. 


Mod pA, my dear, you know is the 
day; here is only the intervening Sunday 
for a man to ſ<ttle all accounts in, before 
he may be launched into eternity. I 
would have you conſider the whole af- 
fair in all its circumſtances: then prithee, 
my dear, ſuffer not that fact to be per- 
petrated, you muſt for ever repent of. It 


is not, my love, the loſs of life, that 


weighs 
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weighs aught with me, were 1t certain, 
which it is not. No, it is the privation 
of my ever deareſt Fanny, that embar- 
raſſes me beyond all meaſure : for as I 
would give my life moſt willingly to gain 
thee; ſo the enjoyment of thee, ſubſiſt- 
ing but in the retention of it, is what 


diſtreſſes me moſt when I think of part- 


ing with it. 


IHAVE ordered the bearer to bring 
me your anſwer, and if you have not al- 
ready wrote to that deſperate fellow to put 
a ſtop to his deſigns, pray do it forthwith, 


and the bearer hereof ſhall carry it; for I 


mult profeſs, the leaſt notion of being for 
ever ſeparated from thee is intollerable. 
Remember therefore, Fanny, this may be 
the leaſt good office you may ever have 
the power of performing for the moſt 


ſincere admirer of your virtues, 


T. M. 


Miſs 
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Miſs BETSY CRoss, to GEORGE 
Hervey, Eſq; 


Frampton, June 14, 1729. 
1 UnDersSTAND, Sir, that your late 


challenge hath put the Oxonian into 
ſuch a pannick, as almoſt to have driven 


him to deſtraftion. He has wrote my 
couſin two letters on that head, which 


ſhe hath ſent me, with her aſſurance that 
ſhe will take no ſtep in the affair, but 


under my advice, which I have ſent her, 


by this poſt, 


IT is amazing to me, from peruſal of 


the fulſome ſtuff his letters are cram'd 
with, that any thing under the bare 
ſhape of a man, ſhould prove ſo degene- | 
rate, as to ſubmit to the moſt ſervile in- 


treaties of the very perſon he has injured, 
for her intereſt in his preſervation ; but, 


that the wretch ſhould aim at blinding 


all mankind, and ſecreting his baſe prac- 


| tices, under a pretence of heightning 


their affections for each other, without 


the 


. 
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the leaſt iniquitous view (for it is that 
his letters abound with,) the more I re- 
flect thereon, the more I am confounded. 


Lr not what I here ſay, Sir, any 
ways extend to the heightning your in- 
dignation againſt a creature, too worth- 
leſs for your notice z no, I muſt, fo far 
as my little power may prevail, inſiſt that 
you expoſe not a life ſo eſtimable as 
your own (to Miſs Graham eſpecially) 
to but an accidental defeat, from injudi- 


cious raſhneſs. 


I rave for that purpoſe, adviſed my 
couſin to write to you her requeſt to de- 
cline the meeting; not for the ſecurity of 
her baſeſt enemy, I can aſſure you, but 


for your own : in what manner it is to be 
done, moſt conſiſtent with your honour, 


that ſhe will refer to your deciſion. 


3 glad to hear it is well 


over, and am, Sir, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


a | E. CrRoss. 
a> Muſs. 


„„ enn 


Miſs BeTsy CRoss, to Miſs Mary 
CONSTANCE. 


Frampton, June 14, 1729. 

OTninG can be more viſible to me, 

my dear, from the two incloſed 
letters you ſent me, or better confirms 
the opinion I have always entertained ,of 
mankind, that they, who make it their 
buſineſs to circumvent us ſilly women, are 
meer degenerate cowards, whoſe mean- 
neſs of ſpirit will not permit them to face 
a man in the moſt trifling conteſt, where 
danger may enſue ; than that where their 
power is ſuperiour, they ſhould pride 
themſelves in the exertion of it. This, 
my dear, is the mark of a mean and un- 
generous ſpirit, and is moſt apparently, 
Decius's character. 


Trovecn I could heartily wiſh all ſuch 
pitiful fellows ſeverely caned, yet, me- 
thinks, female compaſſion will not agree 
to his deſtruction, He may repent of his 
folly under due chaſtiſement; but death 


ſhuts 
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ſhuts every avenue to future remorſe and 
penitence. 


Tur ſpirit you have aſſumed in this 
affair, my dear, delights me exceedingly; 
nor ſhall you by my conſent ever abate 
it; though I know not how it is, but 
I can deſcry a ray of remiſſion frequently 
darting through your reſolves; and a 
tendency to give farther credit to that baſe 
deceiver. O] my deareſt Paddy, fly 
him and all his deluſive ſpeeches from 
henceforth, as you would a ſerpent. The 
bite of an adder is equally deſtructive; nor 
works their venom, but by ſlow degrees; 
though to. the confulion of the patient 
moſt aſſuredly. No, my dear, the man 
never yet ſubſiſted, who would chooſe to 
debauch the woman he deſigned for his 


future bride. 


I mus T now come to my advice, as 
to the duel; . which I think you ſhould 
by no means ſuffer to proceed, if in your 
power to prevent it: for better had a 
knave eſcape the halter, than an honeſt 


man 


: 4 as a 
man be executed, when once matters are 


driven to that criſis, that it is an equal 
chance who ſhall periſh. The method to 
this, your own difcretion will dictate, 


though I wiſh from my heart my advice 
may arrive in time, to prevent blood- 
ſhed. 


Nor diſputing but I ſhall receive the 
earlieſt account from you, I remain 
Your moſt affectionate | 


E. CR oss. 


Mr. M—c—s, to Miſs FA NN v 


GRAHAM. 


June 15, 1729. _ 


OuLD not any man breathing 


days, my dear; that you ſhould be ſo 
deaf to all the calls of love and nat ure? 
Did J not explain the thing to you in its 
moſt genuine light, in my Hrſt of the 
ꝛ0th inſtant, from whenee it Was impoſ- 


ſible, 


ſwear you had been aſleep for ſome 
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ſible, but you muſt have diſcovered your 


fears to have been intirely without foun- 


dation £ 


Ir any thing in the world could have 
removed a groundlefs jealouſy, ſurely, the 
proteſtations therein made you were ſuf- 
ficient to have done it; but if you have 
determined to ſeek my fall, and for that 
purpoſe have contracted with your rut- 
fian to diſpatch me; he had much better 
have executed his intent when he firſt ſaw 


me, than have ſuffered me to linger 


on ſo many days, I may call them ages, 
under the torment of your diſpleaſure. 


To-moRRow, he wants me to give him 
a meeting ; I ſuppoſe to try which 1s the 
beſt man, as it it uſually called: but 
faith, my opinion hath ever been, that a 
living dog is' better than a dead- lion, 
Why, what can the fobl think I have no 
other uſe to make of my body, than for a 
butt to receive his oller-holes : a 


Now my deareſt charmer, I ſay, it lies 
wholly in your breaſt, eicher to call off 
1 your 
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your mermidon, or hal loo him on, to the 
worrying of me. Grant me, therefore, 
but an anſwer to this, which way you de- 
termine to behave, that I may reſolve ac- 
cordingly, either to perſevere in a perpe- 
tual amity or hatred with you for ever. I 
bring you this myſelf, in caſe I am fo bleſt 
as to meet with you, and will wait upon you 
again about eight o'clock for your anſwer; 
till which time, and from thenceforth, as 
you encourage me or not, 


Yours or not yours, 
F4 M--c--s. 


SIS III II +II4$4$4+ 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Mr. 
| M--c--s. 


June 15, 1729. 


1 T was not my abſence from home, 


when you brought the incloſed, that 
prevented my ſeeing you; but the deteſ- 
tation I bear to falſity and hypocriſy, 
where-ever I meet with them; or I ſhun 
you, Sir, as the leaſt * artiſt in 
thoſe ſciences on my liſt, 
How 
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H ow durſt you have the confidence to 
addreſs yourſelf to me, aſter the perfide- 
ous treatment you offered me, at the moſt 
notorious houſe within many adjoining 
counties ? What ! becauſe your deluſive 


ſpeeches had well-nigh intraped me, be- 
fore I had ſeen grounds for my ſuſpicions | 


think you till, your high- flown and far- 
fetched arguments can expel my rancour 
againſt you? No: baſe, fawning, ſup- 
ple fiend, I defy thee. Take thy own 
courſe, as I ſhall mine, and bite thy ſer- 
pent's tongue for pain, that thy frauds 
were detected, whit heaven to guard my 


innocence, had placed the hand from 


which thou now dread'ſt thy deſerved 
chaſtiſement, within diſtance to prevent 
thy malice, and preſerve my chaſtity. 


Sink, fink vile reptile! to the earth 


that gender ed thee z or even lower yet, if 


lower yet can be, than thou art already 


fallen in my eſtimation ; but never more 


dare to confront the injured 


F. GRAHAM. 
Vor. I. | I Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to GEORGE 
HEeRvey, Eſq; 


Sik, 
June 16, 1729. 
T having reached my ears, that an 
engagement is this day to happen 
between you and Mr. M—c—s, I fear 
I may be too late in my interpoſition to 
prevent it. The letter which conveyed 


this to me, hath but juſt reached my 


* 


hands, mentioning it to be on my ac- 
count too. | 


IT ſhames me, Sir, to reflect on the 


troubles I have occaſioned to yourſelf, 
and the good ladies your mother and 


ſiſters; amongſt which, Sir, the late in- 
ſtance of your humanity ſuffered too 


much in the execution, to permit me 


tamely to ſubmit to your further danger 
for my ſake. 


I therefore my preſent application 
comes in time to prevent all further haz- 
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zard of your perſon, I hope I need not 


inſiſt upon the addition it will make to 
the obligations already conferred on, Sir, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


M. ConsTANCE. 
CNN MMM NN 


GEORG HEeRvey, Eſq; to Miſs 
CONSTANCE. 


Mana, 
June 16, 1729. 

1 AcKNOWLEDGE myſelf your debtor 

for the favour which I hereby beg 
leave to anſwer; but more abundantly. 
ſo, for that ſupremeſt of honours it con- 
veyed to me, in your kind concern for my 
welfarc. 


 ALas! madam, though the alarm of 
dueling may ſeem i.ighttul to the tender 
minds of the ladies; yet, that man has 
little to awake his terrors, who engages 
with their avowed foc; ſince ke muſt 

12 have 
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character of this abject inſect; I obtained 
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have abandoned all claim to honour be- 


fore he becomes ſo. 


Ir is true, I appeared this morning at the 
appointed rendezvous ; but happening to 
come before my time by a full half hour, 
leſt my adverſary might have taken um- 
brage at but a moment's delay, I by meer 
accident light upon him, making his re- 
treat from the city. 


-] was in hopes he had advanced to 
me in acceptance of my invitation; but 
upon his nearer approach, perceived his 
intent was, to have paſſed me, not know- 


ing me, I believe, becauſe I was other- 


wiſe dreſt than he had before ſeen me. 


Cy 


J perfectly recollected him kowever, and 


ſtopping him, demanded why he came 
without his ſword ? But the unmanlike 
poſture he caſt himſelf into, ſoon con- 
vinced me he had no intention of -join- 
ing my company that day. 


IT would ill become me to leſſen the 


his 
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his vows of amendment with the earneſt- 
eſt intreaties for your pardon, madam; 


which having ſubmitted to, I only with 
my cane reached him ſome few ſuch me- 


mento's, as may poſſibly preſerve his pro- 
miſes in mind, till their ſmart is abated, 
and then turned him up to his own re- 
veries. I am, 


Madam, 


Ever yours to command, 


GEO. Hrrver. 


NN EE. OOO 


GrORGOE HE RV v, Eſq; to Miſs 


ELIZABETH CRoss. 


Manan, | 
June 17, 1729. 


I MusT eſteem it to have happened 
through your means, that I have been 


bleſſed with the moſt agreeable letter thar 
ever was penned, and from the moſt 
charming of women too; but as I pre- 
ſume ſhe received yours but at the ſame 


1 | time 
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time that your favour reached me, it 


proved too late to have with-held me from 


my purpoſe. I may ſay, as the great 
Cæſar once wrote to the ſenate of Rome 


after a conqueſt; I came, I ſaw, I con- 


quered ; but not with like honour to my- 


ſelf; for I came, and ſaw, it is true; 


but my enemy was firſt overcome by his 


_ own daſtardly diſpoſition : for the miſe- 


rable creature, goaded by his own con- 
{cience, fell upon his knees like a ſchool- 
boy for pardon, upon promiſe of amend- 


ing his manners and forſaking his er- 
rors. 


Ir grieved me to ſee human nature 


ſo debaſed, as even to ſupplicate mercy 
to his vile life; when even his own prac- 
tices would not allow a comfortable mo- 


ment to the life of another, where his 


own ſenſuality interpoſed, and preſſed for 
gratification. 


f 


I nave by this means had an oppor- 
tunity of writing to Miſs, which I could 


not otherwiſe have preſumed to have done; 


whereby 
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whereby I have opened a correſpondence, 
which, could it by any means be proſe- 
cuted between us, might poſſibly intro- 
duce me to the favour of her company, 
to whom alone, I could pleaſurably de- 
vote my future life and fortune; nor 


would it be the firſt time I have declared 


ſo to her. 7 


Ir without breach of friendſhip you 


ſhould find me worthy of ſucceding 
to that honour, a word in my favour, 
madam, ſhall be ever more than ver- 
bally acknowledged, by 


Your molt obedient ſervant, 


Geo. Herver.: 


S506S0000005:5300 We 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
ELIZABETH CRoss. | 


June 17, 1729. 
Toon your advice, my dear, in writ- 


ing to Mr. Hervey; and received a 


ſurpriſing anſwer; for would you have 
I. 4: thought 
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thought it, my deareſt Betſy? that piti- 
ful fellow Decius, (nay he even deſerves 
every worſe name) after ſerving boch me, 
and Mr. Hervey, in the abominable 
manner he had done, not only declined 
to fight him, but ſnivelingly upon his 
knees beſought his and my pardon, ſtood 
the baſtinado moſt peaceably, and then 
ſneaked off, ſhaking his ſmarting head, 
like a puppy with his ears juſt cropt. 


Brzss me, my dear, what are thoſe 
mock men made of ? for where the heart 
is wanting, what purpoſe can the figure 
of the animal anſwer? But they can ſport 
and flatter, till like the tumbler, they 


have decoyed the game to their notice, 


when without remorſe or Pity, they ſeize 
end devour it. 


My dear Betſy! how can I eſteem my- 
ſelf leſs than the favourite of heaven, to 
have eſcaped fo premeditated perdition | 
but the next time I am ever caught thus, 
charge me with the whole blame: for 
ſenſible as I am what it is to be deceiv- 


ed. 
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| . 177 
ed, never will I truſt man more, my 
dear ; another moment (had Mr. Hervey 
not reſcued me as he did) had reduced 
me to the off-fcouring of the land I live 
in. I tremble more and more, dear Betſy, 
at my own condition; and could I but 


reward that true, that conſtant man, I 


might ſtill be happy. 


I Have had many thoughts about 


leaving Oxford; but am not yet deter- 


mined when to leave it. If you have 
any place in your eye for me, where I 


might ſecurely reſide, in due diſtance for. 


now and then a viſit from you, pray let 


me have a deſcription of it in your next. 


I am 


Your affectionate 


F. GRAHAM, 


I 5 Miſs 
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Miſs BETSY CRoss, to Miſs 
Mary CoNSTANCE. 


Frampton, June 19, 1729. | 


T Au heartily rejoiced, my dear, to find 


Mr. Hervey came ſo well off in a 
dubious conteſt. I ſay dubious ; for al- 
though none but a coward will be guilty 
of an ill act; yet when he comes to be 
preſſed, though he wants true courage, 
he may from deſpair be urged to-a raſh- 
neſs, which may prove equally fatal. 


I am no leſs pleaſed to hear you have 


wrote to Mr. Hervey,” and that by his 


anſwer a correſpondence is eſtabliſhed be- 
tween you; which let me adviſe you, my 
dear, by every means to. improve. Let 
things turn out ever ſo well with your fa- 


ther, the acquaintance only of a man of 


fuch a worthy diſpoſition, and of ſuch 
conſequence in the-world as Mr. Hervey 
is, can be of no diſſervice to any woman; 


not 
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not to inſiſt upon the intereſt you may 
ſtill have in him: for J am not ſo blind, 
my dear, but I can perceive the latent 
lover in every of Mr. Hervey's move- 
ments. Therefore, as I ſaid, encourage 


his correſpondence, permit his vifits, and 


if any thing hath hitherto taken air pre- 
judicial to your character in regard to 


Decius, the countenance of ſuch a man 
will ſoon ſilence every idle wWhiſper againſt 


your reputation. 


WHENEVER you are reſolved to re- 
move, let me know; for J have a friend 
about five miles from me, with whom 


you may enjoy the privacy you require: 
but I ſhould rather wiſh you would ap- 
ply to your father for a reconciliation; 
or if you will write me a letter proper to 


produce to him for that purpoſe, I will 


wait upon him with it. Vou need not 
date it from any place, and I will ſo 


manage, that he ſhall not know where- 


it comes from. - 


- 
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HavinG no more at preſent to add, 


1 conclude p 
| Your affectionate 


Kr1rz, CROSS. 


GEOROE HERveyr, Eſq; to Miſs 
ELIZABETH CRoss. 


MAD AM, | 
June 26, 1729. 


I Am not at any great loſs for an au- 


thoreſs, to whom I mult aſcribe the 


chief felicity I am capable of enjoying in 


your lovely kinſwoman's correſpondence 
and ſociety ; being well aſſured, I in a 
great meaſure owe it to you. My life is 


an heaven to me in her company, and 


would it not ſavour too ſtrongly of va- 


nity, I could almaſt hope, mine is no- 


ways diſagreeable to her. 


As I doubt not your having retained 
dur correſpondence from her knowledge, 


I own, 


—— 


— 
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I own, I am under the ſtricteſt caution 
in her preſence, whenever we diſcourſe of 


her affairs ; left I ſhould accidentally blab 


out ſome part of my knowledge, which 


ſhe muſt ſuppoſe me ignorant of, bur by 
your means: for which reaſon, if the in- 


telligence we hold with each other could 


any ways agreeably be divulged to her, 
our time would paſs ſo much the more 
pleaſantly together; but this I muſt 
wholly refer to your diſcretion. Good 
madam, if added to that, I could be ſur- 
priſed with the perſons] interview of 


that lady, whoſe writings I ſo much ad- 


mire, what would it not contribute to 
the ſatisfaction, not only of my dear 
miſs Graham, but of, madam, 


Your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


GEO. Hervey. 


n 2 — 4 
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Miſs BeTsyY CRoss, to Miſs MARY 
CoNnSTANCE, at Oxford. 


June 26, 1729. 

80 my dear; all is huſh at Oxford. 
What ? neither pen nor paper in the 
houſe? or does Mr. Hervey ſo engroſs 
your whole time, that not a ſpare minute 


can be obtained for a line to your neg- 
lefted Betſy? However, I forgive you 


with all my heart, ſince you keep no 
worſe company : for certainly if ever 


man deſerved a lady, you muſt be his 


own by merit. 


My dear, as it becomes me to in- 


form you of all I hear; Mrs. Smith was 


here to-day, who ſays Harry Hubland, 


your father's tenant told her, that he ſaw 
you at Oxford laſt week. If fo, it can- 
not be long, I preſume, before there ar- 
rives an hue and cry after you: for I 
am perſuaded my uncle will leave no ſtone 
unturned to find you. You know beſt 


what to do, and how to behave ; but if 
| you 
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you ſtill reſolve not to ſee him, I ſhould 


adviſe you to throw yourſelf into the 
arms of Mr. Hervey, quit Oxford, and 
retire with him to his mother's. 


Ino he and you enjoy each other's 
ſociety to your mutual delight; nor 
doubt I, but before this time, you have 
played many a game at piquet together. 
O Paddy! Paddy ! what would ſome wo- 
men give for the heart of that worthy 
man! Adieu, 


Your affectionate 


ELI::. CROss. 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
BeTsyY CRoss. | 


| June 28, 1729. 
M* deareſt Betſy has one of the beſt 
gueſſes with her of any laſs in 


_ Great-Britain : for my dear, your laſt 


found 
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found me at the very exerciſe you ſuſ- 
pected.; but the damp which ſcized me 
upon the reading it, gave ſuch alternate 
ebbs and flows to my ſpirits, as I could 


no ways conceai from Mr. Hervey; who 


inſtantly throwing down his cards, de- 
manded the reaſon of it, and ſuſpecting. 
that it muſt have been ons by 
ſome ill news that I had received by that 
letter I had juſt read, intreated me ſo 
powerfully to diſcloſe it to him, that re- 


collecting the hint in yours, and. diſ- 


pairing of a more proper opportunity, I 
revealed to him both who I was, and my 
whole ſtory. In ſhort, Betſy, a friend 
in need is a friend indeed. You may be 
ſure, I durſt not ſo far intrude myſelf up- 


on his protection, as to require him to 


take me away with him ; or to be plain, 
my dear, did that kind man afford me 
the leaſt opportunity for ſo doing; but 
ſnatching my hand and kiſſing it; has fate 


decreed it ſo, ſaid he, that I may ſtil} 


find further occaſion for the relief of, no 
longer Miſs Conſtance, but my lovely 


(= anny? O! make uſe of me for every 


your 


„„ | 
your wants in life, my dear, added he, 
who only live, while 1 ſerve you. 


Mabpau, added he, my houſe, myſelf, 
my all is yours, command me home, com 
mand me any whither, if but with you; 
that place ſhall be my delight, and your 
ſanctuary. I'll inſtantly beſpeak a coach 
and fix to attend us to-morrow by day- 
break. You have no M—c—s to deal 
with in me, my deareſt Fanny ; then fear 
not to truſt yourſelf to my conduct. 


War had I to do, my deareſt Betſy, 
but to comply ? And I ſhall leave Oxtord 
with the firſt light to-morrow. 


DiRecT no more for me till you hear 
from me, I truſt I am in ſafety with him. 
Farewel, till you hear further what is 
become of 


Your affectionate 


F. Gnanam, 


Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
ELIZABETH CROSS. 


— 


June 30, 17 29. 


H! my dear Betſy, if you could 


contribute but the leaſt grain of 
folace to my wounded ſpirit, you would 
be more welcome to me than an angel. 


I am in durance, cloſe confined, locked. 


up, ſeparated from all the world, and 


what is worſe, from Mr. Hervey. O! 
cruel father! to diſtreſs his offspring 
thus! Why was I born to be thus. 


miſerable! O death! thou terrour to 


the- guilty mind; mine, pure as inno- 
cence itſelf, invites thee, thou ſole, 
though diſtant object of my wiſhes. But 
why rave I thus? I'm caught; Pm ham- 


per'd. Excuſe my extravagance, my 
dear Betſy, and I'll let you into the ſcene 


of woes I have undergone, and ſtill do take 
my portion of. 


W x ſet out this morning from Oxford, 
at the peep of ys breakfaſted at Bamp- 


ton, 
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ton, and had ordered the coachman to 
ftop at Wotton Baſſet for dinner; pleaſing 
ourſelves with the repetition of old ſto- 
ries : nor was ever heart more full of glee, 
than Mr. Hervey's, in the enjoyment of . 
my converſation ; but what can man pro- 
miſe himſelf for the ſucceeding moment ! 


AB our eleven o'clock, as we were near 
to Highworth, for we purpoſely avoided 
the moſt publick road to Wiltſhire, in a 
lonely part of the way, four horſemen 


met and paſſed. by us upon an hand gal- 


lop. Mr. Hervey and myſelf took. no. 
further notice of them, than to be aſ- 
ſured, that in leſs than three minutes 
time, the ſame men, following us again, 
rode by us; but inſtantly ſeveral voices 
calling out ſtop, and two of them riding 
up to the head of our horſes, we ima- 


gined no leſs than that we were beſet and. 
ſhould be robbed by them. 


Two of them approaching our coach. 


window, Mr. Hervey had drawn his 


ſword to defend us; when my father put- 
ting. 
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ting his head into the coach, I have her, 
ſaid he. of 


— 


I cave a ſhriek, and dropt back- 
wards. 


Mx. Hervey knowing neither of them, 


but terrified to death at my fainting away, 
leaped from the coach, and in the ſcuffle 
run one of the horſemen through the leg ; 
when the reſt diſarming him ſecured his 
perſon.. 


Poor Hervey could ſtill have no other 
conjecture, than that they were robbers ; 
and no doubt wondered at their delay of 


ſentence upon him ; till my father, whoſe 
care had hitherto been employed in re- 
covering me, came up to him; nor long 


able to conceal the cauſe of his diſpleaſure, 


ſoon unriddled the myſtery to him : but 
his paſſion was ſo extravagant, that I, 
who was now capable of diſgovering what 


paſſed, had no other expectation but of 


his murdering him. 


Mx, 
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Mz. Hervey, in the moſt gentleman- 
like manner, would have debated the 
caſe with him, affiring him of his in. 
nocence, as to the being any ways con- 
cerned in the inveigling me from his 
houſe; inſomuch, that he would demon- 
ſtrate to him, that his firſt knowledge 
of me, had commenced afterwards ; but 
he might as well have aimed at out-roaring 
thunder; for the violence of my father's. 
fury overcame it all; nor to my belief 


did he hear one word Mr. Hervey ſaid 
all the while to him. 


Wos coachman are you? demand- 
ed my father of the fellow on the box: 
he told him. Who hired you ? demand- 
ed my father again: that gentleman, an- 
ſwered he, pointing to Mr. Hervey. Very 
well, ſaid my father; come out madam, 
deicend from your coach and ſix. Here, 
added he, to one of his ſervants, mount 
her behind Thomas, (another ſervant) 
and as for you Sir, ſaid he to Mr. Hervey, 
though you deſerve no leſs than death for 

this 
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this diſhonourable act to my family, I 
diſcharge you: ſo pray take away your 
equipage, and turn home again. 


S1R, replied Mr. Hervey, could 1 
perſuade you to moderate your paſſion, I 
ſhould rather merit your eſteem, for any 
tranſaction that hath paſſed between your 


daughter and me, than your anger. I 


intreat you therefore to give me a patient 
hearing: but m father, all fury ſtill, 
giving him ſeveral opprobrious names, 


and ſevere menaces, and charging him to 


be gone immediately ; Mr. Hervey little 
able to ſuſtain the affront, aſſured him 
that the efteem he had for me, and the 
regard he paid to that perſon whom I 
vouchſafed to acknowledge for my fa- 
ther, had prevented his uſe of thoſe means 
for his vindication, that his honour would 
otherwiſe have required; but adviſed him, 
not to put his patience too much to the 
torture, leſt he might be guilty of that 
oftence to me he might ever after repent 


of. 


nt 
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I sHALL tire you with no more of 
what paſſed, my dear, than may exhibit 
the different tempers of Mr. Hervey and 
my father. So that having mounted me 
behind his man Thomas, and again ſeat- 
ed himſelf in his own ſaddle, my father 
gave the word to march, . and poor Her- 

vey and I were parted; but how were 
| we parted? Our eyes were fixed on each 
other, til] diftance interrupted our far- 
ther viſion; and even then our hearts 


continued the purſuit, and have never 
ſince been recalled again. 


We put in at Highworth, where we 
dined ; and a fide-ſaddle being purchaſed 
for me, I was in the afternoon mounted 
on a molt abominable hard trotter, which 


made our evening call moſt agreeable to 
me. 


I nad. neither received a civil word 
nor a kind look from my father, till bed- 
time; nor had I aſked him a ſingle que- 
ſtion, ſave FO my manima did; nor 

- otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe added more, than to beg his 
pardon, and hope he would forgive me; 
but had an anſwer only to the former, 
which was in a ſnappiſh 88 that I had 
broke her heart. 


You muſt judge, my dear, this treat- 
ment could not be over agreeable to me; 


fo when the maid came into the room, I 


deſired her to ſhew me to my bed-cham- 
ber ; for that I was very much fatigued 
and weary. In the interim, whilſt ſhe 
was gone for a candle, I approached my 
father to aſk his bleſſing; but he aroſe 
and turned from me; which indeed, my 
dear, almoſt broke my heart : for though 
I had braved it out in my abſence from 
him, ſo as to caſt but little of my con- 


cern homewards; yet, being in the pre- 
ſence of my father, I could not but re- 


gard him as ſuch, and his anger aMicted 


me exceſſively, 


THe maid who attended me was a 
ſweet tempered young creature; and 
my father, who had himſelf before view- 


ed 
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ed my lodging room, ordering her to 
wait till I was in bed, lock my door, 
and bring him my key; the girl aſk- 
ed me as we went up, what was the 


gentleman's reaſon for it? I replied, that 


he was my father, and whatever was 
his will, I never diſputed; but ſhe 
imagining there muſt be ſomewhat more 
than that in it, replied, that if ſhe could 
do any thing in the world to ſerve me, I 
might command her; ſo that having ſuch 
an humble ſervant, I beged her to bring 
me pen, ink, and paper, and two large 
candles; for that if I found myſelf not 
inclinable to ſleep, I ſhould rife and a- 
mule myſelf with writing. She did fo; 
then having ſet me a candle in the chim- 
ney, ſhe wiſhed me good night, locked 
my door, and left me. 


You can't imagine, my dear, that the 
turmoil of my ſpirits would admit of my 
taking much reſt; ſo that having tum- 
bled, toſſed, and rolled about for near an 
hour, till the houſe began to be ſtill, I 
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aroſe, and ſitting down to my table pro- 


ceeded hitherto. 


I wourp have added ſome little re- 
marks, but the clock having juſt ſtruck 


two, I have meditated another eſcape, 


in caſe I can poſſibly make way through 
my chamber door ; ſo ſhall put this into 


my pocket till I have mage the experi- 


ment. 


OE dear, 
= July 3, 1729. 
ICA my door; which ſhews me 
the abundant ſecurity of doors in an 
inn, where the locks are for the moſt part 
uſeleſs; for having but the ſhape of a 
lock, they tack it to, whether it behaves 


like one or not. 


Ipuzzrö my way out by the help 
of a ſmall glimmer of moon-light; for I 
durſt not venture to carry my candle 
about the houſe; till at laſt I arrived at 
the caſtle gate, which denied me all pro- 
ſpect of paſſage. What could have-been 
more vexatious, than to be thus im- 


* 
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pounded in the grounds, after I had eſ- 


caped from the building itſelf? 


I nap walked round and round the 


yard, which was all incloſed with build- 
ing, ſave the entrance from the ſtreet; 


and that was ſecured, beyond all poſſi- 


bility of my penetrating, by a monſtrous 
great gate to the arch-way. I was then 
ready to have hung myſelf for ſorrow, 
when I found I was thus miſerably dif- 
appointed; and what was worſe, when 
I had the leaſt thoughts of returning, I 
dreaded leſt in that ſtrange place, I ſhould 
miſtake my own chamber, and ſo be 


detected. 


Wulst I was tormenting myſelf 
under theſe difficulties, I ſpied a key in 
one of the ſtable doors. I entered it, 
and ſearching narrowly round, I at laſt 
ſaw the glare of the moon through the 
cracks of a little dung-port, of which I 
ſoon found the bolt, and opening it, 


: cos through into an adjoining field. 
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1 was now once more at large, and 
ſet forth at my top ſpeed ſtrait forwards 
over the fields, till about feven o'clock 
in the morning, without once conſider- 
ing whitherto my way tended. I then 
put into a ſhepherd's cott, heartily fa- 
tigued and jaded. Here a good elderly 
woman, with the whole apparatus of her 
dwelling, exhibited to me the molt cleanly 
poverty; but her humanity expreſſed itſelf 
ſo tenderly for me, that I made my abode . 
with her till near ſun-ſet; then inquiripg 
my way to G—t—n-hall, which was the 
name of Mr. Hervey's ſeat, ſhe being a 
native of that country knew it, and di- 
rected me to it by the neareſt way. 


TI Found myſelf the next morning at 
O—f—d, where I lay by for the day a- 
gain, and about ten at night arrived at 


Mr. Hervey's gate. 


Oh! my dear Betſy, how was I con- 


funded, when I reflected upon the Jate 
troubles I had occaſioned to that family ! 


When 
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When I conſidered my paſt behaviour, 
and my father's barbarous brutality, even 
to Mr. Hervey himſelf! During my tra- 
vel, I had only bent both my mind and 
ſteps to Mr. Hervey's; but upon re- 
flecting, I ſay, in what a light I muſt 
now appear before the whole houſe, my 
heart failed me, and I moſt ſincerely 
wiſhed, I had rather remained in ſubjec- 
tion to my father's humours, than to ex- 
poſe myſelf at Mr. Hervey's, poſſibly, to 
the ſcorn and contempt of the whole fa- 
mily. 


] covLD not lye in the ſtreet all 
night, my dear ; but, O! how my heart 
went pit a pat, upon ſtriking the knocker! 
nor was I able to inquire it Mr. Hervey 
was at home, when the ſervant opened the 
gate to me; but the fellow knowing me 
again, and ſaying, O dear! miſs Con- 
ſtance is it you? I then took courage to 
reply, and begged to ſpeak with his ma- 


er. tHe ſaid the family were all going 


to bed, but he would let him know, and 


deſired me to walk in. 
K 3 O BETSY! 
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O BeTsy! What words can deſcribe 
the raptures, that dear man approached 
me with! His eyes played all love and 
extaſy, when claſping me in his arms; 
O whence, whence all this ſweet benig- 
nity to me? my dear, ſaid he. How 
came you hither ? and alone too? where 
is your father? And ran on with more 
queries than I could have anſwered by 
day-break ; had I not broke in upon him, 
by intreating him to declare what recep- 
tion I ſhould meet with from his mother 
and ſiſters, for the diſcompoſure I had 
wrought in their family ? for as that ſhould 
prove, I would either crave a night's 
lodging at his houſe, or proceed further 
in experiment of my future fortune. 

Hz preſently replied in ſo ſatisfactory 
a ſtrain to me, that I moſt williagly 
pitched my tent with him z but the good 
old lady and her daughters, being al- 


ready retired for bed, I would by no 


means ſuffer them to be diſturbed on my 


account: ſo that after a ligh: morſel for 


ſupper, 
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fupper, I parted a Mr. Hervey for 


my repoſe. 


You ſhall hear in a few days, what 
will be the further iſſue of my arrival 


here, till when, I am, deareſt Betſy, 


| Your affectionate 
F. GRAH AN. 


P. S. Addreſs for me at madam Hervey's, 
at N—t—n, near C—r— d, Wiltſhire, 
in cafe I ſhonld fend this without fur- 
ther additions. 


July 5, 1729. 
UrzLy my deareſt Betſy, there ne- 
ver was ſuch an heaven upon earth, 
as the houſe I am now in; but hearing 
nothing as yet of my father, I am per- 
ſuaded he knows not where I am har- 
boured. That beſt of women Mrs. Har- 
vey, my dear, was in my chamber before 
I was ſtirring this morning, to inquire } 
into my health, and whether I was ſtill. 
ſo fatigued with. my paſt walk, that I 
ſhould chooſe my breakfaſt before I aroſe ? 
My dear, my heart was ſo oppreſſed with 
„ their 
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their civility to me, that I had much 
ado for weeping, to reply, that I found 


myſelf very much refreſhed ; was infi- 
nitely obliged to her for her exceſs of good- 


will to me, and that I would rife in- 
ſtantly. | 


Sunk ſat her down upon my bed, took 
my hand in hers, and beg'd me to be 
under no ſurpriſe at what ſhe was about 
to ſay ; but that her fon was ſo extremely 
ſmitten with my charms, that he would 
never be able to enjoy himſelf or his for- 
tune, unleſs I would condeſcend to be- 
come his wife; that ſhe underſtood his 
former propoſal on that topick had prov- 


ed diſagreeable to me; but as the lover's 


hopes could never forſake him, whilſt 
but a bare poſſibility ſubſiſted for his 
obtaihing them ; he had made ule of her 
mouth for the revival of his paſſion for 
me; and my dear, added ſhe, it matters 


not to him, what expectations you may. 


have in life; they are beneath his regard, 
hen compared to your perſon, and ac- 
com- 
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compliſhments, which he fo much ad- 
mires. 


As for my ſon, he is to me my life, 
my all; nor becomes it me, to oppoſe 
ſo ſober a man in any thing, he ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly inclines to, as making you his 
wite ; but my dear, added ſhe, as ano- 
ther repulſe from you would abſolutely 
confound him, if that at length muſt 
prove his lot, he chooſes rather to re- 
ceive it, under the ſoftnings of a mo- 
ther's lips, than from a rigorous ſentence 
of your own.. | 


My ſon has deſired me to inform you 
(hoping, ſhould you comply with be- 


coming his, it will meet with no oppo- 
ſition from you) that as you ſeem diſ- 
inclined to remain under your ' father's 
care, and as he is ſtill undoubtedly upon 
the ſearch after you; he is ready to re- 


ceive you as his wife, inſtantly ; which 


ceremony being once paſt, no father on 
earth can demand you from him. 
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Tars my dear, added ſhe, is whine 
I am charged with; and as you need 
Not be under that reſerve with me, which 
modeſty would require before my ſon ; 
declare your ſentiments freely, and up- 
on my honour, I here proteſt to you, 
that I will no further diſcloſe your in- 


clination to him, than you ſhall com- 
miſſion me to do. 


— 


HERE that kind woman ended; 


when the firſt idea that ſtruck me, was 


that of the difference of parents, in the 


treatment of their children. My father 


never mattered who, or what I married, 


however unpleaſing to me, ſo that he 


was but a great and rich man; this mo- 
ther only intereſted herſelf in. her child's 
delight, and not only conſented to, but 
even ſolicited for her ſon, to me, with 


whom ſhe had not the expectation of a 
groat. 


My dear, I heſitated Wan little time 
upon her demand; but, believe me, it 
Vas not whether I ſhould comply or not; 


but 


— ne Are 


- — Th * N 
** eee e 


. 203 
but that I might deliver her my affirm- 
ative, in the moſt agreeable manner; ſo 
that I begun with recounting the num- 
berleſs obligations I was her debtor for, 
when taken 1n by her, in my helpleſs con- 
dition; the tender affection her ſon had 
expreſſed for me, before I left her houſe ; 
and alſo the difficulties and dangers he 
had ſince ſuſtained for my ſake. I 
then touched upon the folly I had been 
_ guilty of, and the hazard I had run; 
the releaſe from which was wholly owing 
to Mr. Hervey ; and laſtly, deſcending 
to the unjuſt reproaches he had patiently 
endured from my father, and the placid 
manner in which he the lat night re- 
ceived me, which, by her then declara- 
tion to me, I muſt cenclude to be real; 
I unconditionally (I told her) ſurrender- 
ed myſelf to his diſcretion, being but too 

ſenſible of my own felicity ariſing from 
her propoſal, to decline it. 


I covrp perceive I had afforded the 
greateſt joy to the old lady, in the re- 
port the ſhould make to her ſon, of her 
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proceedings with me: for, giving me a 
ſalute, and calling me her deareſt daugh- 
ter, ſhe would leave me, ſhe ſaid ; bur 
lend her own maid to take me up, and 
would wait breakfaſt for me. 


NMR. Hervey now met me no more with 
that. diſtant awe he was uſed to do ; but 


upon my going down into the parlour, 
claſping me in his arms, and faluting me; 
he ſeated me between himſelf and his mo- 
ther at the table. His ſiſters, fo ſoon as 
breakfaſt was over, retired, leaving Mr. 
Hervey, his mother, and me together ; 
when he began, upon the inexpreſſible 
ſatis faction he had received at his mamma's 
report from me; and that ſince I had 
rendered him ſo happy as to hope for 
my favour, by ſubmitting to his inclina- 
tion ; in order. that his doubts might no 


longer continue to perplex him, if I. 


would acquieſce to marry him to-mor- 
row, I ſhould gg 6 complete his hap- 
pineſs. 
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I RePLIED, that the warning he gave 
me ſeemed exceeding ſhort ; but that 
having already paſſed my word to his 
mamma, for ſubmiſſion in every thing to 
his direction; whatever from thenceforth 
ſhould be agreeable to him, ſhould never. 
fail of my approbation; 


THrvs then the caſe ſtands, my dear, 
and I am now. under a courſe of prepa- 
ration for that ſolemnity, to-morrow. at 
eleven o'clock. Adieu |. dear Betſy ! 
with me happy ; now no more your dear 
Paddy, but Mrs. Hervey; by which 
name, pray direct your next for me. I 
am in high ſpirits my dear, and pre- 
ſume, I ſhall have a ſtrange ſtory to tall 
you in my next. I am 


Your affectionate 


F. GRARHAM. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny GRAUAM, to Miſs 
. CROSS. 
Auguſt 4, 1729. 

V O U need not doubt my ſorrows, for 

the loſs of all communication of my 
diſtreſſes to you, my deareſt Betſy, for 
ſo long a time, as ſince we laſt heard from 
each other. Was there ever any aMiction 
like mine, think you ? Juſt falling into, 
the arms of the moſt valuable man in the 
creation ; .at church with him ; in heart 
and conſcience one; waiting only the 
fanction of that ceremony our law pre- 
ſcribes; nay, even that began upon; 
when who ſhould appear to. interrupt its 
completion, but that dreadful object, a 
father ? who, with his attendants, vio- 
lently ſeizing, dragged me from the very: 
altar, and raviſhed me from my huſ- 
band. O! Betſy, forgive my calling him. 
ſo; he is my huſband. 


War miſeries can I be further re- 
ſerved for! O!] what is become of that 
deareſt, trueſt man? My own for him, 
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denote his ſorrows for my ſake. Though T 
durſt not write to him myſelf, for fear of 
a diſcovery ; yet, my deareſt creature, 
ſupply you my place; and if you love 
me, tell him, O! tell him, I love, I lan- 
guiſh, for him alone. Intreat him not 
to forſake me; for that will prove worſe 
than all that has hitherto befallen me. 


SenpD me, deareſt Betſy, all the news 


you can of him: but ſend it only by my 


own meſſenger, who will be with you at 
leaſt twice a week, and wait for your an- 
ſwers. 


Mr dear, it is ſome alleviation of my 
hardſhips, that I have at length procured 
one to go between us; it is my maid's 


brother, one wholly unknown to our fa- 


mily ; he is lately come out of Wales, 
and that good creature Hannah. no ſooner 
fet eyes of him in the town, as he was in- 


quiring after her, than ſhe, of her own 


motion, appropriated him to my ſervice * 
for, ordering him to an alehouſe, and 


Siving him ſix- pence to ſpend there, till 


3 ſhe 
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ſne came to him again; ſhe related his 
arrival to me, adding, how convenient he 
might prove to my purpoſes, in caſe I 
had any private errands to employ him 
upon : for the poor foul had heard me 
hourly complain of. the diſtreſs I was un- 
der, in. neither being able to hear from, 
nor. communicate my thoughts to Mr. 


Hervey ; who is, by this time, as well 


known by name in our family as myſelf. 
Now but for this young fellow of my 


maid's procuring for me, I had been moſt | 


miſerable indeed. 


I a M confined to my own room, and 
my maid's, which is on one fide of mine, 


and both may be ſecured by the great 


paſſage door, in which they ſtand, as you 
may well remember. I am denied the 
uſe of pen and paper; my proviſions all 
brought to the paſſage door, and there 
delivered to Hannah ; but neither ſhe nor 


I are intruſted with the key of that. When 


ſhe either wants any thing, upon ringing 
the bell it is brought us ; or if ſhe would 
paſs the door, ſhe ſtands the ſearch as 
| | | | ſtrictly 


— — 


E 2 Is 7 we 
= WE ER EA 2 * 80 
e rd ee mee, e e ee e e eee e i Fi oa ; ? 
: 1 5 S eee eee eee ed OE eee e e eee hf n e D 5 8 ; FY 
: Sat); Mes SS 8 o A n 


Fs 
; 4 
* 


EFANN E 209 


ſtrictly to the full, as a cuſtom-houſe offi- 
cer would examine a female ſmuggler; 
nor is it often that ſhe can return again 
without ſubmitting to the like formality. 


HowzvkER, we had no ſooner inliſted 

Tom (for that is her brother's name) into 
the ſervice, than ſhe took him a lodging, 
and engaged for his board ; where he lives 
at the other extremity of the town, to his 
own thinking, like a gentleman of Wales. 


Tom's ſole duty in life is, every night, 
about eleven o'clock, (by which time you 
know, my dear, that our family are uſu- 
ally aſleep) to ſeek whether J have any 
commands for him, which are ſignified 
by a line pendent from my window, con- - 
taining his inſtructions for the enſuing 
day; and if he has any meſſage to deli- 
ver me, he ſends-it up by the return of 
the ſame line, at the bottom of which is 
a piece of black crape to conceal any thing 
white, like a letter : for my window be- 
ing two pair of ſtairs, and over-looking 

the common field, is moſt ſuitably adapt- 
| eck 
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ed to this purpoſe; and by this means, 
I firſt procured my implements for writ- 
ing; no ſuch thing being admitted by 
my door-way. 


I x was but two days ago, that I ſet- 
tled this oeconomy of my little family; 
from which I promiſe myſelf no ſlight 
comfort in correſponding with you, my 
dear: for I durſt not even wiſh for the 


intelligence my ſoul craves after by him, 


that of my dear Hervey; fearing that by 
ſome unguarded word, or miſconducted 
action, my meſſenger, who by the by, 
though an honeſt fellow, has none of the 


beſt heads for plotting, ſhould be diſ- 
covered. | 


P Ax detain him, though it proves 
till to-morrow ; ſo that he may but bring 
me your anſwer, for the aid of 


Your affectionate 


| 3 F. GRAHAM» 
P. S. Think of ſome means, that f 
I may hear from Mr. Hervey. 


Miſs 
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Miſs BETSW CROSS, to Miſs 
Fanny GRAHAM. 


My dear Paddy, | 
Auguſt 5, 1729. 


THx letter with accounts of the z3oth 

of June, and the 3d and 5th of July, 
having been long ago anſwered, it has 
lain by me ever ſince, in hopes of ſome 
means preſenting for its ſafe conveyance 
to you; but the matter being now ſo ſtale, 
I ſhall only lightly touch it in this; for that 
the late alteration of your affairs may have 
rendered it uſeleſs to you now. 


I was highly pleaſed at your pro- 
jected journey from Oxford to Mr. Her- 
vey's: and methoughts, had myſelf oc- 
cupied a vacant corner of your coach, 
where I delighted myſelf at the pleaſure 
that dear man took in your preſence and 
converſation ; and with great glee would 
I have attended you to his feat, had not 
that boiſterous interruption ſucceeded, 
which with my fears for you, my dear, 
daſhed all my conceived ſatisfaction; 


and 


* 2 
E. 


2 

Wa 

5 
Ws, 
* 
2 

* 
Ls 
"wi 
Da 
0 
1 
is 


4 
* => 
"I 
+ / 
o 
* 1 


1 


r . 


and I can aſſure you, ſent me weeping 


to bed for your ſorrows. 


— 


IpirrIED you, I pittied Mr. Hervey, 
and was ſunk in reverie paſt ſenſation, but 
of your woes; till that dear dung- port, as 


you call it, re delivered you to the living 
world again. 


My dear, I traced your weary ſteps, 
from place to place, myſelf as much 
jaded through your fatigue, as again re- 
freſhed by that benign reception you met 
with at Mr. Hervey's. My dear, there 
15 not that man's equal upon this earthly 
globe ; and but for the injuſtice it would 


be to my dear Paddy, I ſhould turn her 
rival to enſnare him, 


Ir you will commit any thing to my 
hands, I will tranſmit it to him with all 
my heart; and if he pleaſes to addreſs 


aught for you to me, I can ſend it by 
your own courier. 


T an 


8 


- I" OE,” 8 2 he 
en cabs 40 
ag 3, m Ro on ON, 0 


N 


I am mightily pleaſed with the means 


Hannah has contrived for our literary 


intercourſe; and your character of her 
brother excited my curioſity for a parly 
with him; but never in my life met I 


with a man of fo little knowledge, I 


preſume, Hannah had infuſed ſuch a pro- 
feſſion for ignorance into him, that leſt 
he ſhould be thought to have exceeded 


his commiſſion, it was with the utmoſt 


difficulty I brought him to the acknow- 
ledgment of one half of his own name: 
for having firſt aſked him ſeveral trifling 
queſtions, from which (whatever reply 
he had made) nothing poſſibly could 
have been deduced, derogatory to the 
truſt repoſed in him, he maintained to 
them all an abſolute ſpirit of evaſion. 
I then put that of his name, to which 
he replied, he could anſwer only by hear- 
ſay, having for the moſt part been called 
Tom, ever ſince he remembered. I gave 
him half a crown for his honeſty, his 
wiſdom meriting not a doit : for certainly 
you would never have committed priva- 
cies 
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cies to the friend you would reſerve the 
name of their bearer from; which a ſmall 
furniture of his head- piece might have in- 
formed him: however, upon the whole, 
I know not where you could have been 
ſuited with an agent, better qualified for 
your purpoſe : for let who will ſuſpect 
him, they will never know what to make 
of him, I am fatisfied. 


I FoRGET, my dear, how high your 


window is from the ground ; but ſhould 
imagine, that as you can compals the re- 
ceipt of any thing from my friend Tom 
by the line you mention; one ſomewhat 
ſtronger. might contribute to your own 
deliverance that way; but don't let this 
hint make you too adventrous ; there are 


ſuch things as rope-ladders ; ſafe convey- 
ces, if uſed with caution. 


Ino to hear from you again this 
week, when charge me with ſomewhat for 


.Mr. Hervey. Cs 1: 
Your affectionate 


ELI:·:. CRoss. 
Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 


EL1z. CRoss. 


Auguſt 8, 1729. 
T is not to be imagined, my dear, 
that ſuch a recluſe as I am ſhould be 
capable of affording you much novelty ; 
nor indeed can my news extend to any 
thing beyond my narrow cell, which 
grows daily more and more irkſome to 
me; and was it not that I have now 
fairly opened a correſpondence with you, 
would be quite intollerable. 


I HAvE incloſed a letter for Mr. Her- 
vey, which ſend him by the poſt, incloſ- 
ed in one from yourſelf, only ſignifying 
how he may tranſmit one to me through 
your hands. 


1 canwnorT think there can be the 
leaft impropriety in my writing to him, 
(of which ſend me your thoughts, my 
dear) for ſo far as relates to our own 


. we are man and wife already. If 
you 


16% N. 
you ſhall judge it will not be candidly re- 


ceived, you may detain it with you, till 


I have peruſed your ſentiments thereon 
but my dear, dont give judgment raſhly; 
but weigh it well: for you muſt needs be 
of opinion, we ought not to act upon the 
reſerve now, as before we had on both 
ſides conſented. 


I am glad you think Tom ſuch a 
truſty fellow; as for any. thing further, 
my dear, you know it might be uſeleſs 
to me; but in your next, pray inform 
me what ſort of a creature in ſhape and 
make, that odd-minded man you have 
deſcribed to me is: for I have never yet 
ſeen him ; his approaches towards me be- 
ing only in the dark; nor have we yet 


| exchanged a ſyllable together for fear " 
being over heard by any one. 


ALAS | my dear, your hint of the rope- 
ladder came roo late by five days, or I 
had moſt undoubtedly put it to the expe- 
riment; but my father and his man, re- 
turning from a ride one morning, and 
| croſſing 
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croſſing the field my window opens into; 
his hawk's eye, unobſerved by me, ſpied 
me reaching quite to my middle out of 
it, looking towards the great road. This 
he taking for a certain prognoſtick of my 
deſign to procure my enlargement that 


way, a ſmith was ſent for, and iron bars 


fixed ſo thick in every window, that it is 
with the utmoſt ſtruggling I can barely 
thruſt my head between them; nor have 
the leaſt chance of an eſcape but up the 


chimney, which I ſuppoſe, ſhould I be 


caught peeping that way, would be ſe- 
cured in the like manner. 


PRITHEE, my dear, tell me what 
are your thoughts of ſuch treatment, as I 
meet with from Mr. Graham? Is it juſ- 
tifiable, becauſe he pleaſes to ſtile himſelf 
my father? Surely, my dear, if ours is 


a land of liberty, the law mult redreſs me. 


I defire you will adviſe about this, for I 


can't ſatisfy myſelf of its legality, 


Pray weigh the affair of my letter to 


Mr. Hervey, impartially; and unleſs you 
Vor. I. L have 
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| have poſitive reaſons to the contrary, ſtop 
it not for trifling ceremony, not know- 
ing how far it will alleviate the ſuffer- 
ings, of | 


— 


Your affectionate 
F. GRAHAM. 


NANA NAA AE 


Miſs FAN NY GRAHAM, to GEORGE 
Hervey, Eſq; 


SIR, 
| IR 8, 1729. 


| FpRom whom can the diſtreſſed ſeek 


for ſuccour, but from the benevo- 


lent; if ſo, I, who have to ſuch a de- 
gree experienced your humanity, can 
turn my thoughts to no other object. 
Alas! Sir, what was my deſert, when 
you afforded me a place in your affec- 
tion? The ſame then may ſtill claim 
your regard for me, being equally deſti- 
tute of the leaſt merit then, as now. I 
- muſt not permit a thought, that you will 
intereſt 


| TR RN RE 219 
Intereſt yourſelf in my difficulties, ſuffi- 
ciently to releaſe me from the cruel re- 


ſtraint I am under. No, I am but too 


ſenſible of its impractability; but yet 
there remains what might be done, and 
what alone can mitigate my ſorrows; a 
line from you, Sir, teſtifying my ſtill 
ſubſiſting in your memory: for ſhould: 
Mr. Hervey deſert me in my troubles, I 
am loſt indeed. 


Your goodneſs, Sir, IJ hope will plead 
in excuſe of a wretch in durance, compel- 
1ed for want of other advocate to plead 
her own cauſe; then ſatisfy me thereof 
under your own hand, or deliver over to 
every future miſery the abandoned and 
forſaken 


F. GRAHAM, 
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Miſs BETSsY CROSS, to Miſs 
GRAHAM. 


My dear, | | 

Auguſt 9, 1729. 

HE fineſt opportunity in nature have 
have ] loſt, for diſplaying my talents, 


on the propriety of yours to Mr. Hervey ; 


who himſelf being preſent at my receipt 


of your packet, I had no ſooner opened 


it, and perceived that one was directed 
for him, than I put it into his hand before 


I had read my own. Bleſs me, my dear, 
why ſuch ſeeking after that advice from 


me, which you ſo ſtrenuouſly inſiſt upon 
my not giving impartially? Perſons in 
love, my dear, run all one way; nor do 
they obſerve that in themſelves, which is 
moſt apparent to others. Think you, 
that after muſtering up every affirmative 
reaſon, both to exhibit your own incli- 
nation, and to baffle my opinion, I ſhould 
have produced my negative? No truly, 


I ſhould not; but the choice is now de- 


termined by my delivery of it to that gen- 
| e 
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tle creature, who that he might not un- 


man himſelf before me, retired with it to 
a private room, in which he kept him- 
ſelf withdrawn from me for above half an 
hour; nor when he returned, though 
with ſeeming pleaſantry on his brow, 
could he conceal from my notice the la- 
bour of his ſoul, ſteering him to penſive 
thoughts of thee, my dear. 


I HoPED, I ſaid, he had received all 
the ſatisfaction that a letter from you 
could give him ; to whom he was briſkly 
about replying, he had; when his half 
obſtructed breath and loſs of voice pro- 
claimed the generous conflict of his heart 
to be extravagant, 


HE put your letter into my hand, 
watching my features as I read it; but 
his own eyes ran over all the while, like 
little fountains; inſomuch that JI avoided 
looking at him, leſt he ſhould be uneaſy 
at expoling himſelt ſo to me. 
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He is now at the ſame exerciſe with 
myſelf, preparing our diſpatches for honeſt 
Tom; nor doubt I the conſolation his will 
carries with it : for, my dear, if there is 
but the leaſt faith in man, whatever 'be- 
falls you, you will have in him a faith- 
ful friend, lover, and protector. 


Mu. Hervey has already hinted . to 
me, what an obligation it would prove 
to him, would I permit him to remain 
at my houſe, whilſt ſome means may be 
projected for your redreſs. This I have 
granted him, that mutual intelligence 
may paſs between you; but my dear don't 
be jealous of me; for though ſuch ano- 
ther never can fall to my lot; my dear 
Paddy ſhall never be injured by 


Her affectionate 
E. Cross. 
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Grokor HERVEY, Eſa; to Mrs. 
HEeRvVEY. 


Auguſt 9, 1729. 
F my deareſt Fanny can find herſelf 
- in the name ſuperſcribed on this, how 
I: happy will ſhe ſtill make me. What want 
4 we, Fanny, to make us man and wife ? 
| a a cuſtomary ceremony, its true; but yet 
| I would hope our hearts are too firmly 
I united, ever to ſuffer a voluntary ſepa- 

| ration. : 


| Tur you are confined, diſtreſſed, 
f and miſerable under ſuch reſtraint, my 
; dear, I muſt freely admit; and ſo am J. 
N who am at liberty: for not a throw of 
| | thine, but penetrates my very ſoul. 
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[ Tuar you deſerve all my time, my 
| care, my hopes, and my ſollicitude, is 
more than certain; nor ſhall aught ever 
be omitted by me, tending to your de- 
livery; which tho' as yet you judge im- 
practicable, time may produce the means; 
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at leaſt, the lateſt moment of my liſe 
ſhall be expended in projecting them. 
Repoſe, therefore, deareſt Fanny, all your 


cares, your wants, your diſquietudes on 


me, that I may either ſhare or redeem 
you from them. 


IN the mean time, my wife, my only 


joy, if hearing from me can mitigate thy 


woes, O! let my hand for ever be em- 
ployed, in tranſcribing the dictates of my 
heart to thee; nor can it ever ceaſe for 


want of a ſupply, where the fund is ſo 
inexhauſtable. 


Wnar grieves me moſt, my Fanny, 
in your letter is, the aiming at an excuſe 
for your application to me, O! Fanny, 
there it was not my dear Fanny, but the 
woman, ſhewed herſelf, I know my love, 
thy ſpirit would be too noble to condemn 
me in troub.e, for applying for redreſs to 
you at large; I ſay, I know it would; 
then judge not me leſs generous, who 
have by infinite odds, ſo much the greater 


reaſon 
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reaſon for it, as thy dear ſelf with all thy 
perfections out- weighs the merit of, 


My ever deareſt Fanny, 


Your moſt affectionate huſband, 


GEO. HeRvEy. 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to 
GEORGE HERVE , Eſq; 


Dear Sir, ä 
ä | Auguſt 14, 1729. 
HOW agreeably was J ſurpriſed with 
your letter, at the return of my meſ- 
ſenger from my couſin's; but what was my 
triumph at finding in Mr. Hervey the 
ſame friend, the ſame patron and benefactor 


he ever was; notwithſtanding the num- 
berleſs inſults, difficulties, dangers, and 


diſappointments he had encountered for 
my ſake. 


CAN there ſubſiſt in the heart of man 
ſuch temper, goodneſs, and generolity ? 
3 I ſee 
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I ſee they can; I feel the effects of them; 


nor ever let me be ſo ungrateful, as not 


with my lateſt breath to acknowledge 
them in you. 


O! how I glory in the title you are 
pleaſed to ſtile me by, in preference to an 
earthly diadem ? May you, dear Sir, for 


ever ſeek to retain it; for be aſſured, 
while I live, I ſhall never rejoyce in any 
other honour than to deſerve it. 


Ir any method can be contrived for 


my enlargement, I truſt you will notify 


it to me; when O! with what gladſome 


_ tranſports ſhall I commit myſelf to that 
guardianſhip, from whoſe humanity I can 


fear no ill, and from whoſe candour and 


generoſity, I have every future good in 
proſpect. 


RELYING upon your candid accept- 
ance of this my free confeſſion, I am now, 


and ever, Sir, 
Your moſt obliged and faithful 


F. GRAHAM. 
Miſs 
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| Mis BEeTsyY CRoss, to Miſs: 

| GRAHAM. 

| Auguſt 14, 1729. 
| Was never more at a loſs, my dear | 
q Paddy, than at preſent, for matter to 
| ſpin out this epiſtle to any tolerable length þ 
1 for you. Mr. Hervey, my dear, has 7 


| raken all my buſineſs off my hands, and : 
left me no more than a meer cypher be- : 
tween you two units; only to heighten ; 
| the eſtimation of one of you. We ſet : 
| daily upon ways and means; though 
when brought to perfection, I preſume T : 
| ſhall ſcarce have the honour of propoſing, 
them to you; as no doubt Mr. Hervey 
will take that merit to himſelf; ſo that 
being now of little more ufe, I ſubſcribe 
myſelf 3 


i | Your inſignificant 
| E. Cross. 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to GEORGE 
| Hervey, Eſq; 


Dear Sir, 8 
| Auguſt 20, 1729. 

HE paſſage of my poſt hath for 

| ſome days paſt been ſtopt, by a moſt 
diſagreeable adventure: for my father in 
his conſummate wiſdom, having (as he 
ſaith, and which I deny) provided me an 
huſband ; both himſelf and my mother 
have ſpent many hours of the ſeveral pre- 
ceeding nights, in preaching me into an 
approbation of him ; but the only good 
qualification belonging to him, that they 
dare venture to enlarge upon, 1s not only 
the fortune he is in preſent poſſeſſion of, 
but thoſe additions he muſt, or may have 
to it; as firſt, that he enjoys twelve hun- 
dred a year, and muſt have all his fa- 
ther hath at his death; belides two rich 
maiden aunts, and an old hunks of an 
uncle, whoſe miſerable ſavings will moſt 
probably center in him, 


THis 
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Tris, Sir, hath been our conſtant 
nightly topic, for theſe five nights, till 
I am as perfect in his poſſeſſions and pe- 
digree, with all the births, burials, and 
intermarriages of his family, as any he- 
rald at arms could be; nor had they de- 
ſiſted from proſecuting the ſuit of this 
doughty man, whoever he is, for I never 


heard of him before, but they ſay his name 


is Harriſon; had I not, in order to gain 
an evening's reſpite from their ſollicitati- 
ons, deſired a few days to conſider of it, 
that I might put Tom upon his proper 
employment again; for indolence and 
eaſe will corrupt the honeſteſt fellow 
breathing, | 


Tuns night therefore, I gained time 
for acquainting you, Sir, how I am be- 
ſet by my parents, without the leaſt con- 
ſideration how miſcrable I am to be, fo 
I am but rich. 


I MusT defire you to communicate 
this to my couſin Betſy, and let her 
know I would have wrote to her alſo, 

but 
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but was ſo ſtraitned in time, that I muſt 
defer it to another opportunity. 


I svPpPosE I ſhall ſoon have ano- 
ther lecture, which will but add to the 
hardſhips of, dear Sir, 


Yours evermore, 


F. GRAHAM. 


GEORGE HERvey, Eſq; to Miſs 
GRAHAM. 


Auguſt 21, 1729. 

18 LD you but have ſcanned the ter- 
rors of my mind, my lovely Fanny, 

on peruſal of that dead-doing letter you 
ſent me laſt, you muſt have pitied me; 
and ſtill muſt, my dear; for never will 
my fond heart be obſcured from the moſt 
diſmal apprehenſions for the loſs of you. 
O! my Fanny, could it be poſſible you 
ſhould love like me, nor a whiſper of 
marriage with any other, but muſt alarm 
your faculties paſt human endurance! 
fathers 
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fathers will be obſtinate, will be obeyed; 
and though by fair or foul means his 
end be obtained, what an ocean of diſ- 
quietude muſt I be launched into, till“ 
foundered in the turbid ſea, I ſink and pe- 
riſh:; for my deareſt life, it will be be- 
yond the power of. fancy to deſcribe a 
condition anſwerable to mine; ſhould 
fate diſpoſe my Fanny from my arms. 


01 My Fanny, perſevere in oppoſi- 
tion; my life for yours, but I gain thy 
freedom. | 


My deareſt, if it proves only money 
that your father wants, why may not my 
offer be as acceptable to him as this 
Harriſon's, you ſpeak of? I chooſe not 
to vaunt myſelf of my abilities ; but let 
him give you what he phaſes, I will 
double it, on forfeiture of every preten- 
fion to you; or I will receive you with- 
out a penny; nay will upon demand, to 
gain his conſent, even purchaſe you at 
tis own price; and if my love will per- 
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mit me, I will wait upon him with the 
propoſal forthwith. 


DzLay not your inſtant anſwer to 
aſſwage the torments of 


Your ever conſtant and affectionate 


GEO. Hervey. 


— wecartatnpnadatanind 


Miſs BETSV 3 to Miſs 


> GRAHAM. l 


Auguſt 21, 1729. 
O Paddy! matters are come to a fine 


| paſs indeed, when your time is fo 
ſhort, that your affairs are to be com- 


municated by ſecond hand to poor Betſy. 
I have no more to ſay, but that I remem- 
ber a time, when it was otherwiſe; and 
perhaps, in your next to your new ac- 
quaintance, Betſy may even quite be left 
out of the diſpatch : nay, perhaps this 
new lover Harriſon, may even ſupplant 
the preſent, in a little time; what has 

been 
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been, may be, you know; but I may grow 
impertinent; for if you have no more 


time to read than write,. poſſibly you 


would willingly have excuſed this trou- 
ble, from | | 


Your kinſwoman 
E. CRoss. 
Karas 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
ELIZABETH CROSS. 


Auguſt 25, 1709. 

1* is impoſſible to conceive, my dear 
Betſy, the diſturbance your laſt gave 
me; for unleſs you ſhould have intend- 
ed it- for a flirt only, I am at a loſs to 
conceive the meaning of it. No, my 
Betſy, you can never imagine I deſigned 
a flight to you, by writing only to Mr. 
Hervey z; from my account to whom, 
you might have gained as certain intel- 
ligence of my affairs, the only thing my 
letter was filled with, as from a diſtinct 
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copy thereof to yourſelf; I having no 
new matter to have added, had I wrote 
to-you both at that time ; but, my dear, 
this ſhall be ſolely to yourſelf, under 


confidence to acquaint Mr. Hervey with 


its contents, and then I am even with you 


both. 


O Bersy | let not my dear friend, on 
whom I have already ſo far obtruded a 
participation of my cares, deſert me now 
in the very criſis of my troubles, from 
a ſenſe of the little proſpect there is of 


their ever ending. I muſt acknowledge, 
- the concern, you have hitherto expreſſed 
for me, hath engaged you in a difplea- 


fing variety of difficulties on my account; 
and broke in but too much upon that 


| ſtate of tranquillity you before enjoyed; 


but my dear, having fo willingly embark- 
ed in my caule, I truſt you will not now 
readily relinquiſh = 


AFTER this preface, my dear, I am 
to inform you, that my father attending 
me for my anſwer to his laſt demand of 


my 
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my admitting the addreſſes of Mr. Har- 


riſon, I again craved further time for con- 
ſideration; which ſo excited his paſſion 
towards me, that he was with difficulty 
reſtrained by my mamma from laying 
violent hands upon me; but at laſt left 
me, with this moſt dreadful ſentence, 
that if I ſubmitted not to his deſires in 
three days moſt chearfully, he would on 


the fourth appoint Mr. Harriſon a meet- 


ing, when he would compel me to marry 
him, without any further demand of my 
approbation. He perceived, he ſaid, that 
gentle treatment but provoked my obſti- 
nacy and oppolition to his fatherly con- 
cern for. me, which he was reſolved no 
further to give way to; and as the laws 
of nature had inveſted him with a power 
over me, he would exert it in that way, 


which appeared moſt prudent in his own. 


eyes, 


I covrny only reply by my tears, 
which: involuntarily flowed, in ſtreams 
of forrow for my wretchedneſs'; but be- 
tore I could reduce INE to a temper of 

reaſoning 
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reaſoning with him, he had left me to 


| whoſe influence was next to be practiſed 
| upon me. 
f SHE began with her intreaties for my 


ing all ſhe could ſay would have no force 


; 

pi ſubmiſſion to my father's will ; but find- 
, 
; on my determinations; ſhe then ſeemed 
> 


'1 to change ſides, and ſoothed me with the 

i] hope of winning over my father to my 
1 ſentiments; admitting the hardſhip a 
14 young lady muſt undergo in an involun— 
| tary condeſcenſion to that ſtate, which 
Fi could end but with the life of one, or 
| M1 | the other f N but then, a 
14 father, every pra young lady ſhould 
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even compel her 6 to ſubmit to, 
both from the ſacredneſs of the name, 
and the authority he bore. However, as 
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ſion, ſhe would intereſt herſelf in reduc- 
ing him from his reſolution, and if noſ- 
ſible, introduce a reconciliation between 
us. | | 
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the management of my mamma only, 


his propoſal was ſo apparently my aver- 
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us, my dear, are my affairs cir- 
cumſtanced at preſent, of which pray in- 


form Mr. Hervey. Whatever new turn 
they take ſhatl be the ſubject of the 
next, fr 


Your affectionate 


F. GRAHAM. 
OE ET EEE ET EEE ET OLE RRC 


Miſs BETSVY CRoss, to Mails 
GRAHAM. 


Auguſt 26, 1729. 
SHOULD think, dear couſin, upon 
weighing your affairs deliberately, that 


your judgment would ſhine moſt conſpi- 


cuouſly in the purſuit of ſuch meaſures, 


as might tend chiefly to compole that 
diſtraction your family at preſent labours 
under. You may be ſure, my uncle 


hath nothing more at heart than your be- 


nefit in life, and as you have hot yet ſeen 


Mr. Harriſon, to what purpoſe ſhould you 
be 
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be ſo averſe from his addreſſes. It is not 
impoſſible, that this new face may be e- 
qually pleaſing to you, with that of 
Mr. Hervey; it is not ſo long ſince 
another was more ſo; nor can you ima- 


gine Mr. Hervey, though a man of ſuf- 


ficient good nature, ſhould dance for ever 
to your pipe alone, having already, I 


doubt not, ſtretched his patience to the 


utmoſt, He having nothing particular 
<o ſay, as from himſelf, wiſhes you well, 


as does, 
Your affectionate 
Er1iz. CROss. 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to GEORGE 


HeRver, Eſq; 


SIR, b 

Auguſt 29, 1729. 
S no one can be better apprized 
of my ſorrows, or of the cauſe of 

them; than yourſelf; I flattered myſelf, 

the regard you had heretofore expre 


for 
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for me would have ſubſiſted, till by your 


efforts I had obtained a diſcharge from my 


afflicting confinement; that I might 
have conſigned over the whole reſidue of 
my life to your ſervice. Alas! if Mr. 
Hervey can caſt me off, to whom may 
I ſtand obliged for my enlargement ? No, 
Sir, neither is life ſo ſweet, nor mankind 


- fo deſirable by me, as for the ſake of 


either to avoid my ſolitude; rather let 
me devote the ſmall remainder of my 
time, to the contemplation of what I 
might have been, than ever fix my hopes 
upon ſucceeding felicity z but with the 
loſs of you, Sir, indulge myſelf through 
that ſeries of miſery, I ſhall volun- 
tarily aſſume as my portion to my life's 
end; hoping at leaft, for now and then 
A momentary reflection, upon 
Your once loved, 


F. GRAHAM. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
ELIZABETH CROSS. 


' Auguſt 29, —_ 
AN you think at laſt, dear Betſy, 


that love like mine can be blown a- 


way with a puff of your lips? and that. 


having once eftabliſhed my proſpects upon 
the only man in life worth making my 
own, I can ſubmiſſively, as you require, 


ſurrender him up, and turn my thoughts 
to a ſtranger ? Have I no paſſions think- 


eſt thou ? Or haſt thou really none, that 
can reeal to thy mind theſe horrours my 
ſoul muſt abound with, at giving up all 


hopes to Mr. Hervey? O Betſy! how 


could I have expected that ſevere ſarcaſm 


upon the change of my affection? ſheyv ed 


I the leaſt token of mutation, whilſt I had 


grounds but to hope for a mutual return 
from Decius? Fled I not them under th: 
prevailing ſhadow of that man, who'e 
nature, abhorrent of Decius's princi- 


ples, with open arms received me to his 


heart? 
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heart? And can I part with ſuch a trea - 
ſure without a ſtruggle? 


Ir ill becomes you, Betſy, to fore · 
bode ill fate to me. No, let me hope, 
till that dear man himſelf complains of 
his dancing to my pipe, or of the crack- 
ing of his patience. I fear by his ſilence 
to my laſt, you may be further in his 
ſecrets, than he choſes to inform me; 
but though it may be in his power to de- 
cline marriage with me, it is ſtill, and 
ever ſhall remain in mine, to oppoſe a 
union with every other man. 


SIN EI find I have not ſufficient in- 
fluence, pray my dear exert yours, for 
his pronouncing the very dreadful fen- 
tence, it ſuch it muſt be, that can befal 


Your affectionate 


F. GRAHAM. 


You. I. M Miſs 


n 
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Miſs BETSY CRoss, to Miſs 
GRAHAM. 


My dear, 
Auguſt 30, 1729. 

you are very ſenſible, that whilſt 

we are under the tutelage of pa- 
rents and guardians, we are not miſ- 
treſſes of our own affections or actions; 
but muſt ſubmit to the guidance, their 
ſuperiour judgment, years, and experi- 
ence intitle them to, over us. Conſider, 
child, you are as yet under that age, 
wherein the prudence of our laws con- 
fines us to obedience, nor indeed can 
you eſteem yourſelf hardly dealt by, 
ſhould you be excluded the marriage ſtate 
for ſome few years to come. As to Mr. 
Hervey, he behaves with great indiffe- 
rence about you; having already given 


himſelf as much perplexity i in your af- 
fairs, as I preſume he thinks conſiſtent 
either with the preſent ſtate of his love, 


or the ſupport of his honour with you : 
Sothat for the future eſtabliſhment of 


your own, and your parents peace, ſhould 
vou 
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you write Mr. Hervey but a ſtinging let- 
ter for his neglect of you, with aſſur- 
ances that he has intirely loſt your regard; 
as that will ſend him home again, ſo it 
will leave you free to purſue your father's 
meaſures, and thereby introduce his love, 
and more happy days, to yourſelf, 

which, withour it, is but a folly for you 
ever to expect. 


I Hope ſoon to hear of a perfect 
harmony being reſtored to your family, 
and am Þ 
Your affectionate 


EL1z. Cross. 


D e t RR RTE INNS TS 


Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to Miſs 
ELIZABETH CRoss. 


| | Sept. 2, 1729. 
M I fo ſunk! am I fo fallen! 
-. deareſt Betſy, as that Mr. Hervey 
ſhould now deſpiſe me! What faith can 
be placed in man! Had all the world 
| M 2 combined 
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combined in every argument that tongue | 
can frame, to have perſuaded me barely 
of the poſſibility of Mr. Hervey's ever 
diſcarding me; I had laughed at their 
ſimplicity, and hugged myſelf in the 
certain ſecurity of his ever ſubſiſting af- | 
fection: but fond: are the hopes of wo | 
man!] and I have done with them. 


I DESIRE you will give him the in- 
cloſed, as the laſt effort of my dying paſ- | 
ſion for him. I ſcorn to truckle to the 
man who lights me; which you may con- | 
firm to him by word of mouth, if what 
I myſelf ſhall write, ſhould not work ſuch | 
confuſion in him, as to render him in- 
capable of hearing or underſtanding thee. 


I Au glad I proceeded no further in | 
error, and ſhall ever be your debtor for | 
rectifying my judgment, with regard to 


„ that perjured man, no longer of conſe- 
F quence to | : 
1 ; ; 
4# Your deluded 
1 19 „ 5 1 4 
1 } | F. GRAHAM. 
| | 
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Mits Fanny GRAHAM, to 
: GEORGE HERVEY, Eſq; 
1511 
- 1 Sept. 2, 1729. 
5 "Hoven it may appear to you ſome- 
what out of character, for a diſ- 
g carded lady to correſpond with her be- 
i trayer; yet I have forced myſelt, for this 
8 | laſt time, to exerciſe my pen in your 
© | condemnation. 
. | * 
it Yov know, Sir, the firſt movements 
h | of love, if there really was any ſuch thing 
„ on your ſide, proceeded from you to me: 
e. | with what view, yourſelf knows beſt. I 
| | fooliſhly believed them, acting up to the 
5 credit your profeſſions had gained with 
or me; but the dupe you have made of me 
0 | too plainly appears, from the two laſt 
= ſetters I ſent you, remaining ſtill unan- 
ſwered; perhaps unread too, It was not 
x worth the while, poſſibly, to concern 
2 | yourſelf with them; as it too plainly ap- 
i M 3 pears, 
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pears, you think it is not with their 
author. 


FEN AI. E reſentment, not regard for 
you, Sir, is the motive of my once again 
troubling you with my laſt eſſay; for- 
bidding you all further correſpondence 
with me: or ſhould that preſumption, 
which has buoyed you up thus long, itil] 
prompt you to attempt it, the ſight of 
your hand ſuperſcribed will be ſufficient 
argument for my committing it to the 
flames unopened : for the baſe man, you 
have proved to me, ſhall. never boaſt a 
readmiſſion to that favour, he has ſo in- 
juriouſly ſlighted, from 


Your ſervant, for the laſt time, 


F. GRAHAM. 


i Miſs 
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Mifſs BETrSsVY CRoss, to Miſs 
GRAHAM. 


My deareſt Pad ly, | 
| | Sept. 3, 1729. 

OR now I think I may juſtly ſtile 
you ſo, ſince your adherence to my 
advice has confirmed me in the good o- 
pinion you ſtill have of me. Never did 
you more ſignify the woman of ſpirit, 
than in yours I have now before me, 
and I truſt in that I juſt now delivered 
to Mr. Hervey, he being preſent. when 
Tom arrived. My dear, had you but 
beheld with what a contemptuous ſneer 
he received and opened it, you would 
never have forgotten it; but having 
almoſt gone through with it, to have 
heard the loud laugh he made, at your 
telling him you would burn his letters, 
(when he came to that part of it, which 
he repeated to me) it would have been. 
enough to have made one mad ; no man's 
treatment of a woman being more inju- 
rious, than that of contemptuouſly re- 
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Peating to another any part of her writing 
to him. 


own this gave me ſuch a preju- 
ice, to the man, that I am heartily glad 
you have engaged in a right way of think- 
ing, before it had proved too late. 


Ir left me, humming a merry catch; 
and calling tor proper materials, I be- 
eve he is now writing, to you, as I alſo 


am. Let me adviſe my dear Fanny to 


preſerve: her freedom, now ſhe is once 
more miſtreſs of it : and if you have given 
him his quietus, let me perſuade you nei- 


ther to anſwer his, or hold any future 


intelligence with him. 


JvsT as I was going to cloſe this, 
comes in Hervey, all life and gaiety. 
Now midam, ſaid he, let me ſee whether 
miſs Graham can hold her reſolution or 
not. O! that I was but a mouſe in a 
corner, to remark upon her behaviour at 
the receipt of this. She'll be ſoon of ano- 

ther 


FANNY. | wu 
ther opinion, when ſhe ſees my hand to 
it. | 


| My dear, the vain coxcomb made 
me ſick of the fulſome compliments he 
paid himſelt. Therefore if «it is but to 
diſappoint his vanity, let me intreat you 
to burn it, unopened. 


I AM ever ſtudious of your welfare, 


and ſhall be ſo whilſt I remain 


Your affectionate 
EL1iz. CRoss.. 
SHAEAEASEATAASTETATS S027 


GEORGE HrRvIv, Eſa; to Miſs 
GRAHAM. 


To be opened and read at all events, 


My moſt miſguided, but adorable Fanny, 
Sept. 3, 1730. 
W. As thunder-ſtruck, my love, at 
reading your epiſtle, till you mention 
of my not anſwering two of your for- 
mer, added to ſome reflections, which 
= YT then 
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then darted into my mind, ſoon led me 
into ſuch a train of thought, as minute- 
ly accounted not only for your cenſures, 
but for certain unſuſpected tranſactions, 
which had lately paſſed in our quarters; 


though now to my apprehenſion ſelf⸗ 
evident. | 


How low, my deareſt Fanny, the 
beſt of the human ſpecies will condeſ- 
cend to gain their point, it fnames me not 
more to particularize, than it does to 


think, that ſtating the true fact in ſuch a 


light, as to give my beſt angel a due 


ſenſe of it, may raiſe her ſuſpicions of 


my vanity. but paſſing by every thing 


that might tend to a concealment of the 
truth, I will rather ſubject myſelf to your 
cenſures, than omit the leaſt article that 
may contribute to the elucidation of the 
matter 1n hand. 


Know then, my ever lovely F anny, 
that ever ſince I have been at your cou- 
ſin's, I have had the moſt peculiar regard 
paid to me by her, that ever I received. 
5 fro m 


1 
3 
' 
1 


F NN X. 251 
from one ſo ſlenderly known to me, nor 
did our more intimate acquaintance with 
each other, or the length of time I trou- 
bled her family, in the leaſt abate, but ra- 
ther. heighten the notice ſhe took of me; 
even ſometimes lo far as to induce me to 


think ſhe had hopes of a ſtill more inti- 


mate union between us. 


As thou, my charming Fanny, muſt 
needs be ſenſible I had not an heart that 
could divide its affections, already moſt 
_ cloſely attached to thee; ſo much leſs 
could it transfer them from thee to any 
other object: but yet, this lady, not only 
by the diſplay of every winning artifice in 
her power, but by too many detractions 
from thy matchleſs worth, my love, 
perſiſted, T perceived, in trying to make 
a conqueſt of me. 


I THINK my dear, it was on the 
twenty- fourth of laſt month, that an ex- 
preſs arrived at your couſin's, with no- 
rice that my good mother was taken the 
day before with an apoplectick fit; that 
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ger left her, inſomuch that her life was 


deſpaired of; and that my ſiſters deſired 
to ſee me forthwith. 


You need not be told, my dear, what 
obligation I am under to that moſt va- 
luable of women; nor could I diitruſt 
your diſpleaſure for every expreſſion of 
my affection to her. I ſet forwards im- 
mediately, nor could I leave her, till 1 
might return to your couſin's, under the 
faireſt proſpect of her approaching reco- 
very. I arrived there the thirty-firſt ot 
laſt month, when you may be ſure my 
firſt inquiry was after thee, my dear, 
and what had happened either adverſe 
or beneficial to thee in my abſence ; but 
the account I received, caſt me into an 
exceſs of anxiety : for I was told, that 
you was about agreeing to your father's 
inſtances, and had poſitively determined 
with yourſelf to marry Mr. Harriſon, 
not only for the quieting your own breaſt, 
Which would no longer permit you to 


oppoſe 
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oppoſe your father, but for ſettling the 
deſireable tranquillity of your family. 


I DEMANDED whether ſhe had not 
received advices from you as uſual ? To 
which ſhe replied, - affirmatively; but 
ſubjoined her belief, that I ſhould hear 
no more from you; adding, as a piece of 
"counſel from herſelf, that ſhe thought it 
would contribute greatly to my future 
felicity, to engage my affections to ſome 
other lady; which once done, you would no 
more be remembered with regret by me. 


IT matters not to our preſent purpoſe 
what anſwer I returned her; but it was ſo 


unwelcome to her, that ſhe afforded me 
no further opportunity of her ſociety till 
this morning ; for pretending to be much 
out of order, ſhe kept her room for the 
two whole intermediate days. 


As forthe two letters, my dear F anny 
aſſures me ſhe ſent me, they arriving in 
my abſence, I have ſeen neither of them; 
nor will your couſin acknowledge any ſuch 
to Have come to her hands, 


Upon 
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Ueo the whole, my love, I am per- 
ſuaded this lady has abuſed the mutual 
confidence we have alternately placed- in 
her, with a view to excite animoſity be- 
tween us; but for what reaſons it may 
be more eaſy to gueſs at, than determine. 
Had ſhe not thus exercifed her treachery, 
you, my dear, would never have wrote 
me what I this day received from you; 
nor can I in the leaſt take it amiſs of 
you, as I am well aſſured, the occaſion 
of it, however erroneous in itſelf, was 
but juſt according to your miſguided 
conceptions of the penning of it. 


1 READ you letter quite through to 
her, aſking her judgment of it, which 
ſhe gave me to the following effect; 
that ſince you had abſolutely diſcarded 
me, ſhe deſpaired of your fickle diſpoſi- 
tion ever fixing upon a worthy mate; 
nor ſhould ſhe be ſurpriſed, ſhe ſaid, to 
hear of a marriage between yourfelf and 
one of your father's ſervants; but when 
I expreſſed my inclination for an attempt 

fo 
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to reinſtate myſelf in your favour, by the 
anſwer I ſhould ſend you; the admired, 
ſhe ſaid, that a man of the leaſt: ſpirit 
ſhould make himſelf ſo mean, as to give 
any woman, who had rejected him, that 
cauſe tor completing her triumph over 
him, 


HavinG thus ſtated my caſe, I refer 
myſelf, my dear Fanny, to your impar- 
tial ſentence, whether aught acted by me 
can receive your cenſure as blameable ; 
but if to have admired, if patiently to 
have waited your pleaſure, if ſtill to wait 
my opportunity for your releaſe, if ta 
| have devoted my whole life, and all the 
future benefits of it to your ſervice, may 
ſtill engage my ever dear Fanny to retain 
| her paſt favourable ſentiments of me; let 
me then, my dear, ever enjoy them. Q 
Fanny! as my whole being ſubſiſts but 
in thee, and on thy ſmiles upon me, let 
me indulge over your kind anſwer, by 


the. return of Tom, as you value the life 
and happineſs of 


Your ever conſtant admirer, . 


GEO. HrRVEx. 
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Miſs Fanxty GRAHAM, to 
GEORGE HERvEy, Eſq; 


| Sept. 7 1729. 
Hax a ſcene have you opened to 
my view, Mr, Hervey. Was it 
impoſſible for nature to have formed a 
ſingle being fully impregnated with the 
ſeeds of honour, ſave yourſelf? Bur if 
you, Sir, dazzle me with ſuch amazing 
luſtre, though obſcured by the artifices 
of a baſe detractor; how clouded muſt 
the light I ſtand in appear, who have 
been captivated by her mean arts to your 
prejudice. 


W as there ever an inſtance more aſto- 
nifhing, than that you, Sir, under the 
fame cover, that ought to have condemn- 
ed my over eaſy credulity, ſhould not 
only have condeſcended to the gently 
wiping off every the leaſt aſperſion from 
yourſelf, fo forcibly ; but alſo {6 tender- 
ly have formed for me the only alleviation 
of my crime ? But What ſhall J ſay, Sir? 

It 
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It would be as needleſs, as endleſs, for 


me to aim at enumerating the particulars, 
wherein Mr. Hervey excels. 


War ſhame then, what contuſion 
muſt I take upon me, {ſhould I ever be 
ſo bleſt) at fight of that beſt of men, 1 
have, though but through Ni 2n 
injured ? Permit me then, dear Sir, t 
palliate my terror, charging 1t to 55 
faith I too implicitly afforded to miſs 
Croſs's inſinuations; who ſo far from at- 
tributing your not anſwering my letters to 
it's true cauſe, your abſence, that ſhe 
aſcribed it to your unwillingneſs, further 
to intermeddle in my affairs; and to the 
deſire you had of being freed from all 
further importunities from me. What 
leſs then, Sir, could my diſappointment 
dictate, than the iſſues of a diſtempered 
mind, and that little revenge my ſex can 
only right themſelves by? But ſince the 
cauſe is vaniſhed, and you Sir can ſo 
candidly excuſe me; no more will I 
ever give an ear to thoſe ſyrens, who 
chant only for their own vile purpoſes, 

againſt 


rr 


2 FANNY. 
againſt that aſſemblage of every manly 


virtue, I ſtill hope, will one day be poſ- 
ſefled, in the perſon of Mr. Hervey, by 


Your recanting 


F. GRARHAM. 
CAN b l 


Miſs Fanny GRAUHANM, to Mils 
ELIZABETH CRoss. 


Sept. 7, 1729. 
Mus r heartily beg your pardon, my 
moſt worthy friend and kinſwoman, 
for not purſuing your ſage advice in 
burning Mr. Hervey's laſt letter to me, 


before I had opened it; but muſt own, 


that curioſity, ſo natural to our ſex, 
prevailed for a look, in what ignominious 
manner that baſe man had dreſſed out his 
laſt addreſs to me, when my dear, (would 
you have imagined it?) I was but too 
well convinced, that in the perſon of my 
ſhe friend, I had taken to my boſom a 

ſerpent, 
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ſerpent, whoſe bite was ſo much the more 
venomous, by how much the more ſhew 
of concern ſhe expreſſed for my ſervice 
and ſecurity. What ! Betſy, would no- 
thing ſerve your turn, but the topmoſt 
fruit of the tree? The ſingle poſſeſſor of 
all worth? The ſole man in nature worth 
contending for? And that, at the ex- 
pence. of thy known and approved friend 
too, by the baſeſt artifices of falſe co- 
louring and detraction? It ſhames me, 
Betſy, not only to be enforced with ſuch 
inſtances of your diſingenuous behaviour 
to me, but to be obliged to charge my 
once reputed friend with them. 


THESE proceedings of one I ever 
held fo. dear to me, would have gained 
but little credit with me, had I not im- 
bibed them from the mouth of truth-it- 
ſelf, that, Mr. Hervey, who from your 


report had fo miſbehaved to me. Ah 


Betſy! whitherto will not a woman's de- 
fires hurry her? Think you that the 
would ſtop at hell itſelf in the way to 
her truition, who could thus overleap the 

ſolemneſt 
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ſolemneſt profeſſions of her friendſhip ? 


But no more, child : thou art diſappointed 


in thy hopes, which together with thy 


corroding pangs for the injuries intended 
me, thy friend, thy other ſelf, with the 
loneſome ſolitude thyſelf muſt henceforth 
ſeek, for avoiding the ſight and upbraid- 
ings of thy fellow-creature man, whilſt 
thine heart contains an hell within itſelf ; 
theſe, I ſay, will be thy ſufficient puniſh- 


ments; to which I ſhall confign thee, 


nor evermore hold correſpondence with fo 
ſpotted a creature, whilſt J am compelled 
to remain, | 

Thy kinſwoman, 


F. GRAHAM. 
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Miſs BeTsYy CRoss, to Mis 
Fanny GRAHAM. 
Ma DAM, 
Sept. 8, 1729. 


VO had no occaſion for giving 


yourſelf ſo many airs, in what 
Tom delivered me to-day. Mr. Her- 


vey 
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vey is a villain; ſo I'll tell him to his 
face; whatever ſubmiſſion you may pay 
| him, who hope to draw him into the 
; nooſe with you: but, madam, though 
your little arts may prevail for compaſ- 
ſing your own deſigns upon him, and his 
infatuations blind him to every, diſadvan- 
tage attendant on that match; yet, let 
me tell -you, I eſteem myſelf no ways 
your inferiour in beauty or merit, and as 
deſerving of the top of the tree, as ever 
miſs Fanny Graham was or will be. 


IT matters but little to me, what 
either you, or that poor bewitched man 
Hervey thinks of me; the benefit I may 
hope from your reſentment will be a diſ- 
| charge from the ſollicitudes I have ſuſ- 
g tained, that you might at leaſt approve 
N yourſelf worthy of any man's notice; 

which, had I not laboured in, you had 

not now been even fit for a wife; but in- 
| ſtead of that, a poor abandoned wench, 
upon the courtiſy of the public. Re- 
member you owe your all to me, and 
dare again, tor your life, to wag either 
1 your 
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your tongue or pen to my diſcredit ; for 
aſſure yourſelf, if you do, I ſhall engage 


in ſuch a ſcene, as ſhall reduce your proud 


heart beneath the further notice of that 
ſtupidly fond idiot, Hervey. Adieu! let 
your ravings be confined to your own 


garret, nor ever more impeach the c con- 
duct of 


ELI Z:. CROss. 
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GEORGE HERE, Eſq; to Miſs 


GRAHAM. 


Sept. 8, 1729. 

I REcEiveD every bleſſing in life, 

madam, in your kind letter of yeſter- 
day's date; but though I am ignorant of 
the contents of that to miſs Croſs, I can 
too plainly perceive the impatience ſhe has 
received it with; nor am I to expect to 
eſcape, without my ſhare of her reſent- 
ment; her depreſſed brow prog noſticat- 
ing a terrible ſtorm to be gathering in her 
breaſt, of was I am undoubtedly to re- 
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ceive my ſhare : but that its effects may 
have the leſs force upon me, I am pre- 
paring for my laſt farewel ro her, which 
I ſhall pay ſo ſoon as ever Tom returns 


to you; preſuming upon ſome ſunſhine | 


whilſt he ſtays. 


Fool isn creature! to imagine the ſame 
eye that had once in love been pointed at 
thee, my dear, ſhould ever be drawn 
aſide to a meer woman; but as I ſhall 
leave her to her. own reflections, it 1s be- 
come neceſſary that I acquaint you with 
the place of my retreat, in hopes that 
my lovely Fanny will ſtill employ Tom 
in his accuſtomed labours, though not ſo 
diſtant as before. Then, let me, my 
dear Fanny, enjoy thee in thy letters ſtill, 
more frequently than before; for aſſure 
thyſelf, I can be ſaid to live no other part 
of my time, than whilſt I am either read- 
ing or anſwering them. Addreſs to me 


at the White Lion at Bridport, where I 


purpoſe to lye this night. May heaven 
preſerve my Fanny, for 


Her ever faithful and conſtant 


Geo, Hrxvev. 
Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to GEORGE 
Hervey, Eſq; 


Sept. 9, 1729. 
ELIEvE me, dear Sir, my heart has 


B 


yours of yeſterday communicated to it; 
for with what fluctuations hath it been 
diſturbed, whilſt I had that inſidious 
Miſs Croſs to combat with, only by my 
letters ; unable by my preſence to con- 
found her advices againſt me. 


O Sir! my reſtraint will be a palace 


to me, now I can pleaſe myſelf with 
daily intercourſe with you : for ſurely 
ſome means will ſoon be deviſed, for de- 


livering me from my ſlavery, which will 


{till be ten times more acceptable, by how 
much the greater ſhare your hand will 


have in it. 


In DpULoE me, dear Sir, in the un- 


valling my whole heart to you; nor 


fcrutinize my ſentiments, ſo minutely, as 
to 


long been a ſtranger to that eaſe which 
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to derive either ſcandal or offence from 
them; for as I have every reaſon to be- 


lieve you require, I ſhall ever pride my- 
ſelf in being, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 


Yours, 


F. Grattan. 


rr 


GEORGE HeRvey, Eſq; to Miſs 


GRAHAM. 


Sept. 10, 1729. 


approval of my actions by my 
deareſt Fanny! O] may we neither of 
us ever act, or even harbour, a thought 
diſagreeable to each other. 


I am now, my dear, to revive an old 
propoſal for your advice and concurrence 
in; it is my demanding you of your fa- 
ther, and ſubmitting to his own terms. 
Surely there can be nothing ſo forbidding 
in my perſon, character, family, or for- 

Vol. I. N tune, 


I TH what delight do J receive every 
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tune, as ſnould deprive me of an equal 


chance to his favour, with the common 


run of men, under like circumſtances. 


4 WAIT but your leave for putting 
this reſolve in practice ; nor will I delay 


it a moment upon the arrival of your 


conſent. A denial is the worſt welcome 


I can receive, which of itſelf will be an 


excuſe for every my future ſtratagems for 
obtaining you, without his approbation. 


Hop iN my deareſt Fanny will con- 
tribute her advice, either for proſecuting, 
or declining my ſcheme, with her reaſons 
for the latter, I exult in the title of 


Her moſt faithful and affectionate 


Gro. HE RVE. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to GEORGE 
Hervey, Eſq; 


Sept. 11, 1729. 

W HAT EVER objection I might have 
ſtarted againſt your projected ad- 
dreſs to my father on- my behalf, is ob- 
viated now by the abſolute neceſſity there 
will be of either that, or ſomewhat elſe 
being done, as effectually as ſpeedily, to 
oppole my father's laſt night's determina- 
tion, which was for taking me to Salis- 
bury with him next week, to a kinſman 
of his, where he purpoſes to remain with 
| me, till he has conſigned me to the hands 
| of Mr. Harriſon. I expreſſed myſelf up- 
i on the head more vehemently, than ever 
g I had before dared to do to my father; 
| nor without manifeſt indication of my re- 
ſolution to be forced upon a match with 
no man, whom myſelf had the leaſt diſ- 
like to: nay, when he had raiſed my ſpi- 
rits by inſiſting that a child had nothing 
do do at all, but to acquieſce in the plea- 
f ſure of her parent; I proceeded to deliver 
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it as my opinion, that the duty of pa- 
rents and children was reciprocal, and that 
a parent had no more legal right to en- 


join a child to marriage againſt her will, 


than a child had abſolutely to deny her 
conſent to it; for, added I, ſhall a mad- 
man, becauſe he is a father, compel me 
to a marriage I deteſt, merely becauſe I 
am his child ? No, added I, he never 
ſhall; nor is there the leaſt reaſon for it : 
then every father, continued I, who ſhall 
offer to force me upon that ſtep, from 
which I muſt date my ſucceding diſtreſ- 
ſes, is that mad-man, let him appear in 
the eye of the world, as ſenſible as they 
pleaſe to think him : for nature demands 
from him all tender affection to his child; 
but condemns every thing detrimental to 
it. Who then is to be judge where the 
ſhoe pinches, if not the wearer? For 


which reaſon, Sir, ſaid I, though I owe 


you all filial duty and ſubmiſſion, as to 


things lawful, I now declare to you, 


as my fix'd and final determination, that 
I neither can, nor will ſubmit to a bon- 
dage of any ode 'S pang, but my own; 

Wee te e when 
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when if I have erred in my choice, yet 
myſelf only will be to blame : But I will 
never, by an over-ſtrained compliance to 
a father's will, have it in my power, as 
no queſtion but it muſt in that caſe be 
ever uppermoſt in my mind, to curſe him 
for the author of my miſery. 


I neveR exerted my talents to ſuch 
oppolition of my father before; nor did 
he well know what to make of me; but 
replied much more mildly than I expected, 
that it was time enough to complain of 
hardſhip, if after ſeeing the perſon he in- 


tended me, I could find any reaſonable 
fault with him. 


Sir, ſaid I, would not you think your 
daughter very forward, ſhould ſhe with- 
out more ceremony than a bare opportu- 
nity, offer herſelf to the firſt fellow that 
ſhould demand her; I hope, replied he, 
you don't draw a father's propoſal into 
compariſon with the caſe you mention. 
Indeed Sir I do, replied I, if ſhe has no 
power of a negative; nor can I eſteem 

N „ that 
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that woman other than an harlot, not- 
withſtanding the ceremony of marriage 
having paſſed, that proſtitutes her body to 
the man, with whom ſhe hath not firſt 
u iited her affection: for the conſenting 
heart alone conſtitutes the legal matrimo- 
ny, not any words of mens invention, 


where that is eſtranged from the object; 


and poſſibly more intimately conjoyned 
to another, 


I NEVER in my life ſaw my father fo 
ſtaggered in any of his tenets before; for 
unable to reply to me, he would take 
another opportunity of convincing me of 
my error, he ſaid. To. which, being in. 
high ſpirits, I replied, it would be impoſ- 
fible ;. and then he left me. 


I crveg you therefore, dear Sir, my 
full aſſent to act as you pleaſe with my 
father; but having, I fear, tried your 
patience ſufficiently with my tedious nar- 
rative, ſhall only conclude myſelf 


Ever yours, 
F. GRAHAu. 


Miſs. 
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Miſs Fanny GRAUAM, to Georcs 
HeRvey, Eſq; 
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, Dear Sir, 
| Sept. 13, 1729. 


[ SEND. you only this ſingle line, hear- 
ing you was at our houſe to-day 
merely that you may have an opportu- 
nity of informing me of your ſucceſs 
with my father. Believe me, Sir, I 
tremble for your anſwer, if you ſhall 
vouchſafe it to the diſturber of your 
quiet, to the degree I am ſorry to charge 
upon | 


Your 
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F. GRAHAM. 
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' GronGr HE RVE v, Eſq; to 


Miſs FANNY GRAHAM. 


My ever dear Fanny, 
Sept. 14, 1729. 

Ide every repulſe I meet from 

your father, but reverberates my paſ- 
ſion the more fiercely upon you; tremble 
not, my love, at what we both might but 
too reaſonably have expected to meet 
with ; though I confeſs not in ſuch im- 
petuous terms. | 


I ra1D my compliments to your papa, 
acquainted him with my name, and ex- 
plained my errand to be on your account, 
for whom I had conceived an inexpreſſi- 
ble regard; hoping that an offer of my 
love to you would neither prove diſagree- 
able to himſelf, or you. I told him, 
that from the figure he made in liſe, and 
from his having no other child, as 1 
had been informed, than yourſelf, 1 pre- 
ſumed the fortune he propoſed to give 
you would demand a large ſettlement z 
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and that I had not made my application 
to him, but with a view of ſettling, equi- 
valent to whatever he ſhould pleaſe to 
advance, hoping he would permit me 


the honour of making my addreſſes to 
you. 


T1 pERCELIVED it was with with no 

fmalt impatience, that he had ſuffered 
me to proceed ſo far; but leſt I ſhould 
have purſued my argument, he then in- 
terrupted me, by, Who ſent for me there? 
What? was I come to acquaint myſelf 
with the ways of his houſe, that I might 
introduce my ruffians to raviſh you from 
him again; and perhaps murder him and 
his family for oppoſing me? 


| Six, added he, I remember too much 
of your face to hold further conference 

with you; therefore either quit my houſe, 
with all thoughts of my daughter, or 1 

ſhafl take ſuch meaſures, as will be no 

way agreeable to a man qualified for the 
ſettlement you talk of. Turn tail, I fay, 

Sir, and be gone, or I'll lay you be the 

N 5 | heels. 
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heels. There never wants paſſionate lov- 
ers for girls that have but the report of 


good fortunes. Then calling one or two 
of his ſervants about him; left he ſhould 


offer me any abuſe, I retired, and taking 


my horſe, returned home again. 


My dear Fanny, were it not for the 
_ difappointments I meet with in the pur- 


ſuit of thee, I ſhould never reconcile to 


myſelf, the exceſs of my affection for 


thee ; but aſſure yourſelf, that the edge 
of my deſire growing more keen for the 
difficulties I encounter, nothing but your 


own command to the contrary ſhall ever 
obſtruct my perſeverance in making thee 
my own, in oppoſition to the practices 
of your father, my moſt avowed enemy. 


WuHilsT therefore 1 am, I ſhall e- 
ver be | | 
| Your moſt affectionate 


Geo. Hrrvey. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to GEORGE 1 
Hervey, Eſq; uf 


Dear Sir, . 
Sept. 18. | f 9 | 
EsTERDAY, my father and mother ſo 
worried and perplexed me, that I am 
almoſt weary of my life, My father read to 
mea letter he had received ſome days before 
from my couſin Croſs. O Sir! to what 
lengths will not a diſappointed woman's 
revenege carry her; which I find, by fa- 
tal experience, will now all fall upon me. 


I may have deſerved this vexation, 
as a reward for my paſt follies ; but, dear 
Mr. Hervey, what have you done, to 
be thus puniſhed for my ſake? O! that 
baſe, that diſingenuous girl, to uſe me 
thus; but what will not a woman venture 
for the prize ſhe has loſt ? Whitherto will 
not diſpair hurry us? 


) 
| 


T SHALL not relate her ſtory to my 
facher, as a means to cement your affec- 
ET tion 
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tion more ſtrongly to me, Sir, by the 
averſion it may juſtly excite in you to her; 
it is my happineſs, through your good- 
neſs, not to need ſuch ſhifts for attach- 
ing Mr. Hervey to me; but would you 
have ſuſpected ſhe ſhould have repreſented 
you, Sir, as an Iriſhman, a fortune 
hunter, one who would take up with any 
thing in petticoats, with but a purſe in 
her pocket, to ſolder the breaches in 
your fortune, and to afford you a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtance ? I think you would 


not. 


Sax, from the tenderneſs of her laſting 
love for her deareſt couſin Fanny, fur- 
ther intreated my father to ſecret me 
from your preſence; for your deluſive 
artifices were more than ſufficient for 
encroaching upon ſo gentle a nature as 
mine; nor did ſhe doubt your perſiſting 
in carrying me off, the very firft op- 
portunity that ſhould offer; wherefore, 
ſhe added, if ſhe might be deemed wor- 
thy of offering her . in ſo nice an 
affair, it ſhould be, for my papa to marry 

| me 
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me with all poſſible ſpeed, as the only 
means for your dropping the purſuit of 
me. 


Turk se infinuations, Sir, have had 
their effect ſo far, that my father hath 
this day told me, we ſhall ſet out for Salis- 
bury to-morrow; whitherto I will order 
Tom to follow us; and if that regard for 


me, which hath already engaged ſo much 
of your trouble, ſhall ſtill prompt you to 


follow me thither; let but Tom know 
where to find you, it ſhall reſt on me, to 
conſult meaſures for our ſtill carrying on 
an epiſtolary intelligence with each other. 


Ir, dear Sir, your patience, which my 
affairs have ſo long exerciſed, ſhould be 
fatigued beyond further endurance; O! 
rather let me ſink under my own forrows, 
than add that affliction to my generous 
benefactor, which my life itſelf is of too 
trifling a value to compenſate for; but, 
if notwithſtanding what is paſt, your 
eſteem for me doth ſtill continue, be moſt 

aſſured, 
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aſſured, Sir, whilſt life remains, of the 
unalterable affection of 
Yours, 


F. GRAH Ar. 


GEORGE HE RVE, Eſq; to Miſs 
Fanny GRAHAM. 


My ever dear Fanny, Coo 

| Sept. 16, 1729. 
AS I to inſiſt that thoſe letters of 
yours, which convey to me the 
moſt afflicting news, moſt delight me; 
it would ſeem a paradox; but thus it 
moſt aſſuredly happens. Thy ſex, my 


dear, the moſt eſtimable of them, I mean, 


are apt, in common caſes, from an innate 
decency and delicateneſs of diſpoſition, 
to behave much more upon the reſerve, 
than mine ; who glory ina greater frank- 
neſs of expreſſion in affairs of love, than 
may always be conſiſtent with their be- 
haviour. This is apt frequently to occa- 
on a diffidence of your acceptance of our 

regards 
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regards for you, ſo amply as we could 
wiſh; but, my dear, when any thing falls 
out contradictory to your deſires, and 
croſſes the current your hopes flow in, 
you are then apt to be more explicit and 
open hearted than uſual: So that though 
you tranſmit a dart through my very 
ſoul, with ſome of the bittereſt pills you- 


ſend me, yet your goodneſs for the fake: 


of the patient, enraps them in that gild- 
ed cover, which diſguiſes their unpalla- 


tableneſs. Thus though my ſufferings. 


on your account are ſometimes inexpreſ- 
ſible; yet the tenderneſs with which, at 


| ſuch times, you more peculiarly expreſs. 


yourſelf concerning me, over-compen- 
fates the utmoſt ſeverity of my anguiſh on 
ſuch occaſions. O! my dear, there was 


an expreſſion in your laſt, though unac- 


cuſtomed to my ear, that no torment 
could abate my delight at hearing of ; 
that, I mean, wherein thou applieſt, my 


dear Mr. Hervey, to me. Dear, but for 


thee, Fanny; and O! may he never be 


leſs ſo to thee, than thou will ever be to 


bim. 
— SCRUPLE 
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SCRUPLE not, Fanny, my following 
thee to Saliſbury, or to the world's end, 
ſhould fate call thee thither: for there 
alone will I be ever found, where I may 
be neareſt to the call of my charming 

Fanny. I ſhall wait with impatience for 
the return of Tom ; but will not be ſeen 
upon the road by your father, leſt it 
ſhould prove a bar to a nearer viſion at 
Saliſbury, of my deareſt Fanny, by 


Her ever conſtant and affectionate 


Geo. Hervey. 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to 
GEORGE HERVEY, Eſq; 


| Sept. 21, 1729. 
IXN far more at a loſs, dear Sir, 
now, than ever I was, how to get a 
conveyance to you for my letters: for 
though I am not under fo ſtrift durance 
by confinement to a ſingle room or two; 
| yet 
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yet I am fo narrowly watched, as never 
to be a moment free from the impertinent 
ſaciety of one or anotherof the family; but 
I am forming an alliance with a young 
lady here, who by ſome hints I have 


taken up now and then as they dropt, was 


herſelf not long ago in my circumſtan- 
ces; and if I can but gain her to my 
party, all may yet go well. Poor Han- 
nah is indefatigable in my ſervice, ſhe is 
the truſtieſt friend that ever lived, ſure, 
and by her means it is I am furniſhed 
with the materials for this; but ſhe is 
obliged to be exceeding cautious, for fear 
of a ſurpriſal. 


Mx. Harriſon is to be here to-mor- 
row, and then I ſuppoſe we ſhall be all 
in a flame, and where it will end, is be- 
yond my foreſight to determine : for I 
am. reſolved to be peremptory with him, 
and let him report to my father, what I 
dare not ſo readily tell him myſelf: for 
ſo that he is but fully appriſed of my 
mind, I matter not by what channel it is 
conveyed to him. | 
i RE You 
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You may pleaſe to ſend me « Yn 
by Tom, who has been upon dnty theſe 
two days, though this is the firſt mo- 
ment I have been able to prepare for him; 
nor can I ſay, when Hannah may gain 
an opportunity of delivering this to him. 


IST hope a time will come, for 
returning, as far as I am able, the many 
eee conferred on your 


F. GAAuAM. 


eee eee 


. GzorGE Hervey Eſa; to Miſs 


FANNY GRAHAM. 


Sept. 23, 1729. 
Lows my dear Fanny, for an ac- 
count of your interview with Mr. 


_ Harrifon; but dread to hear what may 
fucceed it, from the favourable reſolu- 


tion you are in, with regard to me. O 
Fanny! I till flatter myſelf, that the 
* | letter 
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letter ſent your father by your couſin 
Croſs deprived me of a favourable hear- 
ing from him: for could any man oppoſe 
his child's happineſs, when the very thing 
he would inſiſt upon to make her marri- 


age agreeable to him, could not be ob- 
jected to? 


I wovLD have you cautious, my 
dear, how you make any one acquaint- 
ed with your ſecrets; you ſee how it has. 
fucceeded with miſs Croſs; but you are 
the beſt judge of the party. Would it 
be impoſſible for you to make your eſ- 
cape from the houſe by night ? If not, 
command me on any duty, at any 
place and time; for nothing) ſhall be 
deemed too great an hardſhip for the ſe- 
curing my dear Fanny to 


Her ever affectionate 


GEO. Hervey. 


: © Ao erent . 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to GrorGe 
Hervey, Eſq; 


Dear Sir, 
Sept. 26, 1729. 

AM ſo full of matter for this epiſtle, 

that I know not where, or with what 
to begin; but my father has received 
another letter from miſs Croſs, as my 
mother tells me, though he is ſo cloſe 
as not to have mentioned a word of it 
to me yet; wherein ſhe ſays, that you 
was at her houſe by way of courtſhip to 
her, till upon diſcovering who you was, 
ſhe was forced to turn you out, you grew 
ſo impertinent. Lard! my dear Mr. 
Hervey, you muſt certainly know the 
truth, whether you gave her reaſon to od 


lieve ſq, or not. 


I vow, this crafty flut almoſt con- 
founds my brains with her ſubtilties. I 
{hall be the wretchedeſt creature in life, 
till I know the truth of it ; but why do I 
perplex myſelf with her fables? It is all 

a lie, 
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a lie, I can vouch for it; no woman 
upon earth thinking me ſo happy as 
ſhe did in your love, till ſhe became 
my rival; that's plain; ſo that I am 
perſuaded all ſhe ſays is a forgery. Pray 
write to her, Sir, and condemn the me- 
thods ſhe takes for my undoing. Vow, 
you will never ſee her more; that you 
abominate her falſe tongue; and that nei- 
ther her artifices, nor all the malice of 
hell, ſhall ever alter your good opinion of 
me. Write her ſo, dear Sir, and give it 


to Tom, that I may ſend it by him, to 
be certain ſhe has it. 


ForRGI1vEe me good Mr, Hervey, my 
head perfectly roams. I have ſo many 
things to diſtract me, that I know not 
which way to turn myfſelf. 


Mx. Harriſon was here, and was in- 
troduced to me by my father; who not 
ſtaying long with us, the young gentle- 
man began upon the purport of his viſit 
to me, not doubting he ſaid, but I had 
been apprized by my father of his in- 

b tent 


CV. 
tent of deſiring me for his wife, if I would 
be ſo good to approve it. 

Six, ſaid I, as you have been ſo 
candid to inform me of your purpoſe, 
without the leaſt round about introduc- 
tion; I muſt be fo free as to tell you, 1 
thought my father had been a man of 
more ſenſe, than to have given you a 
trouble, he was but too certain would 
prove of no effect to you. I prefume, 
Sir, this is an affair jobbed up between 
our two fathers for their own pleaſure, 
more than ours; but am ſurpriſed you 
can ſo cooly demand me for a wife, whom 
you never ſaw before, nor even know the 
leaſt of my temper, character, or beha- 
viour. 


I svpPosE Sir, added I, that you 
will allow me a choice in the affair, as 
well as yourſelf. By all means, he ſaid. 
Then Sir, excuſe my aſſertion, that it is 
already made, and unalterably fixed; 
and whenever it ſhall be my fate to marry 
the gentleman is already provided. Had 
I been ſtill at lberty, I muſt own my 
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father has made a very eligible choice 
tor me; but as I am not, mult beg your 


pardon for my refuſal of any application 


to be made to me, tending that way. 


THe young gentleman, who I verily 
think had no more real inclination for 
me, than I for him; after ſome little 
diſcourſe of indifferent ſubjects, took 
leave of me; but the worſt was not 
yet over: for my father in the moſt vio- 


lent paſſion I ever ſaw him moved 'to, 


came upon me with the bittereſt language, 
and the moſt inveterate reproaches, that 
ever man vented. He vowed, that ſince 
it muſt come to a trial of ſkill between 
us, he would never ſubmit to my hu- 
mour; but either I ſhould marry Mr. 
Harriſon, or he would diſclaim all title 
of relationſhip between. us : nay, he even 


thought it a juſtifiable act, he ſaid, to 
ſtab me with his own hand for my con-- 


tumacy : So that he inſiſted upon my 
marriage as the third morning, when he 
would have every thing in readineſs for 
the performance of the ceremony in my 

own 


— N . | 
own chamber; charging me, as I ten- 
dered his future bleſſing, to be prepared 
for giving my hand to Mr. Harriſon. 


I was beginning to urge my rea- 
ſons to the contrary, when he abruptly 


broke from me, crying he would be o- 
beyed, 


He left me drenched in tears, which 
ſtill almoſt obſtruct all the uſe my eyes 
afford me; but what will be the conſe- 
quence of the dreadful morning, I cannot 
account for further, than my conſent ſhall 
but be extored from me with my life : for 
I am already ſo accuſtomed to ſuffering, 
that as nothing can well add to the weight . 
| I bear; ſo I am determined to ſtruggle 
under it, till it puts an end to my life; 
but I will endeavour to overcome that 
I may reward, as far as in me lies, your 
fidelity to 

Your miſerable 


F. GRAHAM. 


Miſs 


FANNY. wh 


Groner Hrxvx v, Eſa; to Miſs 


FANNY GRAHAM. 


Sept. 27, 1729. 


Fun melancholy ridings you fend | 


me, my dear Fanny, of your ſevere 
conflicts, diſtreſs me the more, as being 
on my account. Let not my deareſt 
Fanny abſolutely deſpair; the hand of 
Providence is never ſo apparent, as in 
extremity. My heart bleeds for the ſe- 
verities of your cruel father, unworthy 


of ſo ſweet a child. O! Fanny, my all. 


depends upon your ſentence; but rather 
let me periſh ſingly, than draw you down 
after me. Perhaps your father's rigour 
will end with abandoning you, for not 


ſubſcribing to his orders; then be it ſo; - 


my Fanny cannot want a friend: a friend, 
did I fay, no, my Fanny ſhall never 
want a father, huſband, and protector in 
me, when all other friends and relations 
fail her. As that, therefore, can but be 
the worſt that will befall you, comfort 


* 0 yourſelf 
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yourſelf, my dear, as you chooſe to 
command both me and mine, 

As to miſs Croſs, my love, I think 
you pay too much regard to her, even 
to take the leaſt notice of what ſhe writes; 
it is an honour ſhe has forfeited all title 
to: contemn her therefore, nor grant her 
the only advantage ſhe craves by it; that 
of rendering us uneaſy, and ſuſpicious 
of each other ;. which as it will anſwer no 
end on my behalf, ſo never let it create 
a jealouſy in my dear Fanny, of 


i 


Her ever faithful 


Gro. Herver. 
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Miſs Fanny GRAHAM, to 
GEORGE 5 Eſq; 


O!] my dear Mr. Hervey ! 
| Sept. 30, 1729. 
R Frcencrn the vow you was about to 

have made me, when my father, not 

your own will, interrupted it. O! re- 
member the vow I was then about ro have 
made you. I remember it, I retain it till 
as ſacred. Then are you not my huſband ? 
I your wife? We are: ſay you but ſo, 
O] ſay fo, ſwear fo, think fo, now Mr. 
Hervey, or I am loſt, I am undone for- 
ever. 

How can I number up my woes! 
why live I to behold thee wretched ! 
for my fake wretched ! but hear me pa- 


tiently; do, hear me out; then laviſh. 


forth thy curſes on that head, that will 
create thy torments. You love not, ure, 
like me, my Hervey, or you would run 
mad, as I am; convulſe all nature; ſeek 


through blood and laughter, the deaths of 
O 2 every 


e 


fs 
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every enemy to our proſperity; but what 
avayls my raving ! 
* ' * 


Tux diſmal day arriving, comes my 
father, ever, forwardeſt at, all miſchief, 
with my mother. Mr. Harriſon, his ſon, 
the parſon and clerk, a mighty number 
to compleat my ruin. The fight of this 
parade ſhock'd me at firſt; but grew fami- 
| Har preſently. My father aſked me if I 

as prepared? * anſwered, I was always 

repared to hear his pleaſure. Then 
taking me by the hand, he led me for- 
wards to the parſon, who ſtood by the 
window with a book in his band, young 
Mr. Harriſon moving alſo towards us at. 
the ſame time. 


11 E ſet us properly, then giving us an 
exhortation, he aſked Mr. Harriſon if he 
took me for his. wedded wife? Upon 
which I withdrew ; when the parſon de- 
manding why I left my place? I replied, 
my ſuſpicion of his intent to given as 
a-wite to that, eee before I had 
yielded my - confent. } ag occaſipncd it. 
1 Madam, 
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Madam, replied his reverence, your con- 
ſent will be demanded afterwards. No 
truly, Sir, ſaid I, no man ſhall take me 
to wife, till he has firſt had my conſent, 
If it will gratify your ſcruple, madam, 
ſaid he, I will invert the queſtion. Will 
you have this gentleman for your wed- 
ded huſband? No, faid I, very audibly. 
Madam, faid the parſon, ycu muſt fly 
yes. Doctor ſaid I, neither you nor all 
the men on earth, ſhall ever 'draw me 
to that anſwer, with this gentleman. 


I wONDER, added he, why I was ſent 
for hither, if this is the caſe? Indeed 
Sir, rephed I, it is no leſs ſurpriſing to 
me than to yourſelf; but this very man, 
who is now fo ready at taking me for a 
wife, is moſt ſenſible I gave him an ab- 
folute denial, to the ſingle requeſt he 
ever made me, and always ſhall, ſhould 
he daily repeat it. 


Tux doctor was then taking leave, 
when my father riſing; Sir, ſaid he, ſhe 
s my daughter, and at my diſpoſal; 1 
he O 3 _ give 
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give her to this gentleman. That is more 
than I dare do without her own conſent, 
cried the parton. Then, added my father 
in a rage, all your canonical law is not 
worth a button, if it gives not a man 
power over. his own, child, budy, and 
will: and ſo the aſſembly broke up. But 
at night, my father entering my room, 
declared his intent of diſpoſing me in a 
nunnery, I muſt here break off, unable 
to purſue my diſcourſe further. | 
03 
OQob. 1, 1729. 

An now & little eaſier : poor Hannah, 
that loving creature, laying my ſor- 
rows to heart, was taken ſo ill about 


noon yeſterday, that from one fit to ano- 


ther, which attended her all the after- 
noon, ſhe became no ways proper for 
my bed- fellow; ſo that miſs Pitt, the 
young lady I before mentioned to you, 
was intreated by my father to fupply 
Hannah's place; it being by no means 
cenvenient, as you may imagine, to tiuſt 
me IR nen eee 


3/44 25 Wl 
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We had not lain we Wg ler be⸗ 
fore my ſighs and wailing raiſing her cu- 
noſity for an account of my ſtory, 1 
opened my whole heart to her; which fo 
excited her pity towards me, that before 
morning, ſhe had engaged to aſſiſt me 
by every means in her power; infiſting, 
as I paid the leaſt regard to her profeſ- 
ſions, I would make ufe of her as my 
inſtrument, in whatever would contribute 
to my relief. She had been experimen- 
tally taught how to commiſerate my cir- 
cumſtances, ſhe ſaid, from the like bitter 
uſage of her own father to herſelf, whereby 
ſhe loſt as worthy a man as ever lived, 
though not of equal fortune with herſelf : 
and then entering into her own little hi- 
ftory, we indulged over each other's cala- 
mities, ſympathizing with our tears till 
day · light; but not a wink of fleep ob: 
tainecꝭ either of us till morning: when 
our hearts became ſo mollified, and con- 


joined to each other, that neither ſcrupled 


to engage in the moſt deſperate or hazare 


- 


deus ichemes, upon every emergency for 


I 
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the relief of the other; but as my misfor- 
tunes were recent, and in poſſibility of 
mitigation, which hers at preſent were 
not, we directed our counſels tox ards 


them in the firſt place. 


Dax Sir, I hope you are a ſtranger 
to the height of my diſtreſſes, though I 
am convinced you too muſt be a great 
ſufferer; inſomuch as to be ſenſible, 
that next to a deliverance from ones af- 


fliction, the participation of a friend con- 


tributes to its alleviation; nor have miſs 
Pitt's generous offers to me, in a light 
manner diminiſhed mine: for it will be 
by her means (if ever this arrives ſafely) 
that it gains a conveyance to you. Nay, 
as her fortune is now independent of any 
one, whereby ſne is, ſince the death of 
parents, left to follow her own diſpoſi- 
tion, ſhe even offered not only to be af- 
ſiſtant in my eſcape, but herſelf to ac- 
company me in it, if we could have 
gained the paſs of our door; but a bolt 
upon the outhde of it, which I doubt 
| not 
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not my father's anxiety for-ſecuring, pre- 
vented us. | 


SHE its. herſelf to carry this te Tom, 
who having now no ſuch opportunity of 
receiving mine as he had at my father's, 
durſt not he ſeen lurxing about the houſe 
on any account; but waits at kis quarters 
for: what I wy at Any; aime ys him. 


Ld: 44 


8 "Mi Sir, ahs: probnity of 


my writing; for my heart is ſo full, that 
unleſs I by this means diſeharged it to 
you, it would overflow and bund me. 
O! let me hear from you by Tom, and I 
will, prevail with. my good companion, 
miſs Pitt, to call upon him for it in the 
evehing. Believe me, Sir, my woes are 
paſt all mitigation,- but that of your 
ſtill . n for 


ago 95 5 | | Your moſt ahapey: 
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GEORGE HERVEY, Eſq; to- Miſs 
Fanny GRAHAM. 


My deareſt life, | 
Octob. 1, 1729. 
PHE account of thy ſufferings un- 
man me; my heart will break with- 
in me, ſhould they continue; nor can 
my mortal frame longer ſuſtain my de- 
preſſion. Ol tell that heavenly angel 
your comforter, how I long to acknow- 
ledge her kindneſſes to you on my bended 
knees; to bleſs her for her benevolence 
to us both, from hence forth, no more to 
be ſevered in weal, than in affections. 
O!] chat I could add in perſons too] but 
ſurely my dear Fanny, when matters 
are arrived at the worſt, they will mend: 
ſtudy then, my dear, ſince they are brought 
to this criſis, by what probable means I 
may attempt your deliverance. No time, 
no pains, no force, no coſt can be too 
great, for obtaining that purpoſe; for 
was I but once again in poſſeſſion of 
thee, 
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thee, I would defy either men or devils 
to rob me of my deareſt Fanny, till 
thou art mine for ever, as | 
I am, and ever ſhall be thine, 
GEO. Hervey, 


SOOSSAAASSAAASAAN TRA 21702 3:9 


GEORGE Hzaver, Eſqz to Miſs | 


Fanny Samen 
r ON « Odo 35 1730. 
O ee inte a — of horrour 
has that dear: lady miſs Pitt, who 
from you, paid me à viſit this afternoon, 
let in upon my ſoul. What! thy very 
ink and paper raviſhed from thee ! Ob- 
duzate father, to diſtreſs his daughter 
thus! What? force a daughter; force 
an only child, involuntarily to a ſtrang- 
er's arms! Such marriage when compleat, 
is but a gentler name for fornication, 
n * 2 e comfort here, 
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and of her _— future and eternal hap- 
— 


5 


O Fanny! * owe I to you for 


that moſt generous ſtand you made, in 
maintenance of your liberty; which I 
promiſe myſelf, the thought of me in- 
ſpired you with: then what can I re- 
turn in gratitude for that ſtrength of re- 
ſolution, which bore you through the 
billows of a father's rage! I hope to land 
thee in my longing arms. The manner 
too, in which you behaved to baffle their 
imperious views, was exquiſite; thereby 
extorting from the parſon's mouth, the 
illegality of their proceedings with you; 
enough, one would have thought, to 
have ſtruck dumb every future aggrava- 


tion of Jour e nde you | 
t S 


M — was you ne to offer 
under this worſe than brutal fury of your 
father, ſooner would Ifutrender up every 
my moſt deſirable hope in thee, than add 
a moment's torture to thy mind, though 

5 death 
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death, lingering in hopeleſs anxiety, was 
my determined portion; but whilſt I 
bear it equally, at leaſt with thy ſelf, there 
is even ſuch an harmony in conjointly 
tollerating the burden with thee, as 
blunts the edge of it. O! that by par- 
ticipating ſorrow, its weight could but be 
divided ? My deareſt, I would demand 
a treble proportion, in eaſe of ſo much 


of thy adverſity. 


F Have at firſt ſight imbibed ſuch 
prejudice in favour of your new friend, 
miſs Pitt, as to hope you have every thing 
laudable to expect from her behaviour to 
you; nor doubt ] but your father's declara- 
tion for a nunnery was only the dictates of 
his inſtant rage, which perhaps may be 
by this time forgotten; for as you have 
told me he paſſed ſome years in Spain, 
what more likely to ſtart into his mind 
than that, to territy you into his nica- 
ſures. 


Vol. I. TD Dox'x 
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Dov'r let my deareſt Fanny be jea- 
lous, when I inform her how acceptable 


another viſit from miſs Pitt (whom I now 
charge with this) will be, to 


Her ever moſt affectionate 
_ Geo. HER VE. 
SF2#STTIDILSIEHEESEEISRESEISD 


GEORGE HERvey, Eſq; to Miſs 
Fanny GRAHAM. 


My ever lovely Fanny, 
Octob. 6, 1729. 
Iss Pitt hath ſo confounded me 
by the meſſage ſhe hath juſt deli- 
vered me, that I am not maſter of my 
own reflections for two ſucceeding ſe- 
conds at a time. The nunnery a rea- 
lity ! it is. impoſſible ! What obligation 
oweſt thou for | life, the granter 
would 


N 
would protract in miſery? So fudden 


too! To- morrow, ſhe fays, you are to 


ſet out for Lynn, upon your embarka- 
tion. What tyrants are fome fathers ! 
But hold; another ſuch, would change 
the courſe of nature, and pervert the gra- 
cious deſigns of nt in man's cre- 
ation. 


Ir cannot, ſhall not be, that he 
tranſports thee It is the fate of fe- 
lons, not for thee, thou ſofteſt ex- 
cellence of mortal beings, fraught 
with benignity and ſweet complaiſance. 
No, Fanny, I've an arm ſhall reach 
the hearts of thy oppreſſors, ere they 
ſhall leave me hopeleſs, ever hopeleſs 
of thee. Miſs, reports, that Lynn is 
the haven your progreſs is deſtined to; 
then let my deareſt Fanny not affright 
herſelf at any danger ſhe may behold 
me expoſed to: for either will I perith 
in the glorious caule that challenges her 


hberty, or regaining her, make her my 


own for ever. 
I SHALL 
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I Sq art ſet out this night, to 
way-lay your father's equipage on the 
road to Cornbury ; then fear not, my 
Fanny, to furrender yourſelf at ee 
to the arms of 


[4 


Your ever conſtant . 


Gro. HERV Iv. 
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The END of the FIRST Volr uu. 
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